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Kabul police: attack on parliament over, all attackerskilled
Sour ce: Khaamna Press, Kabul
Date: 23 June 2015
: - o Kabul police say the attack on
parliament compound has been
ended with al attackers killed. Sediq
Sediqi, spokesman for the Ministry of
Interior security forces stated in a
tweet that no MPs was wounded in
the attack. “Afghan Police repelled
terrorist attack today on AFG
Parliament, killing all 7 attackers, no
MP was wounded,” Sedigi’s twest
stated. Ministry of Interior has not yet
rdleased a specific number of
fatalities suffered in the attack.
However, controversiad  reports
suggest that at around 40 people have been killed and wounded in the attack. A security official at
the site of the attack told reporters that five people were killed and 31 others wounded in the
attack but UNAMA says that two people were killed and 40 others wounded.

The attack began with aVehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive Device VBIED explosion in front
of the front gate of the parliament around 10:30 am on yesterday. Following the explosion other
militants started a gun battle with security forces and firing from a nearby under construction
building. Soon after the attack additional security forces to include Special Forces arrived and
cordoned off the area. Kabul Police say all militants who were firing at the parliament have been



killed by the security forces. A dust blanket was visible in the parliament following the car bomb
detonation and MPs left the session. Kabul Police aso say that lawmakers and journalists from
inside the building were moved to a save location. TV footage show severa vehicles parked in
the area also destroyed. The attack took place as the nominated defense minister of Afghanistan
Mohammad Masoum Stanikzai was going to be introduced to parliament. Taliban have claimed
responsibility for the attack.

Afghan forceskill 57 insurgents across the country
Source: Khaama Press

Date: 23 June 2015

Afghan forces have killed 57 insurgents in
newest military operations across the country,
Ministry of Defense announced on yesterday.
A datement issued by the Ministry of
Defense states that security forces killed these
militants in Qarabagh District of Ghazni
province, Nijrab District of Kapisa, Surab,
Dehrawoud and Charchino districts of
Urozgan, Gizab and Gujran districts of
Daikundi, Naish and Panjwa districts of
Kandahar and Kgjaki and Khanashin districts &
of Helmand province in past 24 hours. [

The statement further states that two soldiers from Afghan National Army also embraced
martyrdom in landmine explosion and enemy fire during these operations. Security forces seized
weapons and ammunition and also defused landmines but the statement does not have a specific
number of them.

30 Schoolgirls poisoned in Bamyan
Sour ce: Pajhwok Afghan News (PAN), Bamyan City
Date: 23 June 2015
Another 30 schoolgirls have
been poisoned in Waras district
of central Bamyan province, an
official said on vyesterday.
Abdullah Murawgj, principa of
Band-i-Kosa  School, told
Pajhwok Afghan News that 30
students were shifted to
hospital in the Waras district
after falling unconscious. He
said the students felt nauseous,
dizzy and crying after
poisoned. The nature of the
incident was unclear but police
\ have launched investigations to
unearth facts, Murawg said. “Possibly some suspects have sprayed poisonous materials in school
rooms before children come to school,” he observed.

Mohammad Amin Danishyar, arelative of an ailing girl, said he had shifted an affected student to
a loca hedth clinic. He said that health conditions of some of the students were critical.
Mohammad Reza Ada, provincial education director, expressed concern over the issue and said
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there was no laboratory in Bamyan to practically probe the issue. Local officials said blood
sample of affected students had been sent to the Ministry of Public Health for examining. Thisis
the fourth time the schoolgirls in Bamyan province poisoned in the past one month.

Dozens of vulnerable familiesreceive edible items
Sour ce: Pajhwok Afghan News (PAN), Khost/Jalalabad
Date: 24 June 015

~ e~ A number of civil society organizations provided
dozens of vulnerable and deserved families with
wheat and other edibles in southeastern Khost and
eastern Nangarhar provinces on yesterday. Nasir
Ahmad Rokhan, a civil society activist, told
Pajhwok Afghan News that a civil society
organization collected financial aid and then
bought wheat had they distributed among needy
families. “At least 1,400 kilograms of wheat was
distributed among 14 vulnerable families,” he
. added.
_—

Rokhan urged well-off people to provide assistance to needy and vulnerable families. Gul
Wazira, an old woman in Khost, told Pajhwok Afghan News her husband and three sons died and
now she looked after her orphan grandchildren. She appreciated the civil society activists for
extending aid and assistance. Severa other residents of Khost praised the assistance and
demanded more in the holy month of Ramadan. Separately, Ikramullah Ikram, director of a civil
society in Jalalabad, the provincia capital of Nangarhar province, told Pgjhwok Afghan News the
aid was distributed among persons who lost their family elders. The edible consists of sacks of
flour, rice, edible oil, sugar, bean, pulses, green tea and several other items. “We have distributed
edibles worth 200,000 afghanis and each family received edible items worth 6,570 afs,” he
added.

Flooding destroys 50 homesin Takhar
Sour ce: Pajhwok Afghan News (PAN), Khost/Jalalabad
Date: 24 June 2015

Nighttime flash flooding destroyed at least 50
homes and caused financial losses to residentsin
the Namak Ab district of northeastern Takhar
province, the district administrative chief said on
y yesterday. Abdul Sattar Asfiya told Pajhwok
Afghan News the flooding erupted last night in
the Nakhchir valley, destroying 50 homes, a
mosque, a health clinic and a school. There were
no casualties as residents aware of possible
flooding after heavy rains during daytime had
climbed the mountain, he said. Residents
suffered financial losses and aid was yet to reach
them, the officid said. Natura Disasters
Management Authority head for Takhar, Abdul Raziq Zinda, also confirmed the flooding. He
said a response team had been sent to the affected area. The team was expected to reach the area
until evening because there was no road to the area, where people used horses and mules for
transport.




Zinda said further information about the flooding would be shared with the media after the
response team completed its investigation.

85 Armed rebelskillsin Kunduz
Source: Bakhtar News Agency (BNA), Kunduz City
Date: 25 June 2015

A number of civil society
organi zations provided
dozens of vulnerable and
deserved families during
capturing of  Char-Dara
district of Kunduz province
85 rebels was killed and 15
W otherswounded yesterday.

Joint cleansing operation of
security forces launched in
" Chardara district of Kunduz
yesterday morning the district
was captured by Afghan
security forces. According to
the reports of public affairs
department of Shaheen 209 Army Unite stated in Kunduz during the operation 85 armed
insurgents lost their lives and 15 others wounded. Presently, Afghan security forces are trying to
clean the different parts of the district from presence of insurgents.

37 militantskilled in newest military operations
Source: Khaama Press
Date: 25 June 2015

i 37 militants have been killed in
newest military operations across the
country, Ministry of Interior
announced on yesterday. A
statement issued by the ministry
states that the operations were
carried out in five provinces where
41 militants also sustained injuriesin
past 24 hours.

155 different types of Improvised
- Explosive Devices (IEDs) weapons
and ammunition were also seized by
— o " the security forces during these
operations. A specific number of the weapons and ammunition is not cite in the statement.
Afghan National Security Forces began independent large-scale military operations after taking
full responsibility of security from NATO forces at the beginning of this year. Officias report
killing thousands of insurgents in these operations.




37 militantskilled in newest military operations
Sour ce: Pajhwok Afghan News (PAN), Khost/Jalalabad
Date: 26 June 2015

kst

' 37 militants have been killed in newest military
| operations in eight provinces of the country, the
. Ministry of Interior announced on yesterday.
According to a statement released by the
ministry the militants were killed in Ghazni
Takhar, Kunduz, Faryab, Badakhshan, Sar-e-
Pul, Helmand and Oruzgan provinces in past 24
hours. 21 other militants were wounded and two
arrested in these operations. Afghan security
forces defused 12 Improvised Explosive Devices
(IEDs) placed by militants, the statement adds.

In the meantime, a statement issued by the
Ministry of Defense states that 10 soldiers have embraced martyrdom in past 48 hours. The
statement issued by the ministry further states that the soldiers embraced martyrdom in militant
fire and landmine explosion. The statement, however, does not specify the exact location of the
incidents.

Morethan 3 million Afghans are addicts: | shaqgzai
Source: Bakhtar News Agency (BNA), Kabul

Date: 27 June 2015

The Ministry of Information
and Culture Deputy on Y outh
Affairs has said that more
than 3 million Afghans
including 1.2 million children
are drug addicts in the
country.

Addressing to mak the
International Counter narcotic Day, Timor Shah Ishagzai stated that the foreign intelligence
agencies are behind promoting poppy cultivation in the country to get Afghan youths
addicted. However, he noted that the religious scholars, tribal elders and civil society activists
can play effective role in fighting drug menace in the country. Stressing for firm determination to
fight drug in the country, Ishagzai also proposed holding a research conference to find out the
reason for increasing drug problem in the country and adopting ways and means to overcome the
challenge. Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Asadullah Mohagiq the deputy on textbook
development and science center in ministry of education stated that his ministry has included war
on drug in its curriculum to give awareness about drug and its negative impact in society. The in-
charge of Colombo Plan, Dr. Shiba Hermas in her address emphasized for serious fight against
drug and rehabilitation of drug addicts in the country.

At least 12 police martyred as government retakes control of Want Waigal

District in Nooristan
Source: Khaama Press
Date: 27 June 2015



At least 12 policemen have
embraced martyrdom during an
attack of Taliban militants on Want
Waigal District of eastern Nooristan
province. The district was briefly
occupied by Taliban insurgents
before government retook the
control of it on Friday.

Hafiz Abdul Qayoum, the acting
® governor of Nooristan province said
: S that Taliban occupied the district for
few hours on Friday but government retook the control of it after Afghan National Army backed
by Air Force arrived in the area. The attack was launched on Thursday and Taliban were able to
take the control of Want Waigal District by Friday morning. Hafiz Abdul Qayoum said that 18
policemen have embraced martyrdom and 25 others wounded in the attack. Abdul Qayoum
further said that civilians were a'so harmed by Taliban during the attack. He said Taliban burned
eight civilian homes in the area and their rocket wounded three civilians. About the casualties of
Taliban, Abdul Qayoum said that at least 20 Taliban have been killed and severa others
wounded.

In the meantime, Rahmatullah Rahmati the governor of Want Waigal District said that 12
policemen have embraced martyrdom and eight others sustained injuries in the attack. Taliban
had accepted responsibility for capturing Want Waiga District but by the time this report was
filed, there was no comment from them on losing it back.

Ambitious 10-Y ear Healthcare Plan on the Cards

Source: Pajhwok Afghan News (PAN), Kabul

Date: 28 June 2015

President Ashraf Ghani on
yesterday said the Ministry of
Public Hedth's role was
cruciad in overseeing and
assessing activities  of
organizations working in the
health sector. A statement
from the President Palace
said the president was
addressing a gathering aimed
a improving situation of
healthcare services in the
country. Public  Health
Minister Dr. Ferozuddin
Feroz, Senior Health Officials World Bank country director, US-AID officials and the European
Union ambassador to Afghanistan were present at the gathering. The gathering discussed how to
improve the situation of health services in the country including bringing into effect an ambitious
10-year drive to provide better healthcare services to mothers and newborns.

Keeping in view the reward and punishment system, the Public Health Ministry’s role in keenly
observing activities of health services providing organisations and in making available better
health services over the next four years and then 10 years was discussed. The gathering stressed
the preparation of a complete strategy on improved health services and devising a mechanism to
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provide health facilities in Kabul in line with the city’s populations. At the gathering, proposals
and recommendations were floated on how to maintain proper attention toward continued health
programmes and introduction of health insurance policy between the Public Health Ministry and
the National Directorate of Security as a pilot experiment. President Ghani insisted on the Public
Health Ministry’s role in observing activities of health services providing organizations and
issued necessary directivesin this regard, the state ment concluded.

Floods displace hundreds of Parwan families
Source: Pajhwok Afghan News (PAN), Parakh

Date: 28 June 2015

River watersheds in Sayed Khail
district of central Parwan province
displaced more than a hundred
families and damaged farmlands,
an officia said on yesterday. Haji
Mahmood, a resident of Aghor
village, told Pajhwok Afghan News
more than a hundred families from 7
Mahmood Khail, Danyar Khail,
Aghorsang and Qala Jangal districts
had been displaced as a result of
watersheds from Parwan River in |8 5
the past four days. He said =

hundreds of fruit and others trees were also destroyed and the farms on the riverside were
damaged. “One acre of my farmland was also destroyed and | live with my relative in Ancho
villages,” Mahmood said, urging the government to address their problems.

Sayed Karim, a resident of Nyar Khail village, said that six other villages were aso under
looming threat from watersheds. He asked relevant departments to urgently adopt measures
against possible destructions by watersheds. Mohammad Amin Haidari, provincial Natural
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) director, confirmed problems and said that each of 120
displaced families had received tent. He said around a hundred other families were al'so under the
watershed threat. The residents have appointed teams to inform people if the level of water rose
in the river, he added. The level of water usually rises in Parwan River as the snow on the
mountains starts melting in summer season.

Prisoner transport vehicle overturnsleaving 3 killed, 11 wounded

Source: Khaama Press, Her at

Date: 28 June 2015

A prisoner transport vehicle
has over turned leaving three
people killed and eleven
others wounded in western
Herat province. Sources at
Herat Regional Hospital,
where the victims have been
taken, say that those died in
the incident comprised of two
prisoners and a policeman.
Mohammad Rafiq Shirzai,
spokesman for the hospital
said that those wounded




include five soldiers and six prisoners Shirzai called the health condition of a few of those
wounded in the incident to be life threatening.

The vehicle was leading from Guzerah Didtrict to Heart city when the incident took place in
Pashtoon Pul on airport road around 11:30 am on yesterday morning. The rea cause of the
incident is yet to be announced as an investigation has been initiated into it.

Over 40 insurgentskilled in ANA Operations
Source: Bakhtar News Agency (BNA), Kabul
Date: 29 June 2015

The Afghan interior ministry, in a
statement on yesterday, confirmed that
at least 43 militant fighters were killed
in the army’s operations across the
country in the last 24 hours. A
statement said that the army operations
were conducted in Nooristan, Kundoz,
Faryab, Helmand, Oruzgan and Ghazni
provinces in past 24 hours. According
to the statement 43 militants were

killed and 25 others wounded in these operations.

Security forces also confiscated heavy and light weapons but the Interior Ministry’s statement did
not contain a specific number of them. In the meantime, a statement issued by the Ministry of
Defense states that two soldiers of Afghan National Army were killed in past 24 hours. The
Afghan army and police are resolved to eradicate insurgency in the country.

Commanders among 22 rebelsdead in Kandahar offensive

Source: Pajhwok Afghan News (PAN), Kandahar City

Date: 29 June 2015

At least 22 Taliban fighters have been killed during an operation in the Maiwand district of
southern Kandahar province, an officia said on yesterday. Samim Khpalwak, the governor's
spokesman, told Pajhwok Afghan News the military operation had been extended to areas where
militants had sway. He confirmed killing 22 insurgents, including seven commanders, during the
offensive. Security forces aso suffered casualties but exact numbers could not be ascertained. Zia
Durrani, provincial police spokesman, said insurgents controlled Maiwand and Ghorak districts
from Garmawak, where a military operation was ongoing. He also confirmed casualties inflicted
on militants. The Taliban, however, have not yet commented on the military offensive.

16 people injured in
Uruzgan explosions

Source: Pajhwok Afghan News
(PAN), Tarinkot

Date: 30 June 2015

At least 16 people have been
« injured during separate incidents
o of violence in central Uruzgan
province, a security official said
on yesterday. A bomb ripped
through a police post




commander’s vehicle in the provincial capital, Tarinkot, on Monday afternoon, injuring a woman
and three children, the city’s second police district chief 2nd Lt. Gul Agha told Pajhwok Afghan
News.

The post commander, Sardar, escaped unhurt in the blast that damaged his vehicle, Agha said.
But a doctor on duty at the provincial civil hospital, 1zzatullah, told Pajhwok Afghan News they
had been delivered six wounded people, including three children, two men and a woman from the
scene. Another blast took place in the same area at about 6pm, injuring three policemen and a
civilian, Agha said, adding the bomb had been fixed to a police vehicle. He said the blast took
place when police visited the area to buy vegetables. Dr. |zzatullah said six wounded people were
brought to the hospital on Monday noon from the Dehrawud district. They included five men and
agirl.

Oil cleanup effortson: Spillage spreads, seen in Halda River too
Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 23 June 2015

Three days into the oil spill from sunken train wagons in a Boalkhali canal, the local authorities
yesterday put an oil-boom in the water body to collect oil slick. The oil-boom (floating barrier)
was being handled manually due to heavy currents in the canal, locals said. Meanwhile, the oil
slick has spread about five to six kilometres inside the Halda river, about 10-km upstream from
the accident spot. A furnace oil-carrying train derailed and three of its wagons plunged into the
canal on Friday. Staff of Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) put the barrier in place after hours of
hectic pursuit. During low tides, the height of the barrier was being maintained with rope swings
tied to a bridge in the military pole area. Captain Nazmul Alam, chief conservator of CPA, said a
floating barrier is used in water bodies where the flow is low. “As the canal has a high flow of
water, our men are maintaining its height manualy and trying to stop oil from spreading,” he
added. Four vessels equipped with oil extraction equipments explored the Karnaphuli in last two
days, but didn®find any oil dick, said Nazmul.



Fisherman Mansur, who depends on the Halda for his livelihood, yesterday said he found ail
layers on riverside plants. “Locals noticed a layer of ail in the Halda at Modunaghat area, some
six km off the Karnaphuli, and informed me,” said Manzoorul Kibria, associate professor of
zoology at Chittagong University. The Haldais a major breeding ground for sweet water carpsin
the country, he said, adding that the oil slick might damage its biodiversity and cause irreparable
damage to various fish species. Visiting the military pole area yesterday afternoon, this
correspondent saw that locals were collecting oil-tainted water hyacinths from the canal and
gathering them on the banks. Though the Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation on Sunday declared
that it would buy spill oil a Tk 60 a litre, a very few people responded to the call. Saiful, a
villager from Khitabchar, said the authorities put the floating barrier in the canal three days after
the accident. “ So nobody could collect oil from the canal.”

Some staff of Jumuna Oil Company were seen waiting at a spot in the village to purchase ail
from locals. But nobody came there till 1:30pm. Nur Mohamamd, chairman of Sarwatali Union
Parishad, said he collected 100 litres of furnace oil from the cana with the help of locals and sold
it to the oil company on Saturday. “ The oil has spread to the Karnaphuli due to low and high tides
in the canal,” he added. Bangladesh Railway officials were busy in repairing the collapsed bridge
yesterday. They said they would salvage the wagons after repairing the bridge by today.
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Bhola: Ferry terminal, homesteads submerged in tidal surge
Source: The Independent, Staff Correspondent
Date: 23 June 2015

The llisha ferry terminal on the Bhola-
Laxmipur route as well as hundreds of homesteads have gone under water after the Meghna and
the Tetuliarivers overflowed their banks due to high tidal surge during the last two days. Sources
said that low lying areas of Dhal Char, Char Kukrimukri, char lands of Charfassion, Kalatoli char
of Monpura, Hajipur char of Daulatkhan and Majher char of Bhola sadar have become inundated
with mounting sufferings to hundreds of families. Crops lands have also been submerged by the
tidal waters in these areas. On the other hand, hundreds of families living near the flood
protection embankment have been suffering much due to the water logging in Ilisha, and Dhania
union of Bhola sadar, Sayeedpur union of Daulatkhan and Boro Manika union of Borhan uddin
upazilas.

The llishaferry terminal gangway has been submerged by the tidal waters hampering the loading
and unloading of passenger buses, goods-laden trucks and other vehicles. When contacted, Abu
Alam, manager of Ilisha ferry terminal, said he has informed the matter to the higher authorities
for repairing the approach road and gangway for the smooth transportation.

Wall collapse claimstwo livesin Chittagong

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent

Date: 24 June 2015
A man and a woman were killed in a
wall collapse in Chittagong city® East
Madarbari yesterday morning. The
dead, Sudhir Chakraborty, 35, hailed
from Noakhali® Senbagh upazila, and
Kusum Akter, 38, was the wife of
Manirul Haque in the city® West
Madarbari, police said.

Kusum was going to bring her son, a

class six student, to home from a

coaching centre around 10:00am
while Sudhir, a labour of a transport company in the area, to his workplace, said Nasir Uddin,
sub-inspector of Sadarghat Police Station. Suddenly, two boundary walls of a local hotel and
adjacent railway land collapsed on them at that time. Huge bricks piled up against the walls also
fell on the duo, the police official added.
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On information, members of fire
service rushed to the spot. They
first rescued Kusum and then
Sudhir in a critical condition,
said Abdul Malek, deputy
assistant director of Fire Service
and Civil Defence, Chittagong.
The victims were rushed to
Chittagong Medica College
Hospitah (CMCH) where on-
duty doctors declared them dead
on arrival, said Panka Barua,
assistant  sub-inspector  of
CMCH police camp. The two boundary walls were very close and in a bad state, said SI Nasir
Uddin. “Rain worsened the condition of the walls.”

Besides, the piling up of bricks against the walls by some local businessmen had made the walls
more vulnerable, he said, adding that the height of the walls were around six feet. Mainul Islam,
officer-in-charge of Sadarghat Police Station, said police were investigating the incident.

Dyke collapse sets off flooding in 15 villagesin Patuakhali

Source: The Independent, Staff Correspondent

Date: 24 June 2015

At least 15 villages in Kalapara upazila have been flooded by tidal water in the past three days
due to a depression formed over Bay of Bengal. Saline water entered into these villages after
collapse of flood control embankment at Chariparain Lalua union and at Nizampur-Komarpur in
Mahipur union of the upazila. Aush and Aman paddy on severa acres of land in 15 villages have
gone under saline water, said local people. Farmers of these villages have become frustrated, they
said. Amir Howlader, 75, an inhabitant of Nizampur village, said water entered their houses
during high tide in the past two days. There is no place left dry in the village. The people of five
villages of Mahipur union are living on flood control embankment.

Loca sources said
the flood control embankment at Nizampur-Komarpur point was washed away by the super
cyclone Sidr. Later, the damaged embankment was repaired severa times, but it was damaged
again last year after the portion was lammed by high waves. However, locals blamed use of low
quality materials during repair for embankment collapse. Besides, lifting of sand at Khajura point
and sea estuary by influential people is contributing to breakdown of the embankment. Mahipur
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UP chairman Salam Akand said, “We have informed BWDB’s executive engineer about this
risky flood control embankment. Local MP Mahbubur Rahman and the BWDB’s executive
engineer assured them of repair of the embankment during their visit.” BWDB executive
engineer Abul Khaier said, “ The repair works of the embankment will begin soon.”

Dudhkumar, Gangadhar devour 180 houses

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent

Date: 25 June 2015
At least 180 dwelling houses and
100 acres of cropland have been
devoured by the Dudhkumar and
Gangadhar rivers in three unions
of two upazilas under the district.
Of the affected unions, one is
under Bhurungamari  upazila
while the rest two are under
Nageshwari upazila. Abdul Aziz,
charman of Banga Sonahat
union under  Bhurungamari
upazila, said the Dudhkumar
devoured the dwelling houses of

about 150 families of Ganairkuthi and Char Baldia villages in the union in the last four days. The

erosion has taken a serious turn on the western side of Sonahat Bridge, which is also under threat.

Erosion by the Gangadhar is continuing in North Dhanirumpur, South Dhanirumpur and Balahat
villages under Kachkata union of Nageshwari upazila. Houses of around 30 families and around
100 acres of cropland went into the river in the last four days, said Hasem Ali, chairman of
Kachkata union. The local Water Development Board (WDB) has not taken any step yet to
control the erosion, Hasem added. “Kaliganj Bazaar, Shalmara Government Primary School and
Shalmara Dakhil Madrasha of Kaliganj union are threatened by erosion by the Dudhkumar and
the Gangadhar Rivers. About 1.5 kilometers of flood control embankment in the union has been
damaged in the recent flood,” said Nur Islam, chairman of Kaliganj union. Laimonirhat WDB has
not worked to control erosion in the union since 1993, he added. Abdul Kader, sub-divisiona
engineer of WDB in Lalmonirhat, said, “No work is going on for controlling erosion by
Dudhkumar and Gangadhar rivers in Bhurungamari and Nageshwari upazilas. We have aready
informed the higher authority about the situation and sought fund for taking necessary measures
to stop further onslaught by the rivers.”

35riversrise, 45 fall

Source: The Independent, Staff Correspondent

Date: 25 June 2015
Water levels in 35 river stations monitored
by Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre
(FFWC) have marked rises and 45 stations
recorded fals.
Among the 84 monitored water level
stations, one river station has been registered
steady and two rivers are flowing above
danger mark, a bulletin issued by FFWC said
yesterday, reports BSS. The Kansha River at
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Jarigianjail and the Halda at Naryanhat are flowing its danger levels by 19 cm and 80 cm
respectively.

Significant rainfall was recorded in some stations in different districts during the last 24 hours
ending at 6 am today. A total of 190 mm rainfal were recorded at Panpukuria, 172 mm at
Chittagong, 155.5 mm at Narayangaht , 145 mm at Rangamati, 146.4 mm at Patuakhali, 140 mm
a Ramgarh, 126 mm at Bandarban, 107 mm a Lama, 84 mm at Cox’s Bazar, 68.4 mm at
Noakhali, 133.4 mm at Barguna, 100 mm at Tangail, 91 mm a Nakuagaon, 76.3 mm at Bogra,
76 mm at Sirgjganj, 72 mm at Naogaon, 61.5 mm at Chilmari , 70.5 mm at Kushtia, 55 mm at
Barisaand 42.5 mm at Maymensingh.

Erosion takes seriousturn in Bhola

Source: The Independent, Staff Correspondent

Date: 25 June 2015

About five hundred families have been rendered homeless due to continuous erosion of the
Meghna River which took serious turn due to onrush of tidal water in Monpura upazila of Bhola
during the recent times. According to sources, Katakhal Bazaar, Andir Par, Kacharir Dogi and
three other villages were devoured by the river leaving many families homeless. They lost their
homesteads and crop lands.

Hundreds of families in Monpura Sadar union parishad and four villages including Ramnewgj
Bazaar and Kawarteck are also facing threat of erosion, sources added. When contacted, Abul
Kalam, assistant engineer of Bangladesh Water Development Board, Bhola said they prepared a
project to place cement concrete blocks for protection of river bank from erosion and sent it to
the higher authorities. Ershad Ali Khan, upazila nirbahi officer of Monpura upazila admitted the
situation and said the government will give khas land to the homeless families for their
rehabilitation.

Japan to give $23m for advanced meteorological radar systems

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent

Date: 25 June 2015

In abid to improve weather forecasting system in Bangladesh, Japan will provide US $23 million
to build next-generation meteorological radar systems in Dhaka and Rangpur. Takeshi
Matsunaga, chargée dO©affaires of Japanese embassy, and Mohammad Mejbahuddin, senior
secretary of Economic Relations Division, yesterday signed an agreement in this regard in the
capital. One of the radar systems, which will be constructed in Gazipur® Joydevpur, will replace
the existing one in Dhaka, said a Japanese embassy press release. Japan has already provided
assistance for upgrading radar systems in Cox® Bazar, Khepupara and Moulvibazar equipping
them with S-band Doppler radars and the new radar systems will also be equipped with such
radars. S-band Doppler radar can collect three dimensional meteorological data on atmospheric
moisture, intensity of rain and wind velocity distribution much faster and more accurately. With
these advanced technologies, it will be possible to deliver advance and more accurate warnings
about calamities, and improve safety control of aviation. All five meteorologica radars in
Bangladesh were established with Japanese grant assistance

10 burnt as gas cylinders explode in Daudkandi
Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 25 June 2015
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At least 10 people
sustained burn injuries in gas cylinder explosions at a shop at Gouripur Bazar in Daudkandi
upazila of the district on Tuesday (23/06/2015) night. The injured were taken to Daudkandi
Upazila Health Complex and six of them-Saddam Hazari, 25, Dula Mia, 45, Abul Kashem, 44,
Ismail Hossain, 24, Nurul Islam, 30, and Abul Kashem, 56--were referred to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital as their condition deteriorated. Quoting locals, Abu Salam Mia, officer-in-
charge of Daudkandi Police Station, said a fire broke out following two gas cylinder blasts at
Gaudia Refrigeration@n the market around 7:30pm. The fire soon spread to three other adjacent
shops, including two fridge warehouses, leaving 10 people injured, the OC added.

On information, two fire fighting units from Daudkandi and Homna fire stations rushed to the
spot and brought the blaze under control around 9:30pm. The affected shop owners claimed that
the loss caused by the fire could go up to Tk 65 lakh.

Oil spill spreads again
Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 26 June 2015

More oil spilled from
the train wagons that fell into a canal in Chittagong a week ago, threatening the ecosystem in and
around the Karnaphuli River. Oil started gushing out of the wagons when the authorities on
Wednesday (24/06/2015) afternoon tried to pull the tankers out of the canal that flows into the
river, locals said. The wagons, each carrying 25,000 litres of furnace oil for Dohazari Peaking
Power Plant from the port city, plunged into the canal when a bridge collapsed at Khitabchar of
Boalkhali last Friday. "A huge quantity of oil spilled when they [the authorities] tried to lift a
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wagon from the cana yesterday [Wednesday]," said local youth Mohammad Karim while
collecting the spilled oil yesterday.

Contacted, Divisiona Railway Manager Md Mafizur Rahman claimed that the spillage has been
contained. "Qil is not spilling from the wagons today [yesterday]." Asked when they expect to
complete the salvage operation, he said it would take two to three more days. The salvage work
was taking longer than theinitial estimate due to inclement weather, Mafizur added.

Meanwhile, locals continued scooping up spilled oil using nothing but their household utensils
yesterday. "I have collected 110 litres of oil since yesterday [Wednesday] evening and sold it to
Jamuna Oil Company at Tk 60 per litre," said Mohammad Karim. Md Hasan Imam, deputy
general manager (sales) of the company, said they collected 1,978 litres of oil from the locals
yesterday alone. Divisional Railway Manager Mafizur Rahman claimed that most of the spilled
oil had already been collected by thelocals.

However, visiting the site, our correspondents found a different picture. At Military Pool, around
6km west of the accident site, oil slick was seen flowing towards the Karnaphuli with the tide.
Locals said the spillage spread this far after more oil spilled on Wednesday afternoon. The
booms, placed around the spill site to prevent oil from floating farther, were not of much use,
they said.

IMPACTSBEGAN?

At Khitabchar, our correspondents found a large number of dead fishes floating in a pond, barely
half a kilometre from the spill site. The pond gets water from the cana through a drain during
high tide. Abu Hashem, owner of the pond, said the fishes started dying on Wednesday. "Most of
the Rui and the Katla fries | released in the pond around a month back have aready died. [t©all
because of the oil spill," he claimed, adding that this had cost him at least Tk 3 lakhs. Authorities
a the Dohazari Peaking Power Plant, meanwhile, fear that they might have to shut down
production if they don®get more fuel soon. With the existing stock of fuel, the 102MW plant
could operate for nine more days at best, said Manager Arifur Rahman Bhuyan of the plant.
Apart from the railway, there®no alternative way to ship the fuel to the power plant, he said.

Flood situation worsensin Bandar ban: 20,000 families marooned

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent

Date: 26 June 2015

Around 20,000 families in the district have been marooned as flood situation worsened further,
snapping vehicular movement on Chittagong-Bandarban highway for the second day yesterday.
Army Para, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, 1slampur, and Memberpara areas in Bandarban town and Lama
upazila Sadar area have been flooded, locals said. Sangu and Matamuhuri rivers are overflowing
due to the huge onrush of water from the hills and many villages went under water, said officials
of Bandarban district administration. Bandarban Disaster Management Committee met yesterday
afternoon and directed the local administration to distribute food and water to the flood-affected
people, said Md Mizanul Hague Chowdhury, Bandarban deputy commissioner. Several areas in
the city went under water on Wednesday night, forcing many families to take shelter in schools
and government buildings, he added.

Bandarban Municipality Mayor Md Jabed Reza and Lama Municipality Mayor Md Amir Hossain
said 12 shelters were set up in the affected areas and food, water, and other daily necessaries
were distributed among the affected people.
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Rain triggers landslides- 6 buried under mud; 4 othersdie in incidents related

to flash flood
Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 27 June 2015

At least 10 people were
killed yesterday in incidents triggered by unrelenting monsoon rain that continued to disrupt
routine life across the country. Six of the victims, including four children, were buried in
landslides in Cox® Bazar and Bandarban. Besides, a mother and her minor son were crushed
under a tree in St Martin® Island while two women were killed in flash floods in the coastal
district of Cox®@Bazar.

According to the met office, the country® highest rainfall in 12 hours till 6:00pm yesterday was
recorded in Cox® Bazar at 202mm. The second highest was in Teknaf at 85mm. Rainfall in the
capital was recorded at 25mm. The rain turned much of the capital into a swamp, submerging
streets, lanes and aleyways. Many shanties went under knee-deep water, forcing residents to seek
shelter elsewhere. Meteorologists said apart from the monsoon, the other reason behind the
ceaseless rain that has been plaguing many parts of the country for the better part of the week was
a low formed over Bangladesh and adjoining areas. Though light to moderate rain is likely to
occur in most places of the country today, the intensity is likely to come down, the met
department forecast.

COX'SBAZAR

The rain caused eight deaths and displaced 65,000 people in Ramu, Chakaria, Pekua and Sadar
upazilas, reports our Cox® Bazar correspondent. Of the dead, Amir Hossain, 40; Mohammad
Riduan, 10; and Mohammad Junu Mia, 60, died in a landdide a Ghona of Ukhia. Another
landslide in Gonapara area killed three-year-old Afsar, son of Nur Mostafa, around 2:00am. Six
others in the beach town and three in Howaikong were injured in landdlides. At St Martin®
Island, Anwara Begum, 27, and her three-and-a-half-year-old son Jisan were killed after a
coconut tree fell on them, said Harun-Ur Rashid, in-charge of the island® police camp. Besides,
Kadiza Begum, 38, of Titarparain Kachhapia and Halima Begum of Fatekharkul area were killed
in flash floods triggered by rain. Acting deputy commissioner Anupam Shaha of Cox®Bazar said
the district administration has allocated Tk 2.50 lakh, 65 tonnes of rice, 105 sacks of puffed rice
and molasses for distribution among those affected by rain-triggered incidents, including floods.
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BANDARBAN

Two siblings -- Alif, 11, and his sister Mim, 8, children of Abdur Razzak -- were killed in their
sleep after a landslide partialy buried their house at Banorupa Para in Sadar upazila in the early
hours yesterday, our Bandarban correspondent reports. Their parents were also injured in the
incident, said Imtiaz Ahmed, officer-in-charge of Bandarban Sadar Police Station. A number of
other houses were reportedly damaged in landslides in other parts of the district.

EVICTION DRIVE
Chittagong district
administration yesterday
dismantled at least 25 houses
and evicted 75 families living
in risky hill dSlopes at
Lalkhanbazar Motijharna in the
city to avoid loss of life in
landslides. "We have arranged
shelters for the evicted families
a Shahid Nagar Primary
School at Lalkhan Bazar so that
they do not suffer in the rain.
We have aso provided them
with dry foods," said Assistant Commissioner Ruhul Amin of the of district administration. But
most of the families went to their relativesCinstead of the shelters, he added. In a similar drive,
Cox® Bazar district administration destroyed 15 houses in Adarshagram, Chaddagram and
Lighthouse Para areas yesterday.

RAIN DAMAGED GOODS

Imported goods worth several crores were damaged after a shed of Benapole Land Port
warehouse was flooded by rainwater, reports our correspondent there. Mokhlesur Rahman,
clearing and forwarding agent of Unilever Co Ltd said a huge quantity of goods of the company
was damaged. Admitting the incident, Nitai Chandra Sen, director (traffic) of Benapole port
authority, told The Daily Star that they would take appropriate measures as soon as possible.

Down in downpour- Dhaka dwellers date with nasty traffic, waterlogging; rain-

triggered incidents claim 23 livesin Cox's Bazar, Bandarban so far

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent

Date: 28 June 2015

Life in the capital and elsewhere in the country was in an utter shambles yesterday due to
incessant rain for the last four days. Thirteen more deaths in rain-induced incidents were reported
in Cox® Bazar yesterday, raising the toll to 21 in the coastal district in the past couple of days.
Two others were killed in Bandarban on Thursday. Flash floods inundated more aress, leaving
several thousand people marooned in Narayanganj and Chandpur.

In the capital, waterlogging and traffic chaos caused untold miseries to city dwellers. The met
department forecast that rain was likely to continue today raises fears of a worse situation on the
first weekday. Almost all the roads, aleys and thoroughfares in Dhaka remained under rainwater
for most of yesterday, largely due to inadequate and dysfunctional storm sewer system. Filth and
human waste coming out of the sewers added to the sufferings of the city people. "My daughter
and | got smeared with filths on our way back home from her school," said Afroza Shipon of
Mohakhali area. "Is there any authority at al to take care of waterlogging?' she said in
exasperation. Hosne Ara Begum of Shantinagar area was frustrated over the city corporation
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authorities@ailure to address waterlogging, though recurrent and persistent in her area. "With any
amount of rain, the roads in the area get inundated. Traffic movement collapses and the residents
suffer alot," she said.

A similar situation was seen in Mirpur, Kalyanpur, Shewrapara, Mohammadpur, Shahjahanpur,
Khilgaon, Demra, Badda, Kamalapur, Jatrabari and elsewhere in the capital. It usually takes
around half an hour for Abdus Sobhan Tarafdar to commute from Keraniganj to his workplace in
Farmgate. But yesterday, it took him over two hours. "I had to change severa routes to avoid
traffic congestions ... though it was weekend," he said. Tired of being stuck in traffic for around
two hours, Sobhan left his car at Karwan Bazar and walked to his office.

According to Dhaka Water and Sewerage Authority officials, the existing storm drainage can
deal with 20-millimetre rainfall at atime. If the rainfall exceeds thislimit, it takes hours for water
to recede. And between Friday morning and Saturday morning, the city experienced rainfall
thrice its drainage system can sustain. During this time, 67mm rainfall was recorded in the capital
and 263mm in Cox®Bazar, according to the met department.

Light to moderate rain would continue across the country today due to an active monsoon and
low over Bangladesh and adjoining areas, the met office forecast yesterday. However, the
intensity of rainfall was likely to come down. Meanwhile in Cox® Bazar, unrelenting rain
induced fresh mudslides in Teknaf upazila, claiming two lives yesterday. Bodies of 11 others,
killed in flashed floods and other rain-triggered incidents, were recovered. Several lakh people
living inside the Dhaka-Narayanganj-Demra (DND) embankment were marooned in one to four
feet deep water, reports our Narayanganj correspondent. The affected were facing an acute crisis
of drinking water as fears of a spread of water-borne diseases rose. In Chandpur, flash floods
triggered by continuous rain have inundated a large number of houses, roads and croplands in
low-lying areas, reports our correspondent there.

A few thousand people living in 30 chars [shoals] of the Padma and the Meghna rivers were
marooned by floodwaters as the rivers swelled due to rain over the past four days.
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2 more die in rain-induced landdide- 11 bodies recovered; death toll 21 in

Cox's Bazar

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent

Date: 28 June 2015

Two people were killed in afresh landslide in Teknaf upazila of Cox® Bazar yesterday. Bodies of
11 others, who were washed away by flood water on Thursday, were found in Ramu and
Chakaria upazilas in the last two days.

At least 21 people have lost their lives in landslides, by drowning, or other rain-related incidents
in the district over the last few days in Cox® Bazar. Masuda Khatun, 45, and his daughter
Shahana Akter, 13, of Baharchhara union in Teknaf upazila died when a big chunk of earth from
a hill fell on their house early yesterday, Md Zahangir Alam, district relief and rehabilitation
officer, told our Cox®Bazar correspondent.

The bodies of Kamrun Nahar, 20, and Tarika Hasnat, 4, of Garjania village in Ramu upazila; and
Shafiul Alam, 30, of Dulahazaravillage, and Kaital Bin Rahim, 14, of Kakara village in Chakaria
upazila were recovered on Friday night and yesterday. Cox® Bazar has been hit by incessant rain
for the last five days. The rainfall may continue for the next two days, said Met office sources.
On Friday, at least 10 people were killed in flash floods and landslides, triggered by torrential
rains in Cox®Bazar and Bandarban. The Cox® Bazar Met office recorded 674 milimetres of rain
in 60 hours till Friday 6:00pm, highest in the district in four decades, said meteorologist AKM
Najmul Hague. The district administration has alocated 150 tonnes of rice and a cash amount of
Tk 11 lakh for the affected people. Acting Deputy Commissioner Anupam Saha of Cox® Bazar
said families of each of the dead would be given Tk 20,000. Many people have been marooned
by flash floods in all upazilas of the district. About one lakh people took shelter at cyclone
centres, he added.

Cox® Bazar Sadar upazila, Ramu, Pekua and Chakaria were badly affected by downpours. Big
chunks of earth from nearby hills blocked the Cox® Bazar-Teknaf marine drive road and a part of
it was submerged at Kolatali point, disrupting traffic. Around 80 percent area of Ramu and Pekua
upazilas went under water. Five out of 10 unions in Cox® Bazar Sadar upazila have been
inundated. Traffic on the Chittagong-Cox® Bazar highway declined sharply in the last three days.
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Thereis hardly any tourist now in the country®most popular tourist destination. Hotel staff in the
town have been passing timeidly.

Emergency: Risk communication

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent

Date: 28 June 2015

Risk communication is an integral part of any public heath emergency response. In epidemics
and pandemics, in humanitarian crises and natural disasters, risk communication allows people at
risk to understand and adopt protective behaviours. It alows authorities and experts to listen to
and address people's concerns and needs so the advice they provide is relevant, trusted and
acceptable. Risk communication refers to the exchange of real-time information, advice and
opinions between experts and people facing threats to their health, economic or social well-being.
The ultimate purpose of risk communication isto enable people at risk to take informed decisions
to protect themselves and their loved ones.

Risk ~ communication uses many
communications techniques ranging from media and social media communications, mass
communications and community engagement. It requires a sound understanding of people's
perceptions, concerns and beliefs as well as their knowledge and practices. It aso requires the
early identification and management of rumours, misinformation and other challenges. As health
emergencies become increasingly complex, as witnessed during the recent Ebola outbreak in
West Africa and in the pandemic (H1IN1) 2009 influenza virus, more help is being requested
from WHO and partners. We need to get prepared for this kind of emergency response.

2 lakh marooned in Cox’s Bazar dueto flashflood
Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 29 June 2015

Over two lakh people in Cox®
Bazar are marooned in floodwater following incessant rain for the last few days. Although the
heavy rain stopped Saturday night, people of four coastal upazilas -- Pekua, Maheshkhali, Ramu
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and Chakaria have been suffering immensely. Many are now staying at flood shelters. Many
houses, markets and roads remain under knee-deep water. The people are facing an acute
shortage of food and other necessary items as the relief activities are yet to gather pace. Around
80 percent area of Ramu and Pekua upazilas went under water. Five out of 10 unions in Cox®
Bazar Sadar upazila were flooded. Besides, five out of 18 unions in Chakaria upazila were
serioudly affected. Traffic on the Chittagong-Cox® Bazar highway declined sharply in the last
four days. Thereis hardly any tourist in Cox®Bazar, the most popular tourist spot in the country.
The people of Pekua and Ramu are the worst sufferers. Some 21 people were reportedly killed in
rain-triggered incidents in the district till Saturday. However, there is no news of new casualties.
Contacted, Anupom Saha, acting deputy commissioner of Cox® Bazar, said the relief activities
couldn®be sped up due to a breakdown in road communications. Sources at the district® relief
and rehabilitation office said they had so far distributed Tk 17 lakh in cash and 230 tonnes of rice
and other relief materials among the victims.Besides, local lawmakers, political party leaders,
different social and cultural organisations are distributing relief among the flood-hit people.

The army is also distributing relief among the victims, said Ramu Cantonment Ma Kamal Pasha
Reaz Ul Alam, Ramu upazila chairman, said the government relief efforts were inadequate.
Saimum Sarwar Komol, lawmaker of Cox® Bazar Sadar constituency, said the relief activities
would continue until the flood situation improved.

Flooding, erosion feared asvery littlerepair work done

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent

Date: 29 June 2015

The heavy downpour on June 13 flooded the district town and caused breach in the Town

Protection embankment at 26 points but only the one at Saheeb Quarter Park area has seen start

of repair work so far. There is no noticeable attempt to start repair work at other damaged points

including those at Khagdohor, Taltola, Kathgola, Dhuladia, Zainul Abedin Sangrahashala,

Kachari Ferry Ghat as Water Development Board (WDB) is showing dilly-dally attitude in this

regard, local sources said. If heavy downpour occurs in the area again, the situation will go

beyond control, they said. "One of my three houses has already been eroded due to the damage of

the dyke adjacent to my house. All my ancestral properties are threatened due to the situation,”

said Farzana Boby Apon, a beauty parlour worker at Dhuladia of the town. "We are passing
sleepless nights fearing further
damage amid the ongoing
slight to moderate rainfall. We
demand immediate repair of
the damaged dyke at
Dhuladia," said Idris Ali, a
farmer who is aso under the
risk of losing his ancestra
property at Dhuladia.

Work of the eight-kilometre
embankment from Khagdohor
to Bangladesh Agricultura
University area began in 1998
and was completed in 2008
under the Secondary Towns Integrated Flood Protection Project funded by the World Bank. "The
repair work will cost Tk one crore. Requests for urgent help were sent to the authorities
concerned but they are yet to be approved. The assessment of the damage has not been completed
yet. It will be difficult to repair the dyke if water level in the Brahmaputra River marks a sharp
rise,” said Md Abdul Mannan Khan, superintendent engineer of WDB Mymensingh Circle. As
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water cannot flow out easily after heavy rain due to faulty drainage system, it permeates the weak
portions of the embankment, causing land subsidence, WDB sources said. Earth-filling on the
embankment during its construction was not done properly, said sources.

PWD makes six manuals on quake-resistant buildings

Source: The Financia Express, Staff Correspondent

Date: 30 June 2015

The Public Works Department (PWD) has prepared six manuals to facilitate public and private
builders in constructing earthquake-resistant buildings in the country by following an
international standard as well as strengthening capacity of existing old buildings to face disasters.
Officials said not only 90 per cent of the constructed buildings in the country are vulnerable to
earthquake, but new buildings are also being constructed without seismic evaluation due to lack
of knowledge or guidance. The six manuals, prepared under a project with technical support of
Japan, were shared during a workshop at Purto Bhaban in the city on yesterday. The project -
@apacity Development of Natural Disaster Resistant Techniques of Construction and Retrofitting
for Public Buildings (CNCRP)© found that current Bangladesh National Building Code (BNBC)
has no provision for seismic evaluation and retrofit design.

The officials concerned at the end of the project shared that throughout the project® four-year
phase, the PWD engineers studied seismic evaluation and retrofit design of RC (reinforced
concrete) buildings by Japanese method, and prepared the manuals. The six manuas are -
Seismic evauation of existing RC buildings, Seismic retrofit design of existing RC buildings,
Retrofit construction and supervision of RC building, Guideline for quality control of design and
construction, Seismic design of RC building, and Vulnerability assessment and damage
prediction of RC buildings against non-seismic hazards. PWD chief engineer Md Kabir Ahmed
Bhuiyan inaugurated the workshop as the chief guest, while senior representative of JICA (Japan
International Cooperation Agency) Bangladesh Office Hiroyuki Tomita was the specia guest.
The PWD chief engineer said Bangladesh is not sufficiently prepared to reduce the risk of
earthquake, as 90 per cent of the buildings of Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet are non-engineered
due to rapid urbanisation. "The government has taken a strong stand for disaster risk reduction.
PWD is entrusted with the task of promoting seismic resistant building and retrofitting public
buildings, vulnerable to earthquake." "Our engineers tried to assimilate the Japanese experience
with local condition, local materials and construction practices." He aso urged the engineers to
go through the manuals for construction of jolt-resistant new buildings. Hiroyuki Tomita hoped
that Japanese technology and experience to make buildings earthquake-resistant can help
Bangladesh to strengthen its vulnerable buildings for avoiding any tragic incident like Rana plaza
collapse in future. He said the Japanese government has decided to continue its support to make
Bangladesh@®buildings earthquake-resistant. JJCA has decided to launch CNCRP phase-11 project
from this September. Under the project, the Japanese expert team has aready retrofitted Tejgaon
fire station on a pilot basis. The team is now working to retrofit one RMG (ready-made garment)
unit at Ashulia. Former CNCRP project director (PD) and PWD additional chief engineer M
Abdul Malek Sikder, former deputy PD M Mafizur Rahman, PWD additional chief engineer
AHM Motiur Rahman, and member of JICA expert team Akira Inoue discussed various aspects
of the manuals during the technical session of the workshop.

In his presentation Mr Mafizur Rahman highlighted the changes in seismic evaluation in the
world during the last 30 to 40 years, and said none of these are being considered here during
design and engineering levels. He pointed out that a large number of qualified, trained and
experienced engineers, technicians and contractors as well as skilled workers will be required to
execute the assessment and retrofitting of alarge number of existing vulnerable buildings. Abdul
Maek said the purpose of the CNCRP manuals is to facilitate engineers of PWD to conduct
seismic assessment and retrofitting of existing RC buildings, quality control and supervision of
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building design and construction. Under the project, a team of Japanese experts, led by Fumio
Kaneko, has been transferring retrofitting technology to the engineers of PWD along with other
public and private organisations since 2011. Retrofitting is a technology that can be used to make
avulnerable building earthquake-resistant without demolishing it.

Contaminated water caused diarrhoea
Sour ce: Kuensel Newspaper
Date: 23 June 2015

Laboratory tests yesterday confirmed that the contaminated village drinking water had caused
diarrhoea in 21 residents of Tokari village in Tsamang, Mongar on June 14. Of the affected, 12
were children. Following the confirmation, health assistant, Chanu, visited the village and
chlorinated the water tank. He also educated the residents on sanitation practices, drinking boiled
water and, hand washing with soap. He also said that, it was raining when the village was
celebrating the kharphu festival. He said the residents could have aso drunk the water without
washing their hands. The chlorinated water will last for few days following which another sample
will be taken to test its contamination. The water will also be tested when it stops raining. “If the
result is the same, then the water source could be contaminated,” Chanu said. The first case was
reported in a three-year-old boy on June 14. After seeing similar cases over the days, Tsamang
basic health unit’s health assistant reported the outbreak to the dzongkhag hedlth officer and
Mongar regional referral hospital on June 17. On June 18, a team from the hospital, comprising a
doctor, two lab technicians, and the district heath officer, visited the households to investigate
into the outbreak and collected samples of stool, urine and water for tests. Chanu said that after
their visit, seven more residents visited the BHU. As of yesterday, al patients including those
referred to Mongar regional referral hospital have recovered.

Trongsa town put on flood alert
Sour ce: Kuensel Newspaper
Date: 29 June 2015



Many places reported siding in Trongsa
A damaged drainage hasraised landslide threat levelsin parts of the township

M onsoon: Residents of Trongsa town have been put on aert after the areas below Chokhorling
and those above Oyster hotel started cracking and sliding as rainwater gushed downstream from a
damaged drainage. The drainage had been built to drain overflow from municipa water tank and
Ebthso (lake) near Chokhorling. Over six residents from Thruepang town have aso moved to
safety to Sherubling by last evening fearing severe floods and landslides from the torrential rain
that’'s been pelting Trongsa for almost a week. Except for a hut damaged by the dlide in
Chokhorling, no other evacuations have been made yet. “The residents have been asked to be
vigilant a a disaster preparedness sensitisation meeting yesterday,” thromde thuemi, Karma
Latho said. The dzongkhag has also decided to place a patrol team in the town round the clock.
“Patrol team of around 10 men grouped from police, desuups and community will keep constant
guard over the town at night at least for few days,” Karma Latho said.

A portion of the road near Tongsa town that was washed away

He said the water from the damaged drainage came gushing down, causing numerous cracks in
areas above Oyster hotel. The flooding has aso caused slides in Chokhorling. “The flooding
also damaged a hut in Chokhorling, whose occupant, an elderly woman, was evacuated by the
dzongkhag disaster team safely with her belongings,” Karma Latho said. Kidu officer,
Chencho Gyeltshen, said although no serious damages were reported as of last evening, the
town was dtill far from safety. “The town is at risk because of the chances of land dliding
further from areas above Oyster hotel,” Chencho Gyeltshen said. Meanwhile, the dzongkhag is
still assessing additional damage from the rain, after two huts below Yangkhil resort and
another one below the fuel depot were washed away on June 26. No reports of damage or
casualty have been reported yet. “The dzongkhag is following up rigorously on additional
damages from the heavy rainfall and earthquake,” Chencho Gyeltshen said. The gyalpoi
zimpon office has also issued corrugated galvanised iron sheets and tarpaulin to the affected
families. Relief kits were also distributed to these families. The rainfall has aso damaged 20m
of the Trongsa-Zhemgang highway near the fuel depot. The new truck parking, which is under
construction, was also damaged. Towards Thimphu, the downpour has also caused around 45
landslides between Trongsa and Tshangkha on June 28. Department of roads chief executive
engineer, Taugay Choedup, said the roadblocks have also stretched to Yotongla towards
Bumthang. “Although abundant labourers and machineries have been deployed in every
blockades, the roads keeps getting blocked because of heavy rainfall,” he said. The chief
engineer also said that, with a chunk of road near the fuel depot washed away, some lorries
ferrying heavy mechanical equipment for Mangdechu hydropower project (MHP) have been
stranded in Bjezam. Meanwhile, police, desuups, dzongkhag and the community have aso
diverted the Thruepangchu, which flows through the heart of Trongsa town, after it washed
away around 10m of the palace’s wall. “The stream however poses no serious threat to the
town or palace now,” Chencho Gyedtshen said. Meanwhile, MHP, located little over a
kilometre from Trongsa town, has suffered no damages from the rain. “ Save for minor slides
by the roads, no damage to any project components has been reported so far,” MHP joint
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managing director, Chencho Tshering, said. Following continuous rainfall across the country
since Saturday night, roadblocks were reported in several parts of the country.Hundreds of
vehicles were stranded in Phuentsholing with the Phuentsholing — Thimphu highway blocked
a Sorochen and Kamji. Road Safety and Transport Authority officials said the block occurred
around 7 am yesterday right after the earthquake. The block was cleared around 4 pm the same
day. Officials said some commuters plied by the Phuentsholing- Pasakha bypass to avoid the
block. Similarly, commuters from central Bhutan towards Thimphu were stranded for few
hours near Lobesa after landslides blocked traffic. “It was a risky ride with falling boulders at
several locations,” a commuter, Kinlay said. Road connectivity to Gasa was also severely
affected. Gasa dzongdag Dorji Dhradhul said the first block occurred at Phuensumpang, the
same place that was blocked for about a week due to a flash flood a month ago, and another
one before reaching the dzong. The dzongdag said that following the rainfall, the dzongkhag
also experienced a power black out since June 27 around 11pm. “Bhutan Power Corporation
officials said that they were still detecting the fault,” Dorji Dhradhul said. Minor landslides
were also reported at various locations aong the Wangdue-Tsirang and Wangdue-Trongsa
highway where falling boulders continue to occur at severa locations. Meanwhile, Dagana
dzongkhag reported damages to three households in three gewogs with minor damages.
Dzongda Tenzin Thinley said the walls of the house had either collapsed or suffered cracks.
“No causalities were reported so far,” he said.

Morerain likely in parts of Telangana
Source: The Hindu
Date: 23 June 2015

Godavari touches 40.9 feet at Bhadrachalam

Revenue authorities have put in place flood management plan as Godavari water level touched the first warning

level at Bhadrachalam in Khammam district on Monday.

HYDERABAD: The water level in the river Godavari touched 40.9 feet, barely two feet below
the first warning level, at Bhadrachalam late on Monday evening as rains continued to lash the
catchment areas of Godavari’s tributaries and other parts of Telangana. The Revenue authorities
in Khammam district have put in place a flood contingency plan as a precautionary measure to
meet any exigency due to the rising level of Godavari. The plan envisaged includes deployment
of seven motor boats in the flood-prone areas along the banks of Godavari in Bhadrachalam
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division and opening of relief camps among other relief measures. Although the water level
remained static at 40.9 feet, officials have devised a flood management plan in anticipation of the
river crossing 43 feet mark. The Meteorology Department has forecast heavy rain at isolated
places in Adilabad, Karimnagar, Nizamabad, Warangal and Khammam districts in the next 24
hours with the southwest monsoon getting active over Telangana. However, the met office has
not issued any flood warning for that period. Kerameri (130.2 mm), Narnoor (114.8 mm) and
Talamadugu (114.2 mm) mandals in Adilabad district received very heavy rainfall in the previous
24 hours till 8.30 am on Monday. Utnoor and Sirupur areas of the district also received 90 mm
and 80 mm rain, respectively, during that period followed by Mangapet (64.6 mm) in Warangal
district. The depression over South Odisha has moved north-westwards and weakened into a well
marked low pressure area on Monday morning and was lying over interior Odisha and adjoining
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh. Meanwhile, the bathing ghat works on the banks of the Godavari at
Ramachandrapuram in Venkatapuram mandal for pushkaralu came to an abrupt halt under the
impact of rain fury. Severa electric poles erected at the upcoming bathing ghat site at
Ramachandrapuram were uprooted due to rain havoc. Road connectivity to Botigudem and its
adjoining habitations in Pinapaka mandal remained paralysed on Monday following extensive
damage to a culvert on Narayanapuram-Botigudem main road due to flooding.

River Bhavani in spate, flood alert sounded
Source: TheHindu
Date: 24 June 2015

Flood water from River Pandiyar inundated houses at Kakakadu and Kasimvail in Gudalur.

Rain claims one life; power supply disrupted in several parts of Udhagamandalam

The hilly regions in Coimbatore and The Nilgiris continued to witness heavy rain on Tuesday
also. The rain resulted in substantial improvement in storage in many of the reservoirs and
schools remained closed for the second day on Tuesday in The Nilgiris. Trees were uprooted and
power supply was disrupted in severa parts of Udhagamandalam and nearby areas. Restoration
of power supply gained momentum since Monday afternoon. Wall collapse caused by dampness
has claimed the life of Rangasamy (70) at Karunanidhi Nagar in Chettipalayam on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, with the river Bhavani being in spate, a flood alert has been sounded along the river
in places such as Karamadai and Mettupalayam. Owing to a heavy flow, entry of tourists to
Monkey Falls near Aliyar and Kovai Coutrallam near Siruvani has been banned. In The Nilgiris,
Forest Department has formed four teams to remove trees uprooted by gusty winds and rain,
while the Highways have pressed earthmovers to clear the roads. Many areas in The Nilgiris
witnessed damage to crops due to flooding and there were reports of damage to houses due to
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inundation of rainwater in Gudalur and Coonoor. The last few days rain has helped the
Coimbatore Corporation draw more water from the Siruvani Reservoir. In less than 24 hours,
water level in the Siruvani Reservoir shot up by amost nine feet as heavy rain pounded its
catchments. According to sources in the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board, the
water level went up from the Monday morning reading of 9.12 feet to the Tuesday morning
reading of 17.88 feet, an increase of 8.76 feet. The reason for the rather drastic increase isin the
rainfall recorded, which is 210mm, the sources say and point out that if the rain continued in this
fashion the water level may reach the Full Reservoir Level of 49.50 feet. Capitalising on the
increase in water level, the Board has drawn 101 million litres a day (mld) for supply to wayside
habitations and the Coimbatore Corporation, the principal beneficiary of the project. The
Coimbatore Corporation used the water to feed 28 wards in full and five — six wards in part in
the old city areas. In Pilloor, with the inflow continuing and water level reaching 97.5ft as against
the full level of 100ft, as a matter of precaution, officials started discharge of 11,000 cusecs of
water from the reservoir around 4.30 p.m. on Monday, commencing 100 mw power generations.
The TWAD Board too has been drawing a similar quantity for its water supply scheme. If at all
there is any fall in water supply, it could be due to the disruption in power supply, the sources
add. Incidents of trees being uprooted resulting in disruption in power supply kept Tangedco
officials on their toes. As a matter of precaution, the administrations in both the districts have
kept fire, police, and highways officials in a state of readiness. In Coimbatore, the total rainfall
received in the last 24 hours that ended at 8.30 am. on Tuesday stands at 297.60 mm and the
average rainfall stood at 24.80 mm. 73 mm was recorded in Valparai PAP followed by 65 mm in
Valparai taluk office and 67 in Cincona, 76 in Chinnakallar, 2 in Pollachi, 11 in TNAU and 3.60
in Airport Peelamedu. As far as the catchments of the Parambikulam Aliyar Project, the rain
helped in considerable improvement in storage in many of the reservoirs and steady inflow
continued on Monday. even as rain continued. Storage in reservoirsin feet and full reservoir level
in brackets. Sholayar 81.25 (160), Parambikulam 15.06 (72), Thoonakadavu — Peruvaripallam
17.20 (22), Aliyar dam 105.60 (120), Thirumurthy dam 25.95 (60) and Amaravati dam 63.75
(90). Rainfal in reservoir areas 60mm in Sholayar, 28 in Parambikulam, 13 and 17 in
Thoonadadavu — Peruvaripallam, 4.2 in Aliyar, 3 in Thirumurthi dam, 2 in Amaravathy, 76 in
Upper Nirar and 80 in Lower Nirar. In the last 24-hours that ended at 8.30 am. on Tuesday, The
Nilgiris recorded a highest of 1,110.60 mm rainfall and the average rainfal stood at 65.3.
Avaanche recorded the highest of 245 mm, 127 in Emerald, 120 in Upper Bhavani, 115 in
Glenmorgan, 149 in Devala, 40.20 in Ketti, 47.20 in Udhagamandalam, 145 in G Bazar, 55.60 in
Naduvatam, 40.20 in K Bridge, 3.60 in Coonoor, 8 in Kotagiri, 1 in Geddai, 17 in Kodanad, 2 in
Kinnakorai and 20 in Kallatty.

Southwest monsoon gains strength, causes damage
Source: TheHindu
Date: 26 June 2015

Arriving behind schedule, monsoon advances over West Coast and North India in quick succession
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Incessant monsoon rains in Saurashtra and south Gujarat, have claimed 45 lives and created a
flood-like situation in the State. According to officials, Amreli district is the worst-hit, with 36
deaths reported on Wednesday. The Met centre in Ahmedabad on Thursday predicted moderate
to heavy rains in the coming days. “The southwest monsoon has covered the whole of Gujarat.
Monsoon is active over Gujarat region and vigorous over Saurashtra,” aMet official told IANS.
The official said: “Moderate to rather heavy rain will occur at most places in Gujarat region,
Saurashtra-Kutch and in Diu, Daman, Dadra Nagar Haveli. The weather is likely to remain the
same for the next five days. Gujarat Chief Minister Anandiben Patel, who reviewed the situation
a a high-level meeting in Gandhinagar on Thursday, urged people not to panic. The National
Disaster Response Force and the IAF have been pressed into service for rescue and relief work in
Amrdi district. Over 100 people were airlifted in Amreli, while about 1,000 people were
evacuated in Surat.

Gujarat: Death toll dueto heavy rains mountsto 70
Source: Business Standard
Date: 26 June 2015

Ahmedabad: The death toll due to heavy rainfal and flood-like situation in some parts of Gujarat
has gone up to 70. Maximum deaths are reported from worst affected Amreli district, while five
deaths each have been reported from Bharuch, Jamnagar, Kutch and Rajkot districts. Meanwhile,
the Gujarat government announced four lakh rupees each as compensation to families of those
killed due to the flood-like situation.

L andslide snaps Siliguri-Gangtok road, vehicles stranded
Source: The Timesof India
Date: 27 June 2015

Siliguri: Landdlides near Rambhi, in the outskirts of Siliguri on way to the hills have disrupted
the road traffic between Gangtok and the North Benga hub. An official of Border Road
Organisation (BRO), which maintains roads in the hilly terrain of Sikkim and Darjeeling district
of West Bengal, said the rain-triggered landslides at Swati Jhora spot near the hill village blocked
the arterial NH 10 on June 25. BRO personnel managed to open one side of the road for passage
of small cars yesterday morning but boulders fell on that stretch soon after totally blocking the
road again, the BRO official said. The calamities caused a major traffic snarl-up as passenger
and tourist vehicles lined up on both ends. The vehicular traffic movement to Darjeeling town,
however, remained unaffected as the Siliguri-Darjeding route falls through a different stretch.
Kalimpong, being on the same route to Sikkim upto certain distance, was also cut off from the
plains.

Moder ate earthquake jolts several States of Eastern India
Sour ce: newsonair
Date: 28 June 2015

A moderate earthquake jolted several States of Eastern India, including Assam, Meghalaya,
Sikkim and West Bengal this morning. Official sources said, epicenter of the 5.6 magnitude
quake was Kokraghar in Assam. Chief Executive Officer of Assam Disaster Management
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Authority , P K Tiwari said that two vendors sustained injuries in Kokragjhar district when an old
railway wall collapsed in the tremor. But their conditions are not serious. In another incident, gate
of areligious place was partially damaged at Basugaon. Meanwhile, government officials urged
people not to pay attention to rumors following the earthquake.

Assam Disaster Management Authority issues low flood alert at Majuli in

Jorhat district in the next 24 to 36 hours
Source: newsonair
Date: 28 June 2015

In Assam, 26 villages have been inundated in Sonitpur district due to incessant rain in catchment
areas of neighbouring Arunachal Pradesh. Official sources said that 3 relief camps have been set
up in the district to shelter flood hit people. Relief materials are being distributed. Flood water
damaged over 20 thousand hectare of crop area. Surging water also damaged 5 roads and 1
bridge in Sonitpur district. On the other hand, over 16 thousand people are also reeling under the
fury of flood in Lakhimpur district. Meanwhile, Assam Disaster Management Authority has
issued low flood alert at Majuli revenue circle in Jorhat district in the next 24 to 36 hours.

AIR correspondent reports that around 20 thousand people have been affected in Lakhmipur and
Sonitpur district. National and State Disaster Response Force have been deployed in rescue
works in Lakhimpur district. Both the agencies have evacuated 75 villagers today. Surging water
also damaged 5 roads and a bridge in Sonitpur district. Relief materials are being distributed in
the flood hit areas. Meanwhile, Assam Disaster Management Authority has issued low flood alert
a Majuli revenue circle in Jorhat district for the next 24 to 36 hours.

Six hundred pilgrims safely airlifted from Chamoli district in Uttarakhand

amid improvement in weather conditions
Source: newsonir
Date: 29 June 2015
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In Uttarakhand, with improvement in weather conditions today, 600 pilgrims were safely airlifted
from Ghanghariya to Govindghat in district Chamoli. On the other hand 1050 pilgrims from
Badrinath and 920 pilgrims from Bhyundar were safely brought to Govindghat on foot.
Meanwhile, repairs work of Rishikesh-Badrinath national highway washed away by 100 meters
between Joshimath and Badrinath earlier by heavy rains, is being undertaken on war footing by
the BRO personnel.

Met department predicts heavy to very heavy showersin several statestoday
Sour ce: newsonir
Date: 29 June 2015

South West monsoon is vigorous over gangetic West Benga and active over North East and
Keradla. Under its influence thunderstorms occurred at isolated places over Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Karnataka, Kerala and Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Met department has predicted
heavy to very heavy showers in Chhattisgarh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya and Keraa
today. In Assam, 20 thousand people are reeling under the fury of flood in Lakhimpur and
Sonitpur districts, as per the recent information released by the Disaster Management Authority.
Twenty-six villages have been inundated in Sonitpur district due to incessant rain in catchment’s
areas of neighboring Arunachal Pradesh. National and State Disaster Response Force have been
deployed with boats in rescue works in Lakhimpur district. Three relief camps have been set up
in Sonitpur district to shelter flood hit people. Relief materials are being distributed. Floodwater
damaged over 20 thousand hectare of crop area. The Assam Disaster Management Authority has
issued low flood aert a Majuli revenue circle in Jorhat district for the next 24 to 36 hours. In
Sikkim, heavy rain lashed the entire State Sunday triggering landslides at many places in the
State. Met Department has issued a warning of heavy rain for today aso. In Uttar Pradesh, wide
spread monsoon rain lashed the entire eastern parts, Terai region and several other parts of the
state as well. A two story old house collapsed under Purani Basti police area due to incessant rain
in Basti, in which four persons were killed while a child was rescued alive. The weatherman has
predicted rain to continue and spread its tentacles to other parts of the state. In Uttarakhand, with
improvement in weather conditions 600 pilgrims were safely airlifted from Ghanghariya to
Govindghat in Chamoli distric. Another 1050 pilgrims from Badrinath and 920 pilgrims from
Bhyundar were safely brought to Govindghat on foot.
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Warehousefirein Malé second in a week

Source: Minivan News

Date: 23 June 2015
A fire broke out in a warehouse in
Malé last night in the second fire
incident in the capital in less than
aweek. The fire at the United Food
Supplies warehouse in the Maafanu
ward was reported to the Maldives
National Defence Force's (MDNF)
fire and rescue services around
8:20pm and was swiftly contained
around 8:40pm.
MDNF spokesperson Major Adnan
Ahmed told Minivan News that the

fire was caused by an ignition in the panel board of a storage container. The warehouse on

Hadhuvaree Hingun mainly stores vegetables, frozen goods and other food items, he said.

Local media reported that staff brought out several boxes from the warehouse to protect the food
items after heavy smoke engulfed the area when the fire was extinguished. The items in storage
were not damaged in the fire. Last night’s incident occurred three days after a fire broke out at
the Kaaminee Shopping Centre in the city’s main thoroughfare Majeedhee Magu on Thursday,
June 18. The police and MNDF evacuated nearby shops and apartments, but the fire was aso
contained in a short period. A police officer involved in the evacuating the staff was
injured and taken to the Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital for treatment.

A police media official said both cases were under investigation, but suggested that last night’s
fire was most likely caused by faulty equipment. “Two apartments nearby the fire at Kaaminee
center were damaged by the fire, other than that there are not much damages apart from the
shopping centre,” he said. The authorities are yet to conclude an investigation into a massive fire
a alLily Store Warehouse in Malé in March.

Government submit billson national disasters

Source: Minivan News

Date: 24 June 2015

The government has submitted legislation to the parliament on yesterday on national disasters.
The legislation on national disasters meanwhile proposes a framework for protecting the country
from natural and other large-scal e disasters.

Addu City accident victim in serious condition
Source: Minivan News
Date: 24 June 2015



A road accident that occurred in Addu City around 10:00am on yesterday morning has left a 23-
year-old man in critical condition. According to local media, the victim is undergoing treatment
for head injuries at the intensive care unit of the Hithadhoo regiona hospital. The hospital is
making arrangements to transfer the patient to Malé while the other victim of the accident only
sustained minor injuries. The accident occurred on the Hithadhoo main road when a speeding
motorcycle lost control and crashed into police barricades.

In late May, a 30-year old man died of injuries sustained in an accident in the Maradhoo ward of
Addu City. Several fatal accidents occur each year in the interlinked islands of the southernmost
atoll. Three young men died after road accidents on March 30 and April 10.

B

Travelling by road risky in quake-hit districts
Source: Kantipur News, Dolakha
Date: 25 June 2015

DOLAKHA, JUN 25 - With monsoon intensifying by the day, the risk involved in travelling by
road in earthquake-hit Dolakha and Sindhupal chok districts has increased. Landslides, which have
become a daily occurrence now, have only increased fear of casualties.

For the past few days, the Charikot-based Division Road Office (DRO) has been busy clearing
debris along the Araniko Highway, Pushpalal Highway and its link roads.

Organising a press conference on Wednesday, the office expressed difficultiesit facesin carrying
out its operation due to lack of equipment and adequate safety preparedness required for the task.

The technical study conducted by the DRO indicates that 55-km long road section between
Bandeo and Kodabari along the Araniko Highway in Sindhupalchok is at high risk as the ground
underneath has developed cracks and become unstable due to recurring tremors. The road section
between Lamosangu and Milti Khola along the Pushpalal Highway in Dolakha is also in danger.
Both the road sections are prone to landslips and sinkhole, DRO Chief Kamlesh Kumar Karna
said. With the increase in landslips in recent days, several travellers have said they managed to
narrowly escape death.

“Just as | reached Sakhine section of the Pushpalal Highway on my motorcycle, rocks started
falling from above and | managed to narrowly evade death,” one traveller told the Post. A big
landslide followed and the road was obstructed for the entire day, he added.

The DRO has instructed passengers to tread the road at their own risk, especially the section
between Lamosangu and Tatopani, due to the unpredictability of natural disasters and DRO’s
inability to take appropriate measures to safeguard people in the event of one.

“A big landslide like the onein Jure can occur at any time,” said engineer Subharaj Neupane, who
has been working in risk-prone areas after the earthquake.
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The DRO has also classified the road section from Balefi to Barha Bise aong the Araniko
Highway as “high risk zone”. As the section between Barha Bise to Kodari is aso at risk,
passengers have been advised to exercise caution.

Threat of landdidesis aso high at Boch VDC of Dolakha, along the 5-km section at Charnawati
and the 5-km section between Bhirkot and Kalidaha before the Tama Koshi River. According to
the DRO report, the 2-km long curved section of Malukhola and the 500 m section from
Malukhola and Sitali are also at high risk. Safety of roads in Busti area between Tama Koshi and
Jiri and Baghkhor areais also uncertain, according to DRO’ s estimation.

The DRO has also classified some bridges in the area as unsafe. Barha™ Bise-Bhote Koshi Bridge,
Larcha Bridge and Bhairab Kunda Bridge along the Araniko Highway have been kept under close
inspection. Rasnalu Bridge at Those in Jiri is also facing risk of collapse. The DRO has aready
communicated the peril faced by its staff while carrying out necessary repair works on 13 bridges
in Sindhupalchok and nine in Dolakha after the earthquake to the Department of Roads in
Kathmandu.

ADB releases immediate assistance of US $ 200 million
Source: Kantipur News, Kathmandu
Date: 25 June 2015

KATHMANDU, JUN 25 - The Asian Development Bank (ADB) on Thursday announced an
immediate assistance of US $ 200 million for helping Nepal’s reconstruction process. Thisis a
part of US $ 600 million fund pledged by the development partner in the International Conference
on Nepal’s Reconstruction (ICNR).

“Just yesterday, ADB’s board approved US $ 200 million in earthquake emergency assistance, to
rebuild and restore schools, roads, and public buildings,” ADB President Takehiko Nakao said, in
a press meet organised on the sidelines of ICNR. “I truly believe that Nepal will emerge stronger
from this catastrophe and continue along the path of inclusive and sustainable growth.”

ADB’s board of director on June 24 had approved US $ 200 million earthquake emergency
assistance which was first announced in late April, shortly after the April 25 earthquake.

Tremor felt in eastern region
Source: Nepal News, Biratnagar
Date: 28 June 2015

Biratnagar, June 28: A fresh earthquake jolted the eastern region of the country at 6:50 this
morning. The earthquake of magnitude 5.6 with the epicenter in Bhutan jolted the eastern districts
of Nepal.

The tremor was felt in Morang, Jhapa, |lam, Taplejung, Dhankuta, Panchthar and other districts, it
issaid. No casualty and property damage has been reported in the quake.

Gorkha quake loss estimated at Rs37b
Source: Kantipur News, Gorkha
Date: 29 June 2015

GORKHA, JUN 29 - A preliminary assessment by the District Disaster Relief Committee
(DDRC) shows that property worth Rs37 billion was destroyed in the April 25 earthquake and its
aftershocks in Gorkha district.
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The DDRC made the report public on Sunday. Information Coordinator of the committee Urmila
Shahi said that private assets worth Rs35 billion and government and public property worth Rs2
billion were destroyed in the disaster.

According to the report, the quake affected 91,141 houses and sheds in the district. Among them
74,194 houses and sheds were completely damaged. The house destruction caused a loss worth
around Rs34 billion.

“We have compiled initial details of destruction,” said Shahi. “We are collecting additional
information to prepare the final report.”

The livestock lossis estimated at Rs242.4 million. Likewise, foodstuffs worth Rs647 million were
destroyed. Around 4,912 tonnes of paddy and 4, 888 tonnes of millet, cereals and wheat perished
in the calamity.

Fresh aftershock felt
Source: Nepal News, Kathmandu
Date: 29 June 2015

Kathmandu, June 29: A fresh aftershock of 5 on the Richter scale was felt at 5:42 this morning.
The National Seismological Centre said that the epicenter of the fresh quake was Ramechhap
district.

Earlier, a quake of 4.3 on the Richter scale occurred with its epicenter in Sindhupalchowk district
at 10:1 pm on Sunday.

WB approves $300 million for quake recovery
Source: Kantipur News, Kathmandu
Date: 30 June 2015

KATHMANDU, JUN 30 - The World Bank Group on Tuesday approved two credits totaling US
$300 million to rebuild houses in poor, rura areas of Nepal and to provide an injection of cash for
the government’s budget to help the country recover from devastating earthquake s in April and

May.

Approved by the Bank’s Board of Executive Directors, the credits are part of a package worth up
to half-a-billion dollars pledged last week by the World Bank at the International Conference on
Nepa’s Reconstruction (ICNR).

“With the swift approval of these credits, the World Bank is striving to fulfill its commitment to
the people of Nepal to help them in this difficult time by putting in place credible recovery efforts
that target support at those most in need,” said Annette Dixon, World Bank Vice President for the
South Asia Region of the World Bank. “The impressive pledges at last week’s donor conference
show that Nepal’s partners are there when the country needs them and it will now be important to
follow through with effective implementation that is transparent and accountable to the Nepalese
people.”

The housing reconstruction credit is from the International Development Association (IDA), the
World Bank’s fund for the poorest countries. It will provide grants to home-owners to rebuild
about 55,000 houses for the poor in rura areas. It will be extended on standard IDA terms with a
maturity of 38 years and a Six-year grace period.
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The budget support approved is an IDA credit to help the Government of Nepal expand relief and
recovery efforts while aso supporting policy measures to strengthen the country’s financia
sector, which has weakened along with the economy. It will be on standard IDA terms.

The Bank has also announced the creation of a Multi-Donor Trust Fund to enable Nepal’s donors
to coordinate their finance for housing reconstruction. Additional support for housing
reconstruction will be necessary to help rebuild the more than 500,000 homes destroyed in the
earthquakes.

“These credits will enable the Government of Nepal to start work on financing reconstruction of
houses to ensure they are rebuilt in a disaster resilient way,” said Takuya Kamata, World Bank
Country Manager for Nepal. “The housing reconstruction credit draws on lessons learned in India
and Pakistan to channel funds through house-owners while ensuring that building standards are
met and funds accounted for.”

In addition to the $200 million housing credit and $100 million budget support, up to $200
million will be redirected from existing World Bank projects in Nepal and invested in
reconstruction efforts. Any reallocated money will be replaced with additional funds.

Scores of housesin Kavreat high risk of landdlide
Source: Kantipur News, Kavre
Date: 30 June 2015

KAVRE, JUN 30 - A recent landdide at
Chyamrangbesi VDC-1 in Kavre district came
dangerously close to the house of Kamal Prasad
Dahal. The areais still vulnerable to landslides, but
Dahal and his family, knowing about the danger,
are till living there.

“This is home,” he said, “we ve nowhere else to
gO.H

The April 25 earthquake and its aftershocks did not

cause much damage to Chyamrangbesi, but the
tremors have weakened the soil, which are evident in the forms of cracks and fissures on the land.
Ninety-one families from Chyamrangbesi have aready moved to other villages like Dholahiti,
Sunthan and Phirphiredanda.

“We were spared by the earthquake, but we will diein landside,” Dahal said.

Senior soil conservation officer Mohan Kumar Shah said around 2,000 households in places like
Pokharichaur, Devitar, Bhimkhori, Maadan Kundari, Kattikedeurali, Kaidabhanjyang and
Chuchedanda are at high risk of landslides.

Scores of families from Kattikedeural are at great risk of losing their homes and properties to
landslides. Cracks up to 50 metres long were triggered in the village because of the earthquake.
The families living in the landslide-prone areas are searching for a safer location to move out.

Chandra Dhakal, one of the villagers, said around 100 families are living in high-risk areas and
need to be relocated immediately.
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“Some of the people have already fled the village after cracks appeared near their houses,”
Dhakal said.

Field inspection conducted by a team of lawmakers, representatives of local administration and
geol ogists have recommended the government to immediately evacuate the villages in Kavre that
are at risk of landslides.

Fresh 4.4-magnitude tremor felt
Sour ce: Republica News, Kathmandu
Date: 30 June 2015

KATHMANDU, June 30: A 4.4-magnitude earthquake has occurred at 3:31 Tuesday
morning.According to the National Seismological Center, the aftershock took place with the
epicenter in Kavre DISTRICT. RSS (adsbygoogle = window.adsbygoogle || [1).push({});
Similarly, two minor aftershocks were recorded in the interval of 7 minutes yesterday
evening.The first one with 4.1 on the Richter scale occurred at 11:27 pm while the second one
with 4-magnitude was recorded at 11:34 pm.Both the aftershocks had Sindhupal chowk
epicenter.As many as 333 aftershocks have occurred following the devastating earthquake that

Searing heat claims another 309 lives

Sour ce: Dawn News, K arachi
Date: 23 June 2015

KARACHI: Another 309 people lost their lives in Sindh on Monday as the punishing heat wave
baked the province amid prolonged outages and stacking up of bodies in morgues.

Since Saturday evening, 445
people have perished across the
province in the heat wave which
shows no signs of abating.

Of the 309 deaths, 301 were
reported in Karachi and eight in
other parts of the province — five
in Badin and one each in
Nawabshah, Dadu, Sukkur —
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bringing the combined death toll to 445, said a senior provincial government official.

On Sunday, the heatstroke claimed the lives of 132 people in Karachi and two each in Larkana
and Jacobabad districts.

As Karachi continued to sizzle at 43 degree Celsius, ailmost every major hospital received
heatstroke patients across the city and registered heavy casualties.

The Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre confirmed 101 more deaths on Monday, bringing the
toll in the hospital to 186 over the past 48 hours.

Doctors at the Civil Hospital told Dawn that 58 people died on Monday.

Sixty-seven people died in Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH), including 37 on Monday. Four more
died in various hospitals run by the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), 23 in Qatar
Hospital, eight in Sindh Government Hospital in New Karachi and six in Lyari General Hospital.

Among the private hospitals, Dr Ziauddin Hospital confirmed seven deaths on Sunday and 15 on
Monday, including a minor girl and five women. In Liaquat National Hospital, 12 people were
brought dead while 10 died during treatment. The Indus Hospital confirmed 20 deaths.

Sindh Health Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar said the government had declared a medical
emergency in hospitals and asked their management to keep separate beds for heatstroke patients.

Dr Salma Kauser, senior director (medical and health) of KMC, said more than 400 sunstroke
patients were still under treatment in ASH and other KM C-run hospitals, while 300 people had
aready recuperated and were discharged from the facilities.

A spokesman for the Edhi Foundation said their morgue was receiving hundreds of bodies, but
because of limited space they could not entertain all of them.

The staggering death toll is believed to be the highest-ever for Karachi, aswell as Sindh.

According to experts, the country’s heat index has been rising because of environmental and
other reasons since 1960.

While a few places recelved a small amount of rainfall in Karachi on Monday afternoon, the
people of the city did not get any respite as hot and humid conditions persisted.

According to the Met Office, Karachi was among the hottest places in the province as mercury
shot up to 43 degree Celsius on Monday. The minimum temperature was 33 degree Celsius with
humidity —a measure of the amount of moisture in the air — 45 per cent.

Some areas in the city received traces of rain, but the amount was so little that it could not be
measured. The maximum temperature in the city on Tuesday is expected to range between 42 and
44 degree Celsius.

On Monday, the maximum temperature in Sukkur, Chhor, Dadu, Larkana, Rohri and Nawabshah
was 43 degree Celsius; in Jacobabad, Mithi and Moenjodaro 42 degree Celsius; in Badin, Thatta
and Padidan 41 degree Celsius; and in Hyderabad 40 degree Celsius.
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Rain, flash floods for ecast for Balochistan

Source: Dawn News, Quetta
Date: 24 June 2015

QUETTA: The local Met Office said on Tuesday that there were chances of rain and flash flood
in storm water streams and hill torrents in Balochistan over the next two to four days. According
to it, a seasonal low lies over northern Balochistan and adjoining areas. Monsoon currents from
the Arabian Sea are penetrating into Balochistan, up to 5,000 feet. 2Scattered thunderstorm/rain
aong with gusty winds may occur over southern and north-eastern Balochistan along with
isolated moderate falls over Zhob and Sibbi divisions.°

Heatwave killsfour more animals at zoo

Source: Dawn News, K arachi
Date: 24 June 2015

KARACHI: Animals at the city zoo and Safari Park have been suffering since Saturday due to
the intense heatwave that claimed four more lives at the zoo on Tuesday.

According to sources, the death toll from the heatwave has increased to seven with the death of
an ostrich, anilgai and two deer at the zoo where earlier a peacock, a peahen and a deer had died
reportedly from dehydration and heatstroke.

No zoo official was available for comment.

At the Safari Park, a black buck and a fawn died from heatstroke in recent days. 21t was an adult
female black buck while the fallow deer fawn was two weeks old,° said Dr Kazim Hussain,
serving as senior vet and additional director at Safari, while confirming to Dawn that heatstroke
was the cause of their death.

aBut you know that we have about 400 mammals. Of them, only two animals have died while we
got two birthsin the fallow deer herd today,® he added.

According to him, all the animals are being provided with electrolytes to cope with the hot
weather. 2Electrolytes are important to regulate body temperature in extreme weather conditions,
be it winter or summer,° he said.

In reply to a question regarding lack of vegetation at the Safari, he said trees could be planted at
the facility only if there was a network of piped water. 2Currently, a project is under way to
establish a water supply system at Safari Park. Once it is there, trees would aso be grown to
improve environmental conditions at the facility. Right now, vehicles are used to supply water to
animals,® he explained.
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10 killed, 35injured as coach overturns

Source: Daily Times, Quetta
Date: 27 June 2015

QUETTA: At least ten people were killed and 35 others injured in a road accident in Shah
Noorani area of Khuzdar District on Friday. According to reports, a passenger coach carrying the
pilgrims was on way from Karachi to Shah Noorani when it overturned in Mohabat Faqiri area of
Shah Noorani. As a result of the accident, seven people were killed on the spot and 38 others
sustained injuries. The rescue and police teams rushed to the spot soon after the incident and took
the bodies and injured to Jam Ghulam Qadir Hospital in Hub. On the way to the hospital, the
three more of the injured breathed their last. The severely injured persons have been transferred
to Karachi for treatment. The police said the cause of the accident was speeding. The passengers
were going to a festival in Shah Noorani which started from the night of Ramazan 9. It may be
mentioned here that 13 people were also killed in an accident in Khaducha area of Mastung
District on Thursday.

Strong quake jolts northern Pakistan

Source: Daily Times, | lamabad

Date: 30 June 2015

ISLAMABAD — A strong earthquake measuring 5.5 on the Richter Scale struck the northern

parts of Pakistan early on Tuesday morning.

According to initial details, earthquake had an epicenter in Nuristan area of Afghanistan in the
Hindukush range 22km west of Ashkasham, Afghanistan. According to the US Geologica
Survey, the magnitude of the earthquake was recorded at 5.5 on the Richter scale. It took place at
adepth of 189.5 kilometers.

Khuzdar rocked by 4.5 magnitude earthquake. It was felt in northern parts of Pakistan including
Chitral, Peshawar, Mingora, Bannu, Abbottabad, Haripur, and even as far as in Rawalpindi,
Islamabad and Murree.

5.5 magnitude earthquake hits parts of K-P. There were reports of the earthquake being felt in
Lahore and Guijarat.

Heatstroke leaves another 26 dead in Sindh
Source: Dawn News, Karachi
Date: 30 June 2015

KARACHI: While the
weeklong spell of heatwave has
ended, with the Sindh
government putting the figure of
those affected by heatstroke at
100,000 in Karachi only, at least
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26 more victims died in the city and two other districts on Monday.

Of the latest deaths, 20 were reported from Karachi and three each from Dadu and Naushahro
Feroze districts, officials said.

The death toll has now increased to 1,332 B 1,234 in Karachi and 98 in other districts of Sindh
B since June 20 when the punishing heatwave gripped the province.

While visiting patients at the Qatar Hospital on Monday, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali
Shah said all the heath facilities had been exempted from loadshedding yet the local power
utility, K-Electric, allegedly suspended the supply to the hospital.

aQur government has to run generators for long hours at hospitals during the loadshedding to
save the lives of thousands of heatstroke victims,® said Mr Shah.

He told the media that he himself was witness to the outage at the Qatar Hospital. He said it was
in contravention of the agreement with K-Electric, as hospitals, Karachi Water and Sewerage
Board and other utilities had been declared exempted from loadshedding plan.

He said the situation worsened because of power outages though the government had made all
necessary arrangements to cope with the heatwave, as hospitals were put on alert and extra
facilities had been provided to save the lives.

The chief minister's visit to the Qatar Hospital was the first one after Pakistan Peoples Party
chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari had visited the patients at the Civil Hospital Karachi a day
earlier. He said the government had put into use all available resources to handle the disaster that
he declared the worst since the 2010 floods in Sindh.

Meanwhile, Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon said more than 100,000 people
had been affected by the heatwave only in Karachi, the total number of heatwave victims living
in other parts of Sindh was being compiled.

A senior official in the health department said that hospitals in Karachi were still receiving
heatstroke patients despite a change in the weather after the last week heatwave. 2The hospitals
still receive heatstroke patients in the afternoon when the city abundantly receives heat,° said the
official.

Officials at various hospitals said the focus on heatwave victims had affected the health care
delivery system for other patients. 2We are trying to keep our focus on all the patients along with
the heatwave victims, but most of our doctors and paramedics have been diverted to the dedicated
facilities for heatstroke victims, with the result that other patients are suffering,® said a senior
officia in the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), which runs scores of health facilities
including the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital.

Four women diein windstorm
Source: The Express Tribune, Lahore
Date: 30 June 2015

LAHORE: Sudden gusts of wind and scattered rain showers in the city brought down the
mercury level on Monday, but resulted in the deaths of four women in three incidents due to the
windstorm.
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In a freak accident, sisters Rehana and Shabana, residents of Data Ganj Bakhsh Town, were on
their way to a relative's funeral when a large tree uprooted and fell on the rickshaw they were
travelling in. Edhi officials said the women were seriously injured and were rushed to a hospital
where doctors declared them dead on arrival. They said the rickshaw driver had remained unhurt.
The bodies were handed to the family after completion of legal formalities by Race Course
police.

Another woman died after the roof of her house in Shamnagar caved in. Rescue-1122 officials
said Hina, 30, was alone at her house near Joy Shah Shrine when the roof collapsed. Rescue-1122
workers and her neighbours helped pull her out from beneath the debris. However, she had died
by then. Rescue-1122 said the family had kept alot of junk on the roof of the single storey house.

In another incident, a woman resident of Imamia Colony died after awall collapsed because of a
strong wind. Rescue-1122 officials said the woman was taken to a hospital where she succumbed
to her injuries. She was around 40 years ol d.

The Nationa Weather Forecasting Centre has forecast scattered rain and thundershowers with
gusty winds in Lahore, Rawapindi, Gujranwala, Dera Ismail Khan divisions and Islamabad in
the next two days. It has predicted rain-showers in isolated areas in Sargodha, Faisalabad,
Sahiwal, Dera Ghazi Khan and Multan. The Met Office says the weather in Lahore will remain
partly cloudy with a chance of rains with gusty winds over the next 24 hours. They said the
mercury level in Lahore will not exceed 41 degrees in the next 48 hours.

The Met Office has also said that there is no threat of another heat wave in Pakistan soon. The
maximum temperature, they said, is expected to be in the range of 450 and 47 OC in plains of
south Punjab, upper Sindh, Sibbi and Makran divisions. The Met Office said another spell of rain
and thunder was expected in northern areas of the country in the coming week.

Gale-force winds hit Galle: Roofs of at least ten houses blown away
Source: Thelsland, Galle
Date: 29 June 2015

Several houses were damaged as gale-force winds lashed Kanampitiya area in Galle uprooting
trees yesterday.

Roofs of at least ten houses were blown away and trees uprooted in several areas including Galle
Town.

A parapet wall opposite the Galle police station had been damaged as an old tree had falen on it,
police said. Galle Municipal Council workers were seen removing the fallen tree yesterday.
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Disaster Management Centre's Galle office warned fishermen that the sea would be rough with
strong winds expected in the evening.

A spokesman of the Disaster Management Centre told The Island that there were no injuries or
deaths reported from the areas affected by inclement weather.

Influenza AH1IN1 claims 42

Sour ce: Daily News, Colombo
Date: 30 June 2015

Influenza AH1IN1 has claimed 42 lives since January 2015 up to date, Epidemiology Unit sources
said.

Fever, headache, cough and sore throat are common symptoms for persons with Influenza
AHIN1 while vomiting and diarrhoea too may occur.

Chest pain and difficulty in breathing are signs of severeillness, they said. The Epidemiology
Unit and the Health and Indigenous Medicine Ministry requested the public to seek treatment
from a government hospital or qualified medical practitioners if they devel op signs and



