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Afghanistan  
 
Flash flood kills 2 persons in eastern Ningarhar province 
 
Source- The Frontier Post,  
Date-22 July 2010, JALALABAD (AIP) 
  
Flash floods triggered by heavy rains killed two persons and caused heavy losses of property in eastern 
Ningarhar province, police said Wednesday. The last night heavy flood left a woman and a child dead in 
the Ghochak area of Jalalabad, capital of Ningarhar province, Colonel Abdul Ghafoor, spokesman of 
provincial police department, told Afghan Islamic Press. He said flood also damaged around 50 houses in 
Afghan Maina area of the city and destroyed standing crops over 350 Jerab of land in the outskirts of the 
provincial capital. Abdul Wahab, head of Ningarhar natural disaster management department, told AIP 
that the flood also killed 500 cattle-heads and damaged 170 house in Sarkhrod and Khugyan districts, 
adding relief teams have been sent to the affected areas. 
 
Afghan officials, UN agencies aid locals affected by flash flood in Nangarhar Province 
 
Source- UNAMA, Date 22 July 2010 

 
Afghan authorities, United Nations agencies and partners in the 
eastern Nangarhar Province are coordinating assistance for more 
than 100 people affected this morning by flash flooding caused 
by heavy rains. The flooding wiped away mud homes carried off 
cattle and covered roads. At least one person is reported dead. 
Deputy Governor Mohamad Alam Ishaqzai convened a meeting 
of the humanitarian agencies in order to coordinate the rescue 
and relief efforts in Jalalabad, Surkhrod, Khogiyani and 
Chaprahar Districts of Nangarhar Province, as well as 
Dawlatshah District of neighbouring Laghman Province. The 
UN World Food Programme (WFP) has committed food items 

for three months for the affected populations. The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) has 
mobilized its medical teams to provide emergency health services. “The humanitarian actors are currently 
monitoring the situation,” said Kenneth Baato Rogers of the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Afffairs (OCHA) in Jalalabad. Other departments and agencies involved include the 
Afghanistan National Disaster Management Authority, UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR) and the Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS).  
 
 
Floods force thousands to flee homes in northern and western Region of Afghanistan 
 
Source-    The Frontier Post,  
Date-        23 July 2010, KABUL (NNI)  
 
Heavy flooding in conflict-affected northern and western Afghanistan has forced thousands to flee their 
homes and seek shelter elsewhere. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Afghan 
Red Crescent provided emergency aid for over 40,000 people - many of them in dangerous or remote 
areas - in May and June. Flash flooding and heavy rains struck thousands of Afghans in conflict-affected 
areas such as Kunduz, Baghlan and Ghor this spring. The ICRC delivered emergency food rations and 
other items, including blankets and kitchen utensils, directly into the hands of people affected. "The 
challenge is to reach those most in need, no matter whom or where they are," said Ann-Marie McCabe, 
one of the ICRC delegates coordinating the effort.  
"Many of these provinces are populated by communities surrounded by conflict but with little or no 
resources and, sadly, nowhere to turn in an emergency." The ICRC emergency aid is provided in close 
cooperation with the Afghan Red Crescent Society. The aim is to distribute it to those who are particularly 
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vulnerable, such as women, children and elderly people facing severe hardship. Delivering emergency aid 
in conflict-affected rural provinces, where access is especially difficult because of poor security and road 
conditions represents a formidable challenge which, fortunately, can be overcome thanks to good relations 
with local communities and confidential dialogue with all parties to the conflict.  
"The ICRC's confidential dialogue with all sides in the conflict helps ensure that convoys of aid can pass 
safely," said Pablo Percelsi, who heads an ICRC sub-delegation in northern Afghanistan. "When working 
in areas like Kunduz, where conflict is ongoing, dialogue enables the ICRC to bring food, medicines, and 
water and sanitation services directly to the victims." Between May and June the ICRC supplied 
emergency food rations and household essentials to nearly 6,300 families - some 44,000 individuals - 
displaced by conflict or natural disaster in 19 provinces around the country. One of the ICRC's most 
important activities in Afghanistan consists in distributing aid in cooperation with the Afghan Red 
Crescent to people displaced by armed conflict or natural disaster. 
 
Assistance for flood-hit in the eastern Nangarhar Province 
 
Source:-The Frontier Post, NANGARHAR (NNI)  
Date:-24 July 2010 
 
Afghan authorities, United Nations agencies and partners in the eastern Nangarhar Province are 
coordinating assistance for more than 100 people affected this morning when heavy rains caused the 
Kambu Khol River to overflow. The flash flood has wiped away mud homes, carried off cattle and 
covered roads. At least one person is reported dead with several others missing. The WFP has committed 
food items for three months for the affected populations. 
 

Bangladesh   
 
Aid for Aila victims  
 
Source- The Daily Star,  
Date-  19 July 2010UNB, Khulna 
 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will arrive here on Friday on a day-long visit. The prime minister will 
disburse cheques of Tk 76 crore among the Aila victims of Dakop and Koyra upazilas. District 
administration sources said Tk 54.80 crore will be disbursed among 24,400 families in Koyra upazila 
while Tk 21.20 crore among 10,600 families in Dakop upazila. This will be her first visit here after 
assuming power. 
 
Jamuna devours 180 feet of Sirajganj dyke 
 
Source- The Daily Star, 
Date- 20 July 2010,  A Correspondent, Sirajganj  
 
About 180 feet area of Sirajganj town protection embankment collapsed yesterday triggering panic among 
the townspeople. Thousands of locals threw sand bags, concrete blocks and other materials in the affected 
area to stop erosion while a large number shifted to safer places.Workers of Water Development Board 
started putting sand bags and CC blocks immediately after the collapse to prevent further damages but 
their attempts went in vain because of strong current in the Jamuna. The divers of Bangladesh Navy said 
the embankment began to collapse as sand under the CC blocks moved away about 35 feet off the 
dyke.Water Development Board sources said at around 2:00pm yesterday the bamboo poles used at the 
hard point in Kazipur Ghat for protection began to surface. On information, the divers of the Bangladesh 
Navy deployed there tried to inspect the situation. Chief of the diving team Shahnewaz Bhuiya said the 
sand bags under the CC blocks were displaced by strong whirlpool forcing those to slide away. 
 
Executive Engineer Abdul Malek of Water Development Board (WDB) said they are examining the whole 
situation to take necessary steps. Sources said the embankment was built with a 100-year warranty, but 
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last year it was damaged twice--on July 10 and on July 17.Panic gripped the locals following the incident, 
as the area of erosion was widening till filling of this report last evening. Huge number of law enforcers 
have been deployed in the area to face emergency situation. Thousands of local people, scared by the 
incident, staged demonstration accusing the WDB of failure to protect the embankment, reports 
UNB.Sirajganj Sadar Upazila UNO Mohammad Hossain blamed the WDB officials for negligence in 
performing their duties. He also told the local reporters that he would file a complaint with the Prime 
Minister's Office (PMO). 
 
 
Quake at 6.50 on Richter to cause huge casualties 
 
Source- The New Nation,  
Date-21 July 2010 by Azizur Rahman 
 
In case of an earthquake at 6.50 on the Richter scale occurs in Dhaka city a huge number of lives and 
properties will be damaged since the government has not enough preparation to tackle the situation, 
experts said. In 2005, a law titled "Bangladesh National Building Code (BNBC)" was enacted for house 
building construction sector to protect people from earthquake. From that time, the building owners 
become conscious about the affect of earthquake. Meanwhile, at the first stage Rajdhani Unnayan 
Kartripakkhya (RAJUK) includes the topic of earthquake in its 'construction law 2008'. In recent times the 
earthquake protected architectural designs get appreciations in various meetings, seminars and expert 
suggestions. Expert said that earthquakes with little magnitude are the green signal of a powerful 
earthquake. It is high time to protect ourselves from the deathly earthquake. 
The whole country is passing through a threat of earthquake. If any powerful earthquake hit Dhaka City 
with 6.50 on the Richter scale the figure of destruction would be immeasurable. A responsible source of 
RAJUK said that they have nothing to do about the affect of earthquake. Everyone built their buildings 
according to their wishes. It is impossible for RAJUK to break all the buildings, is it possible? He asked. 
So, we have nothing to do about this matter.Professor Dr Mohammad Abdur Rob, a geographical 
specialist and the Vice Chancellor of Manarat International University, Bangladesh told The New Nation, 
'Nobody can avoid their responsibilities, especially RAJUK, because its main duty is to oversee the 
infrastructural development of Dhaka city, particularly the housing sector. Earthquake is a natural disaster. 
Nobody can protect it. But unfortunately, we are living in the most risky zone of earthquake in the world. 
Dr Rob also said, a powerful earthquake may hit the city any time and millions of people may lose their 
lives. The affect of earthquake depends on when it will hit-- in day time or night. If it hits during day time 
the destruction would be comparatively less.  
"Our rescue teams, essential tools and expert manpower, and even our hospitals are not enough to tackle 
the situation. Fire incident may occur during the earthquake and an immense measurable condition would 
happen that time. So everybody should be responsible from their position" he added. After passing the 
architectural design from RAJUK, they built their buildings according to their wish. It's the duty of 
RAJUK authorities to oversee the whole process of construction of the building but kept silent by taking 
some money, alleged the activists of Paribesh Andolon. 
 Land experts said that the major last earthquake hurt in this region before 1885. From then till now no big 
earthquake occurred in this region. So enough strength has stocked within this time. The deadly 
earthquake may affect Dhaka city any time. Brig Gen Abu Nayeem Md. Shahidullah, director general of 
fire service told The New Nation, "We have not enough preparation to rescue the earthquake-affected 
people. We have taken a project to build up 62,000 volunteers and we have already trained up 1,000 
volunteers among these 600 in Dhaka, and the rest in Chittagong and Sylhet."Brig Shahidullah also said, 
to complete this project, it may take three years. If a powerful earthquake affect within this time we have 
not enough preparation but our army, navy and air force personnel will help to rescue the affected people, 
he added.  
 
Major rivers in Northern districts mark further ris e 
 
Source- The New Nation,  
Date-21 July 2010, BSS, Rangpur 
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Most of the major rivers and tributaries have been continuing rising at most places following moderate to 
heavy rains and onrush of hilly waters in the Brahmaputra and Ganges basins during the past 24 hours till 
on Tuesday morning.  

Meanwhile, the Dharla crossed its danger Mark (DM) at 6am 
yesterday at Kurigram point and as many as 100 char 
villages in Sadar and Ulipur upazilas and Chilmari, Roumari 
and Rajibpur upazilas in Kurigram are gradually becoming 
surrounded by river waters now. With the rise in water 
levels, the river currents and rain cuts have caused sporadic 
erosions at places in Kurigram, Gaibandha, Lalmonirhat and 
Nilphamari districts where some more 100 riverside houses 
with lands were devoured during the past few days, local 
sources said. Officials of Water Development Board (WDB) 
and district and upazila administrations are closely 
monitoring the situation and visiting the erosion-hit areas 
where a flood-like might be created within the next few days 
if the continues in the Brahmaputra basin. The WDB 
officials told on Tuesday afternoon that a flood situation is 

beefing created in low-lying char areas of Kurigram along the Brahmaputra basin and the erosion situation 
is still under control and they were taking all necessary precautionary measures. The situation alongside 
the Teesta River has still been remaining normal where some very low-lying char areas have been 
partially inundated in Kurigram, Nilphamari and Lalmonirhat and Rangpur districts.The WDB sources 
said that the Dharla marked another rise by 20cm during the past 24 hours and the river was flowing 2cm 
above its DM at Kurigram point at 6 yesterday morning. The Teesta marked a rise by only 37cm and 
41cm during the past 24 hours and was flowing 105cm and 74cm below the respective DM at Kawnia in 
Rangpur and Sundarganj in Gaibandha at 6am yesterday morning. However, the Teesta marked a fall by 
15cm at Dalia point in Nilphamari during the period was flowing only 30cm below its DM there and the 
Ghaghot rose by 17cm to flow only 50cm below the DM at Gaibandha at 6am on Tuesday morning. The 
Brahmaputra further rose by 17cm during the period and was flowing only 11cm below the DM at 
Chilmari and also rose by 6cm and was flowing 121cm below its DM at Noonkhawa point in Kurigram 
yesterday morning. The Karatoa rose by 50cm at Panchagarh during the period and was flowing 155cm 
below its DM there and the Punorvoba sharply rose by 70cm to flow 280cm below the DM at Dinajpur 
point at 6 am yesterday. The Jamuna marked rises by 6cm, 16cm, 6cm and 3cm at Sariakandi, 
Bahadurabad, Sirajganj and Aricha points during the period and the river was flowing only 1cm, 3cm, 
48cm and 103cm below its respective DM at these points at 6 am on Tuesday morning. The Chhoto 
Jamuna marked a fall by 20cm to flow 284cm below its DM at Naogaon, the Atrai rose by 4cm to flow 
394cm below the DM at Mohadebpur and the Upper Atrai rose by 77cm to flow only 117cm cm below the 
DM at Bhusirbandar on Tuesday morning. The Mohananda rose by 2cm during the period to flow 418cm 
below its DM at Chapainawabganj, the Padma rose by 15cm and 6cm to flow 460cm and 341cm below 
the DM at Rajshahi and at Hardinge Bridge points respectively at 6am yesterday. The WDB recorded 
117.5mm rainfalls at Dinajpur, 15mm at Kurigram, 68mm at Dalia, 23.2mm at Rangpur, 55mm at 
Gaibandha, 26mm at Panchagarh, 80mm at Dewanganj and 32.2mm at Chilmari 50mm points during the 
past 24 hours till 6am yesterday. 
 
SAARC UGC meets ends  
 
Source- The Daily Star,  
Date-21 July 2010, Staff correspondent 
 
The sixth meeting of the heads of University Grants Commission (UGC) or equivalent bodies of the 
SAARC member countries ended on Monday endorsing the resolution of fast finalisation of mutual 
recognition of academic and professional degrees. The meeting also adopted the resolution of developing 
common regional educational standards, says an official of UGC of Bangladesh. These resolutions were 
taken at the sixteenth SAARC Summit held in Thimphu says a press release. The meet recommended 
publishing a SAARC regional handbook on chartered universities or degree awarding institutions in the 
member states, the press release added. It was also noted to introduce and develop quality assurance and 
accreditation mechanism by the member states. The member states were requested to make proper 

 

Locals join in the army efforts to protect Sirajganj 
Town Protection Embankment yesterday. Breaches in 
this embankment on the Jamuna put the district town in 
great danger. Photo: STAR 
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utilization of SAARC Chair Scholarships. It was also decided in the meet that the seventh meeting of the 
heads of University Grants Commission (UGC) or equivalent bodies of the SAARC member countries 
would be held in Bhutan next year. 
 
 
Flash Flood Hits 15 Lalmonirhat Villages -4,000 families marooned 
 
Source -The Daily Star,  
Date- 22 July 2010, A Correspondent, Lalmonirhat 
 
Flash flood hit at least 15 villages in three upazilas of the district in the last two days leaving over 4000 
families marooned.  
On rush of water from the upstream has caused the river 
Teesta to swell and overflow its banks, BWDB officials 
said.They blamed the Indian authorities for keeping 
most of the gates of Gajoldoba barrage across the border 
open and cited this as the main reason for the flash 
flood.Low-lying areas in the three upazilas were flooded 
as the Teesta River was flowing only two centimetres 
below the danger level at Daliya point at Hatibandha 
upazila on Tuesday, the officials said. The flood-hit 
villages are Goddimari, Sindurna, Dowani, Daliya, 
Singimari, Madhdho Goddimari, Paruliya, Barokhata, 
Dawabari, Saniyazan, Char Sindurna, Uttor Goddimari 
of Hatibandha upazila, Rudreshwar, Jamirabari, Char 
Kakina and Votmari of Kaligonj upazila and South Balapara, Gobordhan, Kadomtola and Kutirpar of 
Aditmari upazila. Most houses in these villages have gone under about 2-3 feet water. Many people have 
taken shelter on the nearby embankment or shifted to other highlands, locals said. 
 
Flood situation in greater Rangpur deteriorates 
 
Source- The New Nation,  
Date- 23 July 2010, BSS, Rangpur 
 

 
 
The overall flood situation deteriorated during the past 24 hours till on Thursday morning in greater 
Rangpur and adjoining areas in the Brahmaputra basin as the rising major rivers were flowing above their 
danger marks (DM) at several points. The situation sharply deteriorated following continuous rises in the 
water levels of the major rivers due to huge onrush of hilly waters from the upper catchments and rainfalls 
in the upstream during the period, official sources said. 
About 100,000 people of 200 low-lying char villages in seven upazilas of Kurigram, three upazilas of 
Gaibandha and Sariakandi upazila of Bogra and some other riverside upazilas of Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari 
and Sirajganj have been partially marooned so far. The erosion marked deterioration at places following 
stronger river currents along the courses of the Brahmaputra, Teesta, Dharla, Dudhkumar, Jamuna and 
their tributaries on the Brahmaputra basin devouring some houses with lands during the past few days. 
The rivers were still rising with possibilities of further deterioration during the next 24 hours and reports 

 

A flood-hit family a t Gobordhan village under Aditmari 
upazila of Lalmonirhat district wades through knee-deep 
water. This photo was on Tuesday. Photo: STAR 
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of some moderate rains were received at places during the period till Thursday afternoon, officials in the 
Water Development Board (WDB) said. The WDB sources said the Dharla marked sharp rise by 38cm 
during the past 24 hours period and was flowing 22cm above its DM at Kurigram point at 6am on 
Thursday inundating vast char and lowing areas in the district. The Jamuna marked rises by 4cm, 5cm, 
4cm and 10cm at Bahadurabad, Sariakandi, Sirajganj and Aricha points during the period and was flowing 
8cm above the DM at Bahadurabad and 16cm above the DM at Sariakandi and 34cm and 86cm below its 
respective DM at Sirajganj and Aricha points yesterday morning. The Brahmaputra rose by 7cm to flow 
10cm above its DM at Fulchhari point in Gaibandha and rose by more 7cm to flow at its DM at Chilmari 
in Kurigram and also rose by 17cm to flow only 99cm below its DM at Noonkhawa point at 6am 
yesterday morning. The Ghaghot marked another rise by 2cm at Gaibandha during the period to flow only 
38cm below its DM there and the Upper Atrai rose by 85cm to flow only 17cm below the DM at 
Bhusirbandar yesterday morning. The Teesta marked rises by 13cm at Dalia, 43cm at Kawnia in Rangpur 
and rose by 10cm at Sundarganj points during the past 24 hours and was flowing only 2cm, 75cm and 
68cm below the respective DM at these points at 6am yesterday morning. The Karatoa sharply rose by 
43cm, 3cm and 50cm at Chak Rahimpur, Bogra and Panchagarh points and was flowing 224cm, 452cm 
and 95cm below its respective DM at these points at 6 am yesterday. The Chhoto Jamuna marked rise by 
another 18cm during the same period to flow 277cm below its DM at Naogaon and the Atrai sharply rose 
by 73cm to flow 281cm below the DM at Mohadebpur points in Naogaon on Thursday morning. The 
Padma rose by 8cm, 10cm and 18cm during the same period to flow 349cm, 425cm and 304cm below the 
DM at Pankha, Rajshahi and at Hardinge Bridge points respectively at 6am yesterday. Besides, the 
Punorvoba marked rise by another 14cm during the period to flow 226cm below its DM at Dinajpur point 
and the Tangon marked sharp rise by 80cm to flow 160cm below its DM at Thakurgaon point yesterday 
morning. The WDB recorded 55mm rainfalls at Dalia in Nilphamari and 67.5mm at Panchagarh point 
with some sporadic rainfalls at places in the region during the past 24 hours till 6am on Thursday.  
 
'Steps to be taken to include disaster risk reduction subject in NFPE programme’ 
 
Source- The New Nation,   
Date-23 July 2010, BSS, Dhaka 
 
State Minister for Primary and Mass Education Motahar Hossain said here on Thursday that steps would 
be taken to include a subject on 'disaster risk reduction’ (DRR) in the Non-Formal Primary Education 
(NFPE) programme in the country. “It is essential to reach the message of the programme to 82,000 
primary schools across the country,” he said.Motahar Hossain was addressing a workshop on 
'Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction (DPR) in Non-Formal Primary Education held under the joint 
aegis of Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) and Concern Universal (CU), a non-government organization, at 
the DAM Bhaban auditorium at Dhanmondi here. “Half of the population of the country are illiterate,” he 
said, adding, “The government will soon implement a project to literate four crore people.” 
 
30 shops gutted in Chittagong 
 
Source- The Daily Star,  
Date-23 July 2010, Staff Correspondent, Chittagong 
 
Thirteen shops were gutted in a fire at a city market in Chaktai area early hours yesterday. Sources in Fire 
Service and Civil Defence said the fire broke out at a shop in Bera Market under Bakolia police station at 
around 6:30am and spread fast engulfing 12 adjoining shops.  
The fire originated from an electric short-circuit causing damage to goods worth around Tk 30 lakh, said 
Niaz Ahmed, senior station officer of Lamar Bazar Fire Station. Four units from different fire stations of 
the city rushed to the spot and doused the fire after three-hours of efforts, he added. 
 
False Fire Alarm - 50 RMG workers hurt in stampede 
 
Source: - The Daily Star, A Correspondent, Gazipur 
Date:  - 24 July 2010 
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At least 50 workers were injured in a stampede 
when garment workers, panicked by a false fire 
alarm, rushed to get out of their factory in 
Gazipur yesterday afternoon. Among the 
injured, 36 workers of Utah Fashion Ltd were 
admitted to Gazipur Sadar Hospital and the 
condition of at least 10 of them was stated to be 
critical.Witnesses said that around 5:00pm the 
fire alarm went off on the first floor of the 
seven-storey factory at Tek Nogpara. Over 
4,000 workers of the factory tried to get out in a 

hurry. Some of them fell on the narrow staircases and were trampled by others as the workers were 
running to get out of the factory. Police and locals rushed to help the injured, most of whom were 
women.Hearing the news, hundreds of workers of nearby factories and locals thronged the factory area 
obstructing vehicular movement on the Dhaka-Mymensingh Highway for over an hour. Utah Fashion Ltd 
Administrative Officer Lt Col (retd) Aziz said the workers panicked hearing the fire alarm. He said 
nobody knows who set the alarm off. He said they hold meetings with the workers twice a month to talk 
about fire hazards, safety and other issues and they were bewildered as to why the workers got so 
panicked and tried to get out in such a manner. 
 
. 
Thousands more marooned in Gaibandha shoals- Flood situation static in Lalmonirhat 
 
Source: -The Daily Star, Star National Desk 
Date:- 25 July 2010 
 
Flood situation worsened in Gaibandha 
while it remained static in Lalmonirhat 
yesterday. 
In Gaibandha, the flood situation 
deteriorated further leaving around 25,000 
more people marooned in shoals and low-
lying areas, reports our correspondent. 
Jamuna further swelled flowing 35 
centimetre above the danger mark 
yesterday while the water level of river 
Ghagot increased by 18 cm and Teesta by 
58cm.Fresh areas in Shaghata and 
Fulchhari upazilas were inundated as 
water continued to enter villages through 
the breaches of the town protection 
dyke.A large number of people in the newly affected areas shifted to safer places including flood shelters. 
Road communication in shoal areas of four upazilas snapped as all the village roads went under knee to 
waist deep water. Marooned people were seen moving with the help of boats or banana rafts. Croplands 
on vast tract went under flood water damaging recently planted Aman seedlings. Scarcity of pure drinking 
water became acute in the flood-affected areas, as most tube-wells went under water. Flooding also shut 
down educational institutes in those areas in the Jamuna basin. Meanwhile, over 500 more families were 
displaced due to erosion by river Jamuna at Sathalia, Bera, Hasilkandi, Munshirhat areas under Shaghata 
union. The victims have taken shelter on the embankment.In Lalmonirhat, the flood situation remained 
unchanged in 50 villages under 14 unions of five upazilas yesterday, reports a correspondent. Most flood-
hit people have taken shelter on government roads, schools, colleges and at relative's houses. Still, a large 
number of them were under the open sky. They are facing food and pure drinking water scarcity in several 
areas of Patgram, Hatibandha, Kaliganj, Aditmari and Sadar upazilas. Till yesterday no relief from 
government or from NGOs reached the areas, victims alleged.The most affected areas are Dohagram, 
Kuchilbari, Saheb Danga, Majhitari, Sree Rampur, Burimari of Patgram upazila, Goddimari, Sindurna, 
Dawabari, Dowani, Patikapara, Saniyazan and Paruliya villages of Hatibandha upazila, Votmari, 

 

Basharpara village in Fulchhari upazila of Gaibandha district goes under water 
as flood hits the upazila yesterday, right, two women of flood affected Etapota 
village under Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila wade through knee-deep water to 
reach a safer place. Photo: STAR 
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Rudreshwar, Char Kakina, Mohishamuri villages of Kaliganj upazila, Mohishkhocha, Gobordhan, 
Kutirpar, Balapara villages of Aditmari upazila and Khuniya Gachh, Rajpur, Gokunda, Kurul, Etapota, 
Bongram, Kulaghat and Mogholhat villages of Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila. 
 
Chittagong sweater factory gutted  
 
Source: -The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent, Chittagong 
Date:- 25 July 2010 
 
A fire injured 15 people and damaged goods worth around Tk 1 crore in a sweater factory at city's 
Bayezid Bostami area on Friday (23/07/2010). Sources said the fire broke at Golden Horizon Limited, a 
sweater factory owned by Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh Secretary General Abdul Mannan, around 
7:30pm.The fire gutted sweaters and machineries on the first floor of the seven-storey building before 
being extinguished at around 10:00pm, said Fire Service and Civil Defence Deputy Director (DD) Ruhul 
Amin,Chittagong Headquarters. 
 

Bhutan   
 
Heavy rain causes havoc in Gelephu 
 
Source- Bhutan Broadcasting Service,  
Date- 20 July 2010, Gelephu 
 
The onset of Monsoon brings joys to the people as it 
provides relief from the scorching summer heat. It shows 
hope for the farmers as they believe that it would usher 
good harvest, But the case is little different for the 
residents of Gelephu, in Sarpnag Dzongkhag. The 
torrential rainfall for the past three days in Gelephu and 
Sarpang has left a trail of destruction. Roads and bridges 
have been damaged and people have lost their 
belongings.Our correspondent in Gelephu Pema 
Samdrup says, residents had to spend a sleepless night 
yesterday.More than hundred people, mostly school 
going children and vehicles travelling to various 
destinations are stranded in Gelephu. The buses plying 
from Gelephu to various destinations are being stopped. 
The continuous rainfall for the last three days has created havoc swamping offices and residential 
housesIn Gelephu, about a hundred metre brick wall between Bhutan-India borders collapsed last night. 
The regional immigration office, regional revenue and customs office and the office of the Royal Bhutan 
Police at the border gate are flooded with rain water. Most of the equipment are submerged under the 

water.The National Park office was also flooded last 
night and claims to have lost about Nu. 400,000 worth of 
office equipment.The belongings of RBP families living 
at border gate were damaged after it was submerged 
under the water and debris. About 7 blockages have been 
reported between Sarpang and Gelephu highway due to 
the swollen Paita-khola stream. The bridge near Kami-
khola has also been damaged. Our reporter says that 
schools under Sarpang Dzongkhag remained closed 
today following continues rainfall in the region. 
Meanwhile, the Dzongkhag and Dungkhag officials are 
visiting the affected areas. 
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Monsoon woes 
Source- Bhutan Broadcasting Service, 
Date-20 July 2010, Gelephu 
 
Incessant rainfall over the last 48 hours in Gelephu has caused havoc to many commuters and residents by 
mounting water level.  According to our reporter, Pema Samdrup, the rain water flowing towards main 
gate in Gelephu has gone up this morning, swamping some of the offices and residents. Some of the 
record files, office stationery and furniture were found submerged under the overflowing water this 
morning.The offices affected are the Immigration, Revenue and Customs, and the police. The main exit 
and the entry gate is also affected by the increasing water volume. Some of the officials and local 
residents are worried that if the rain continues tonight there are chances of causing more 
havoc.Meanwhile, the recent heavy downpour has caused damages to agriculture land, irrigation canal and 
farm roads in Tsirang. Apart from causing major damages to roads, crops like maize and paddy were also 
damaged by the rainfall.  
 
The rain has partially washed away around five acres of dry and wet land under Kikhorthang Geog in 
Tsirang. Around three acres of dry land were damaged beyond use. As per the initial report received by 
the Geog administration, 30 households under the Geog have been affected by the downpour. Farmers of 
Lower Salami were severely hit.The monsoon has also damaged between five to six acres of paddy and 
maize crops. The flash flood brought down debris, completely burying the fields filled with crops. Water 
pipe of an irrigation canal for lower Salami has also been damaged by the rain. The farmers are currently 
transplanting paddy using accumulated water in the fields. However, they are worried of their crop yield 
due to shortage of water.  

Farm roads in the Geog have also been damaged by the monsoon. The damage has mostly affected the 
poultry farm owners, who depend on vehicles to transport their poultry feeds.  Vehicle and poultry farm 
owners are contributing money to repair the damaged farm road. 
 
Extending the policy 
 
Source: - Kuensel Newspaper 
Date:  - 22 July 2010 
 
To cover houses built on government land 
�
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Most of the 15 houses damaged by a fire in Wamrong last October were uninsured 
�
The royal insurance corporation of Bhutan limited (RICBL) has started accepting insurance scheme for 
houses built on government land in Pemagatshel dzongkhag, unlike in the past. The chief executive officer 
(CEO) of the company, Namgyal Lhendup, said that the scheme was applied, after learning the 
consequences from Wamrong town, where 15 houses were gutted by a fire last year. “Most of the houses 
and shops in Wamrong weren’t insured,” said the CEO.  Namgyal Lhendup said that it is the property that 
would be lost in case of mishaps and not the land. “So people deserve insurance coverage.” He explained 
that Pemagatshel town is vulnerable to mishaps as they clustered. “After the Wamrong incident, we found 
out that all the houses built, like in Wamrong town, in other dzongkhags would be encouraged for 
insurance.” The RICBL branch manager in Samdrupjongkhar, Ugyen Dorji, said only 16 house owners 
have agreed to insure their houses, out of about 21 houses in the town. He said the rest of them have 
agreed to insure after RICBL opens a branch office in Pemagatshel. “They said they’ll come to 
Samdrupjongkhar to complete the formalities, but haven’t turn up till date.”  
Many shopkeepers have insured their houses for fire insurance, but most of them also insured for other 
schemes like landslides, windstorm and earthquake. “There are also people, who have insured for all these 
schemes together,” Ugyen Dorji said. Only three shops have insured for stock insurance, out of which two 
houses were insured for building insurance, along with the stock. Namgyal Lhendup said RICBL 
engineers would do the valuation of the premium, based on the types, structures and value of the houses. 
“Some houses are traditionally built that are more vulnerable and some are concrete that has less risk,” he 
said. “When the houses are clustered, the insurance premium will be higher, because the risk is also 
higher,” said the CEO. “The premium for traditional house will be higher than concrete buildings.” The 
scheme will ease the burden on the government, while benefiting the people, according to a home ministry 
official. “In the case of Wamrong, all the houses and land was given as kidu as the families were badly 
affected,” said the official. Namgay Lhendup said that they would encourage the people of 
Wangduephodrang town too to insure their houses, because houses in Wangduephodrang are clustered 
like those of Womrong. “They are also vulnerable. There is a possibility for disaster before the town is 
actually shifted to Bajo.” Kezang Jigme, from Pemagatshel, who runs a grocery shop in the town said the 
decision to let us insure the house is a good scheme after all we can feel sense of security. “We can never 
predict nature so I can’t take risk of losing and not getting anything,” he said. About 16 shops in 
Pemagatshel town have insured their houses with RICBL starting from July 9 this year, according to the 
RICBL officials. 
 
Three lives lost to fury of rain�

 
Source: -Kuensel Newspaper 
Date: - 22 July 2010 
 

� �
The old Pasakha bailey bridge came down last night. But connectivity 
continues via the 100 m long and nine metre wide permanent bridge that 

An Alto en route to Pasakha 
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opened in May this year.� �

�

�
Kabreytar tree fall� Pasakha-Manitar road temporary block 

�

Three people have been killed and five others injured in Pasakha and Phuentsholing by landslides and 
heavy rains, which also damaged a bailey bridge and flooded some areas of the industrial estate. In 
Pasakha, two boys aged 6 and 15, of Singye village were killed around 2 am, when the room they were 
sleeping was buried under a mudslide. Singye village is a half hour uphill climb from the Pasakha 
industrial estate. The mother of the six-year old boy, who was also sleeping in the same room, was saved 
by her parents and sisters, who were sleeping in the two other rooms of the single storied cement house. 
The body of the six-year-old was dug out half an hour later. However, the family could not find the body 
of the 15-year-old. Police and neighbours helped retrieve the body at around five in the morning. A 62-
year old non Bhutanese, who worked as a caretaker of a building in Kabreytar, was also killed when his 
house was buried under a huge tree that came down in a mudslide around 2.30 am. His body was retrieved 
at around 6 am.  
A couple residing at the the Bhutan carbide and chemicals ltd colony in Pasakha were injured, while 
crossing a stream to escape from a mudslide. A hut, where a security man and the store keeper of Bhutan 
Bricks pvt ltd stayed, along with their families, was completely buried under a mudslide around 5 am. The 
two families lost all their belongings. “We ran for our lives after waking the children and left behind 
everything,” said Dechen Pem, wife of the storekeeper, as she tried to salvage belongings from the mud. 
Many Pasakha residents were awake until morning with houses flooded with knee-deep and waist-deep 
water. Many factories at Pasakha were also flooded with the water entering the plants and damaging 
boundary walls. Some boundary walls surrounding the factories, including the Bhutan-India boundary 
marker, had collapsed.  
The secretary general of the association of Bhutanese industries, Letho, said that they are yet to assess the 
damage. “At the moment we’re trying to divert the swollen Singye river next to the industries with an 
excavator that has been deployed by industrialists,” he said. “It’s a threat to the industries.” The old 
Pasakha bridge over the Padazekhachu, on the Pasakha-Manitar road, was washed away; and the Pasakha-
Manitar road after the Pasakha bridge was temporarily blocked. Farms roads in Wangdigatshel and 
Pachutar were also damaged by the rain, according to Phuentsholing dungpa, Tenzin Thinley. Meanwhile, 
with the Phuentsholing-Thimphu highway being blocked at several points, with a massive blockade at 
Ganglakha, about 32 km from Phuenthsholing, vehicles were not allowed to ply yesterday. Sampheling 
gup, Mani Kumar Rai, said that damage to crops was reported in Pakchina and Dungayna villages. No 
major damages were reported in Samtse dzongkhag as of yesterday. 
 
Official team visit affected areas 
Source: -Kuensel Newspaper 
Date:  -23 July 2010 
Insurance firms are in the process of collecting data from the industries at Pasakha 
�
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A River Of Mud: Poor drainage put the industrial estate at risk. Damage Assessment: Picking up the pieces after the flood. 

 

A team of officials from the dzongkhag, dungkhag and insurance companies are visiting villages and the 
industrial estate affected by the July 22 rainfall and landslides in Pasakha, Phuentsholing, and Sampheling 
gewogs. Except for the bailey bridge and a few houses that were buried under the landslide, killing three 
and injuring five others, no major damage to properties has been reported, said dzongkhag officials. The 
Chukha dzongda, Tshewang Rinzin, said that damage was done to farm roads, crops, houses, and land in 
some villages in the southern belt, while none was reported in Chukha. “The team will study and assess 
the damage, which could take about two to three days.” The royal insurance corporation of Bhutan 
(RICBL) and Bhutan insurance limited (BIL) officials are in the process of collecting data from the 
industrial estate at Pasakha, said officials. About 70 percent of the industries are insured under RICBL; 
while the rest are insured with BIL. “We’ve received a few claims from industries, where the rain and 
landslide caused damages to raw material, furnace, finished products, and boundary walls. Our team made 
a preliminary visit yesterday,” said the claims manager of RICBL, Bhanu Bhakta Rai. “We’ve asked our 
clients to submit their estimation as well, after which surveyors and loss assessors from India will be 
deputed to review and study the loses,” said Bhanu Bhakta Rai. “Although there are no major damages, 
the estimated loss will be known by next week.” However, RICBL officials said that they haven’t received 
any claims or reports from the villages affected by the rain or the landslide as of yesterday. 
 The secretary general of association of Bhutanese industries (ABI), Letho, said that, with the water 
entering most industries at Pasakha, damaging the boundary walls, it affected the raw material like 
charcoal, packing materials, and finished products, such as TMT bars, packaged oil, and PVC drums. “It 
was also to do with the poor drainage system in the industrial estate as the drains are small,” said Letho. 
The affected industries are Saint Gobain, Rabten wires, Bhutan bitumen, Kempa pvt ltd, Bhutan bricks, 
Quality gas, Bhutan carbide and chemicals ltd, and Bhutan steel, among others; while the sub-station of 
Lhaki cement and rolling mills pvt ltd was also partially damaged. With no heavy rainfall yesterday, the 
excavator deployed at Singye river near the industrial estate, managed to divert the river. The 
Phuenstholing-Thimphu highway, meanwhile, opened for traffic around 9.00 am yesterday, after it was 
closed for 24 hours. 
 
Blockages - left, right and centre 
 
Source: -Kuensel Newspaper 
Date:  -24 July 2010 
 
About 4,000 road workers deployed across the country to clear roadblocks 

�
�
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By Rain And Gravity: A scene on the Samdrupjongkhar-Trashigang that’s replicated across the country. 
�
Massive landslides triggered by continuous heavy rains has cut off Trashigang, Sarpang, Zhemgang and 
Phuentsholing from the rest of the country for about three days, show records with the department of roads 
(DoR). As of yesterday, 11 roads in these four places were blocked. Rassu Gonpa road in Trashigang has 
remained closed to traffic since June 30, with landslides blocking the road at seven points within a 
kilometre’s stretch. It’s not known when the debris will be cleared. In Sarpang, about 10 km of the 
Drujaygang-Balung road has been blocked with heavy landslides since July 21.  
Road officials said it would take about 15 days to clear the road. The same day, the Gesarling feeder road 
was also blocked and will take about five days to clear. One of the country’s most landslide prone roads, 
the Sunkosh – Dagana highway will remain blocked for five days; as boulders, debris and mud washed 
down by massive landslides since July 21 have to be cleared. Notorious for roadblocks, the 
Phuentsholing-Thimphu highway has been blocked at four points from July 22. The Pasakha-Manitar road 
has been closed for traffic indefinitely, with landslides blocking the road at eight areas. It will take about a 
week to clear the blocks at Darla-Manitar and Gedu-Mirchim and a day to clear at Ganglakha-Dungna. 
The formation cutting in Zhemgang, along the Gelephu-Tingtibi highway was closed for traffic since 
yesterday. The Dakpi-Buli feeder road and the feeder road to Gomphu village are also blocked. The road 
between Punakha and Gasa was blocked at five points and is open only for mules.  
With the Mongar-Ura primary national highway block at Latongla cleared on July 21, all roads in Mongar 
are clear for traffic as of yesterday. “This year’s monsoon has damaged more areas in the south,” road 
division’s chief engineer, Tshering Wangdi ‘B’ said. “And it’s more than the damage we saw last year.” 
Records with the roads division shows that the estimated budget for damages by rain increases every year. 
In 2008-09, it was Nu 135M, which increased to Nu 185M for 2009-10. “The assessment of damage for 
this year will be done in October,” the chief engineer said. Road officials said that when four roadblocks 
were reported first on June 17, it was an indication that monsoon had arrived. “The first reported road 
blocks were at the Phuentsholing-Thimphu highway, Pasakha-Manitar road, Darachu in Sarpang and 
Dakpai-Wangdigang in Zhemgang,” the chief engineer said. 
 With the monsoon on until September end and more roadblocks expected, about 4,000 road workers have 
been deployed across the country to clear the roadblocks, said road officials. The highest number of road 
workers, 765, is stationed at the Phuentsholing division, followed by 695 in Sarpang. Besides the damage, 
the monsoon has also taken several lives. Kuensel records show that five people, including two Indian 
construction workers, were killed; and six injured in separate incidents in Hebesa, Wangdue and Pasakha, 
Phuentsholing. Traffic police recorded about eight accidents. In 2009, there were 91 accidents, with four 
deaths and nine injured due to road and weather conditions. This year, they recorded 23 cases, with 33 
injured and nine deaths. Superintendent Pasang Dorji said that landslides and road blocks do not 
necessarily mean an increase in the number of accidents. “That’s because, as soon as we hear about a road 
block, we control the movement of vehicles,” the traffic SP said. “So there aren’t any vehicles plying 
when the roads are blocked.” 
 

India  
 
Flash floods submerge over 50 villages in Assam 
 
Source: -newsonair 
Date:  -19 July 2010             
 
In Assam, more than fifty villages in Baksa and Bongaigaon districts have been submerged following 
sudden rise of the water levels in Beki and Aai rivers. Central Water Commission sources confirmed the 
flash floods in the rivers due to release of excess water from the Kurishu dam located inside Bhutan.  A 
report received from Baksa said several villages in Narayanguri, Khagraguri and Bwispani areas have 
been submerged. Flood waters threatened to breach several important river protection embankments.  
More than 20 villages have been submerged in North Salmara Sub-division following sudden rise of water 
level in the Aai river. Flash floods in the districts affected the on-going crop plantation activities. Standing 
crops are also reportedly damaged to a great extent. 
�
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67 killed in train smash 
 
SOURCE: -  THE HINDU, Sainthia 
DATE: -  20 July 2010 

SAINTHIA (WEST BENGAL): At least 67 
persons were killed and 121 injured when 
the Sealdah-bound New Cooch Behar-
Sealdah Uttarbanga Express rammed the 
Bhagalpur-Ranchi Vananchal Express from 
behind at the Sainthia station in the early 
hours of Monday. The engine of the 
Uttarbanga Express and the parcel van and 
two general compartments of the Vananchal 
Express were completely destroyed. So great 
was the impact of the collision that one of 
the general compartments was flung over the 
footbridge of the station.The drivers of the Uttarbanga Express, M.C. Dey and M.K. Mondal, and the 
guard of the Vananchal Express, A. Mukherjee, were among those killed.While most of those injured 
persons were admitted to the Suri hospital, some were shifted to hospitals in Bardhaman district and 
Kolkata.Railway Minister Mamata Banerjee visited the accident site and announced an ex gratia of Rs. 5 
lakh to the relatives of those killed and a job to one from each bereaved family. Ms. Banerjee termed the 
incident “unfortunate” and ordered an inquiry.The disaster occurred within two months of the May 28 
accident in Paschim Medinipur district involving the Jnaneswari Express, that claimed 150 
lives.According to Eastern Railway General Manager V.N. Tripathy, the Vananchal Express was just 
leaving Platform 4 around 1.50 a.m. when the Uttarbanga Express rammed it at high speed.“What 
happened is something very unusual. The Uttarbanga Express had a scheduled stop here but was still 
running at a very high speed. We are not ruling out any possibility, including sabotage. Commissioner of 
Railway Safety R.P. Yadav has already initiated an inquiry,” Mr. Tripathy said.Most of the passengers of 
the general compartments of the Vananchal Express were asleep when the incident took place. State CID 
officials inspected the spot in the evening. Rescue work continued throughout the day, with the Army's 
disaster management team joining hands with railway and police officials to extricate the bodies. 

14 killed as heavy rain lashes UP 
 
SOURCE: -  THE HINDU, Lucknow 
DATE: -  20 July 2010 

Lucknow: At least 14 people were killed in rain-related incidents in Uttar Pradesh which was lashed by 
heavy showers since Sunday.While three persons were killed in Kaushambi, two deaths each were 
reported from Azamgarh, Gorakhpur, Badaun, Ambedkar Nagar and Sultanpur and one in Ballia 
district.Major rivers continued to swell and a flood alert has been sounded in a dozen villages in western 
Uttar Pradesh due to rise in water level of the Yamuna.According to Central Water Commission (CWC), 
the Ganga is rising in Kanpur, Fafamau and Chatnag in Allahabad, Mirzapur, Varanasi and Ballia.The 
Yamuna was rising in Bagpath, Mohana, Mathura, Auraiya and Kalpi, whereas the Sharda was rising at 
Sharda Nagar in Kheri.The Ghagra was swelling at Katarnaighat and the Gomti was rising in Sitapur, 
Lucknow and Sultanpur.Uskabazar in Siddharth Nagar district received maximum 224.2 mm rainfall in 
the last 24 hours, followed by 190.6 in Trimohani in Maharajganj, it said.Kakrahi in Siddharth Nagar 
district received 145.2 mm rainfall, 130 mm in Palliankalan, 100.6 in Bahraich, 122 mm in Ayodhya, 
101.4 in Bansi and 90.2 in Bani in Lucknow district, the report said.  

First swine flu death in West Bengal 
 
SOURCE: -  THE HINDU, Kolkata 
DATE: -  21 July 2010 
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KOLKATA: The State reported its first death due to swine flu on Tuesday after the throat swab collected 
from a person who died over the weekend tested positive for A (H1N1) virus.According to a press release 
issued by the State's Health department, 58-year-old Asit Dutta was a cancer patient who had been 
admitted to a private hospital in the city on July 15 with symptoms of fever, dry cough and shortness of 
breath. His condition turned critical on July 17 and he was put on a ventilator.On July 18, a throat swab 
was collected, but he died shortly after. The results of the tests revealed that Asit had been suffering from 
swine flu. It is likely that he contracted the infection from an inbound source as no travel history has been 
reported.The authorities of the Health Department claimed that necessary disinfective measures have been 
taken and medicines were given to his relatives and those who attended on him.During the day, three other 
cases of swine flu were reported, taking the toll of swine flu-affected persons in this season to 20.One of 
the six patients currently undergoing treatment for the A (H1N1) virus who has a history of chronic renal 
failure is in a critical condition.“Strong measures to combat the spread of the virus have been put into 
place. The regular surveillance being conducted at district hospitals and centres is being strengthened,” 
said Dr. Asit Biswas, nodal officer of the department's swine flu wing. 

15 Killed in a boat accident at Moradabad 
 
SOURCE: -  CBC NEWS, Moradabad 
DATE: -  21 July 2010 

A police official says at least 15 people are feared drowned after a boat capsized in a river in northern 
India.Police official Daya Pal Singh said a boat carrying about 25 people capsized in the Ram Ganga river 
early Tuesday morning. Singh said rescue workers have recovered six bodies and are searching for 
others.He said 10 passengers managed to swim to safety.The accident took place in Moradabad. The town 
is about 300 kilometres southwest of Lucknow, the state capital of Uttar Pradesh. 
�
7 more swine flu victims in West Bengal 
 
Source: - The Hindu 
Date:  - 22 July 2010 
 
KOLKATA: A day after the State recorded its first A (H1N1) virus death; seven more cases of swine flu 
were reported here on Wednesday. The condition was reported as critical. According to a press release 
issued by the State's Department of Health and Family Welfare, seven persons tested positive for the A 
(H1N1) virus on Wednesday pushing the toll of the afflicted persons to 27 this season. Thirteen patients 
are undergoing treatment at hospitals across the State. 
 
 
Rain continues to lash Dakshina Kannada; landslip at Kadengodlu 
 
Source: - The Hindu 
Date:  - 22 July 2010 
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�
Bearing the brunt: The site of Tuesday night's landslip on the Peruvai-Manila road at Kadengodlu��

�

MANGALORE: Moderate to heavy rainfall continued in many parts of Dakshina Kannada on 
Wednesday. A landslip was reported at Kadengodlu on the Peruvai-Manila road in Bantwal taluk on 
Tuesday night. Bantwal tahsildar Ravichandra Nayak said the landslip occurred at about 10 p.m. on 
Tuesday. The Assistant Executive Engineer of the Dakshina Kannada Zilla Panchayat for Bantwal taluk, 
Shivamurthy, said the debris was removed and the road cleared for traffic by Wednesday afternoon. Vice-
president of the panchayat H. Jagannath Saliyan, in whose constituency the landslip occurred, however, 
said he was not aware of it. He said it could be a minor one, and added that traffic movement was as usual 
on the Peruvai-Manila road on Wednesday. Meanwhile, Mangalore recorded 96 mm rainfall in the 24 
hours ending at 8 a.m. on Wednesday. Bajpe airport recorded 86.6 mm rainfall, Belthangady 77 mm, 
Bantwal 74 mm, Sullia 64.2 mm, Uppinangady 55 mm and Puttur recorded 47 mm rainfall during the 
period. 
�

Heavy rains lash Mumbai  
 
Source:-  DD News 
Date:  - 23 July 2010 

 
Heavy rains on Thursday lashed the city affecting road and rail traffic and causing water logging in the 
suburbs. The rainfall recorded in suburban Santa Cruz was 94.3 mm whereas south Mumbai's Colaba 
received 83.7 mm rainfall, the Met department said on Thursday. Train services were affected due to rains 
with many of them running late by 20-25 minutes in both Western and Central lines, railway officials said. 
Water logging was also reported from suburban Malad, Vikhroli, Andheri, Kurla and Hindmata and 
Chembur in central Mumbai. In a separate incident, a compound wall of a building collapsed at Andheri. 
No one was, however, injured. 
�
Five killed in flash floods, landslides  
 
Source: -The Hindu 
Date:  -23 July 2010 
 
DEHRA DUN: At least five persons were killed in flash floods and landslides in Almora district of 
Uttarakhand over the past 24 hours. A mother, son and daughter-in-law died after being washed away by 
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rapid currents while trying to cross a seasonal nullah in Jaiti village. A woman died after debris fell on her 
on the Patlot-Aghora road and a child died after being carried away by currents in a canal in the Galia 
area, according to reports here on Thursday. 
 
Pune records highest number of H1N1 deaths 
 
Source: - The Hindu 
Date:  - 23 July 2010 
 
PUNE: As many as 99 people succumbed to the H1N1 influenza in the state against 1,174 positive cases 
since April. The mortality rate vis-?-vis fresh cases has been very high in Pune district as 53 people fell 
victim to the virus with 463 positive cases. Whereas Mumbai recorded 17 deaths against 436 positive 
cases during the same period. "This is primarily because the H1N1 cases are now springing up from rural 
areas which remained unscathed last year. Besides, there is a sudden rise in critical cases requiring 
artificial respiration. In June, the mortality rate vis-?-vis the number of severely positive cases had gone 
down. However, with the rise in critically ill patients this month, more casualties were reported from Pune 
district," said state health officials. Reasons for the high death rate, Arun Jamkar, dean of the Sassoon 
hospital, said: "It has been observed that other designated hospitals move or refer swine flu patients to the 
isolation ward of Sassoon when the patients' condition has worsened. 
Besides, we get patients from all over western Maharashra. This has also added to the high number of 
deaths in Pune district." "Moreover, with the fall in temperature, there is a sudden rise in critical cases 
requiring artificial respiration this month," said a health official. "During May and June, the average 
numbers of critically ill patients were not more than 10 per week." The country's preparedness to deal with 
a fresh wave of swine flu pandemic, that could be worse than before, was reviewed at a meeting presided 
over by the cabinet secretary in New Delhi recently. The meeting, which was attended by Union health 
ministry's top brass, including health secretary K Sujatha Rao and ICMR director-general V M Katoch, 
came to the conclusion that the virus had got entrenched in India and would soon replace the seasonal 
influenza strain to become the dominant virus causing fever, cough and cold. If not treated early with 
Tamilfu people are more prone to dye of it than the seasonal bug. 
 
 
Heavy rains claim six lives  
 
Source: - The Hindu 
Date:  - 24 July 2010 
 
NEW DELHI: Heavy rains in Bihar and several parts of north India claimed six lives and disrupted road 
and rail traffic on Friday. Torrential rain lashed Uttar Pradesh, where three more lost their lives, taking the 
death toll this season to 57. 
 
Eight killed in Himachal wall collapse 
 
Source:  Zee News 
Date:   25 July 2010 
 
Shimla: Eight labourers were killed when a wall of their temporary hutment caved in early Friday due to 
heavy rains in Himachal Pradesh's Sirmaur district, an official said. The labourers, mostly from Uttar 
Pradesh, were sleeping in their hutment when the wall collapsed around 3 a.m. at Sataun village, some 
250 km from here, Deputy Commissioner Padam Chauhan told reporters over telephone. The bodies of 
the victims have been retrieved from the debris, he said. The victims were employed in a dumping yard of 
mine stones at Sataun, an area known for limestone mining. The government has ordered a magisterial 
inquiry into the incident and announced a compensation of Rs.100,000 to the next of kin of the victims, 
Chauhan said. 
 

Maldives  
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Developing Nations Take Lead in Low Carbon Future 
 
Source- Miadhu News,  
Date-19 July 2010  
 
Six developing nations, participating at a climate change meeting in the Maldives, have announced some 
of the toughest domestic carbon reduction targets in the world. Antigua & Barbuda, Costa Rica, Ethiopia, 
the Maldives, the Marshall Islands and Samoa all pledged to slash greenhouse gas emissions and pursue 
green growth and development. The countries affirmed their pledges during a meeting of developing and 
rich world countries who want strong international action on climate change. The ‘Cartagena Group / 
Dialogue for Progressive Action’, was held on 17 and 18 July at Bandos Island, near the Maldivian 
capital, Male’.The Group provides an informal space open to all countries who want an ambitious 
outcome in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and who are committed, 
domestically, to becoming or remaining low carbon.Speaking at the meeting, Dr. Tewolde Egziabher, the 
Director-General of Ethiopia’s Environmental Protection Authority, said Ethiopia aims to become carbon 
neutral by 2025. Dr Egziabher said his country of 80 million people would meet its target by switching 
from fossil fuels to renewable energy, in particular hydropower, and by implementing a vast reforestation 
scheme.Hon. Faumuina Tiatia, the Samoan Minister of Natural Resources and Environment, said his 
country aims to become carbon neutral by 2020.  
“Cutting fossil fuels from our economy will benefit both the climate and our financial bottom line. It is 
much cheaper for us to generate electricity from renewable sources than to import increasingly-expensive 
oil,” he said. The minister added that he hoped other countries would follow this ambitious pledge.The 
Marshall Islands pledged to cut its carbon dioxide emissions by 40% by 2020, from a 2009 base year. “In 
2008, the Marshall Islands declared a state of emergency because a spike in oil prices meant we almost 
ran out of money to pay for fuel imports. We are moving away from imported oil in order to improve our 
energy security and play our part in the fight against climate change,” said HE Phillip Muller, the 
Marshall Island’s Ambassador to the United Nations.The Prime Minister of Antigua & Barbuda, Dr. 
Baldwin Spencer, said his country aims to slash emissions by one quarter by 2020, from 1990 levels. “The 
importance of mitigation cannot be understated,” the Prime Minister said. He added that “further 
substantive action” was required to “realize the range recommended by the IPCC for stabilisation of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.”The Maldives and Costa Rica also reaffirmed their commitment to 
carbon neutrality, by 2020 and 2021 respectively.  
“As a developing country we are committed to achieving carbon neutrality by 2021. We are working on 
establishing a robust measuring-reporting and verifying (MRV) system to set an example for countries 
that seek low emission development strategies. In future, we also hope to establish an international 
standard for countries who wish to share the carbon neutral goal,” said Andrei Bourrouet, the Costa Rican, 
Vice Minister of Environmental Management and Energy.Speaking at the end of the Maldives meeting, 
Maldivian President Mohamed Nasheed praised fellow developing countries for leading the world in 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, which are responsible for climate change. “These developing 
countries are pursuing low carbon growth and green development because it is in their fundamental 
economic and security interests to do so,” the President said. “When those with the least start doing the 
most, it shows that everyone’s ambitions can be raised,” he added. 
 
Coastguard held a maritime safety program 
 
Source- Miadhu News,  
Date- 23 July 2010 
 
MNDF Coastguard conducted a Maritime Safety Awareness Program for the staff of Sonova giri Resort 
and Spa.The aim of this program is to provide knowledge and know-how of rescue techniques in marine 
disasters. In addition to this participants also underwent navigation and map reading, seamanship, 
emergency first aid and ship board drills.This program which extended from 19th to 20th of this month 
was conducted on request of Sonova giri Resort and Spa. A total of 15 members from the resort 
participated this program. 
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Island growth in Maldives may counter rising sea levels: Speigel Online 
 
Source:  Minivan News 
Date:   24 July 2010  
 
The Maldives may be growing with the rising waters, say a team of six scientists studying the sediments 
and growth of Maldivian islands. “We take climate change very seriously,” says Paul Kench, a geologist 
from the University of Auckland in New Zealand. “But in order to correctly predict the real consequences 
for the atolls, we first have to understand how they will actually respond to rising sea levels in the 
future.”The Maldives attained their current form about 4,000 to 5,000 years ago, according to the 
scientists’ research. Even natural disasters like the 2004 tsunami, which killed at least 82 people in the 
Maldives, do not destroy the islands, Kench claims. On the contrary, the Indian Ocean tsunami even added 
new sediments. “We’ve measured up to 30 centimeters of growth in some places,” he says. 
 
Nepal 
 
Flood wreaks havoc across nation 
 
SOURCE: -  REPUBLICA NEWS, Kathmandu 
DATE: -  19 July 2010 
 
KATHMANDU, July 19: Floods have swept a man, displaced many families, and isolated a district 
headquarter, destroyed embankments and put settlements along major rivers at risk across the nation. 
Prem Bahadur Pandit Chhetri, 50, of Bharatpur-4, Barhaghare in Chitwan, has been missing since he was 
swept away by the swollen Narayani river Monday afternoon, according to our correspondent Chandni 
Hamal. Our correspondent Dil Bahadur Chatyal reported from Dhangadi that floods triggered by 
continuous rainfall for the two days has displaced 18 families in Kailali district and destroyed three rooms 
of a school building. Similarly, the Jayprithvisingh Highway that connects the district to Bajhang has been 
obstructed by landslide. Deputy Inspector General of Police at Far-Western Regional Police Office, 
Bimala Thapa, said swollen Kandra River has inundated Ward No 2 of Ramshikharjhala VDC and swept 
away three classrooms of Kalikasthan Lower Secondary School. Eighteen families from the ward have 
been displaced, according to Sitaram Joshi, vice chairman of Nepal Red Cross Society, Kailali. Similarly, 
eight houses have been inundated in Pahalwanpur, while one house was destroyed in Lalbojhi. According 
to our Udaypur correspondent Maheswar Chamling Rai, incessant rainfall that has resulted in landslides 
and puddles has obstructed the Diktel-Jayaramghat, Diktel-Bhojpur and Diktel-Lamidanda roads, thereby 
isolating Diktel. Dilli Rai, a local, said obstruction of the roads has led to shortage of supplies, apart from 
forcing locals to commute on foot. From Nepalgunj, our correspondent Rudra Khadka reported that nearly 
6,000 people residing in half-a-dozen VDCs face the risk of floods with Rapti River swelling up and India 
not lifting the gates of Laxmanpur dam. 
Technicians say water that has collected on the Nepali side of the river has not found outlet as Indian has 
shut the gates of the dam built near the border. Water level in Rapti River has reached the danger level 
after 15 hours of continuous rainfall. The Flood Measurement Center in Kusum has recorded the water 
level at 5.30 cm. The flood enters into the villages after the water level reahes 5.40 cm. Meanwhile, 
dozens of roads in the hilly districts of Far West region have been obstructed due to landslides caused by 
incessant rain in the past few days, according to our Dadeldhura correspondent Barun Paneru.  
Hundreds of passengers have been left stranded along Jaya Prithvi Bahadur Singh Highway of Bajhang, 
ND Prakash Chataut Highway of Dadeldhura, KI Singh Highway of Doti, Dadeldhura-Jogbuda Road, 
Jogbuda-Daiji Roa, Dadeldhura-Malouly Road, Belapur-Koteli Road and other roads.Our Mahendranagar 
correspondent Bikram Giri reported that the embankment being built in Bhujel village of Bhimdutta-11, 
Kanchanpur, has started crumbling due to floodin Mahakali River. Locals briefly took contractor Niranjan 
Prasad Bhatta under control accusing him of using low quality construction material. In the east, the 
Damak-Birtamode section of the East West Highway has been obstructed at Lakhanpur-1 after a culvert 
over Geuriya river caved in due to flood, Raju Adhikari reported from Jhapa. The culvert that had 
subsided a bit in the morning went further down in the evening stopping vehicular movement. Police have 
allowed just motorcycles and lighter vehicles to cross the culvert.The locals were furious that the officials 
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concerned weren´t serious to avert the crisis after they informed the latter about the caving in that started 
on Sunday. 
 

 Landslide sweeps away five houses, displaces 20 families 

 
SOURCE: -  KANTIPUR NEWS, Bajura 
DATE: -  21 July 2010 

BAJURA, JUL 21 - Five houses have been buried and 20 families have been displaced due to landslides 
following the incessant rainfall in Bajura on Wednesday. Landslide at Jugada-8 of Rajali has buried the 
house of one Nandu Lohar whereas five houses, including that of Surje Ukhada, have been swept away in 
the landslide at Kuldevmandau-1 of Kavra. 14 families from Rajali and five from Kavra have fled from 
their houses under the landslide risk towards safety. The displaced families from Rajali have been kept in 
tents provided by the Red Cross whereas the ones from Kavra have been taking shelter in the building of 
Khanepani Corporation, Chief District Officer Yogendra Prasad Pandey informed.  

Flood toll rises, hundreds displaced 
 
SOURCE: -  THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Kathmandu 
DATE: -  22July 2010 
 

 
Monsoon blues: An inundated refugee settlement at Jamkoti in Katahari VDC-2 of Biratnagar on Wednesday. Some 60 houses in the area have 

been waterlogged following an incessant rainfall. (Phto: Kantipur News) 

 
KATHMANDU: At least two persons were killed and nearly 1,000 families displaced in the floods 
following incessant rainfall across the country today. Two minors were swept away in Bara — Rajababu 
Patel (11) of Uttarjhitaiya-2 by the raging Bangari River and Sabuan Khatun (4) of Haraiya-6 by Katkhola 
in Khatun. Of the 10 persons who had gone missing in the floods in Kabargad of Dolpa yesterday, two 
persons were found dead. Others are still missing. In Amaduwa of Sunsari, 10-year-old Puja Kumari 
Mandal fell into a stream while cutting grass and is feared to have been swept away. The swollen Sunsari 
River has displaced nearly 700 families in 10 VDCs, including Narsigh, Jhokraha, Simariya and 
Harinagara. The flood-hit families were rescued by Nepali Army, Nepal Police and APF personnel early 
this morning.Sunsari CDO Ram Prasad Thapaliya said the Red Cross had provided the displaced families 
with food and tents. He assured them additional relief. Eighty houses in Musahari Tole of Loukahi VDC, 
50 houses in Simariya VDC and 69 houses in Itahari and Inaruwa municipalities have also been 
inundated. In Inaruwa, District Administration Office, District Veterinary Office and Land Survey Office 
have been inundated. According to the control room of the Koshi Barrage, water-flow in the Saptakoshi 
River was measured 2,51,590 cusec this afternoon, the highest this year. Indian technicians have brought a 
machine for rapid excavation of sand from the river to reduce threat to the barrage.Swollen Singhiya 
Khola in Morang has swept away all the houses of landless persons built on the river banks. Hundreds of 
houses in Biratnagar have been inundated. The displaced families are sheltering in Gayatri School and 
Saraswoti temple in Biratnagar. In Jhapa, most of the rural roads have been obstructed due to inundation. 
A bridge on the Geuriya River on the Lakhanpur section of the East-West Highway has collapsed. Raging 
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Ratu River in Mahottari has blocked the Jaleshwor-Bardibas section of the road. The flood has also 
obstructed the trans-border transportation in Bhittamod. In Kanchanpur, Kisan Khatri (26) of Bhujela in 
Bhimdutta municipality, who had gone to Mahakali to collect firewood, has been missing. Gautadi Khola 
has displaced 26 families and inundated more than 400 houses in the municipality. The Doda River has 
inundated more five VDCs in the district. According to local administration, 150 families have been 
displaced. 
 

Pakistan  
 
Low level flood at River Chenab 
 
SOURCE: THE POST, Sialkot 
DATE: -  20July 2010 

SIALKOT: There was a low level flood in River Chenab here today. According to the senior officials of 
Sialkot Irrigation Department, the flow of water was 110470 cusecs at Head Marala in River Chenab near 
Sialkot here. They said that the water level was continuously souring up in Chenab due to the ongoing 
fresh spell of heavy rains in Sialkot Region and in all the catchment areas of neighbouring Occupied 
Jammu & Kashmir. After the two-year long water scarcity, now River Chenab was in low level flood 
today. In August 2008, India had stopped water in River Chenab towards Pakistan. According to the 
Sialkot DCO Mujahid Sher Dil, the situation was under control. Sialkot district administration has already 
divided Sialkot district into 17 sectors and 34 sub sectors to avert the recurring flood threats, besides, 
establishing 34 flood relief camps. All the concerned departments have already been put on high alert and 
they were monitoring the flood situation round the clock. 

30 dead in Balochistan rains 
 
SOURCE:- THE NEWS, Quetta 
DATE: -  22 July 2010 
 
QUETTA: Heavy rain hit parts of Balochistan as flood in Hanna Lake in district Barkhan of Balochistan 
killed at least 30 people, Geo News reports on Thursday.Deputy Commissioner Barkhan said 50 people 
were swept way with flood in Hanna Lake in Barkhan among which 30 bodies have been recovered 
whereas rescue and search work continued in flood-hit area.Road links between Barkhan and Kohlu have 
been cut off as the Nardwala Bridge washed away in the downpours. Deputy Commissioner Kohlu 
Nasrullah Rind said emergency has been declared in Kohlu and affectees being shifted to safer 
places.Meanwhile, Commissioner Sibbi Division Qamar Masood told Geo News that more than 800 
people trapped in floodwaters. Disaster Management Authority has been requested to send boats for the 
rescue of trapped people whereas four helicopters of Pakistan Army also called to take part in rescue 
operation. 
 
Rains sweep 37 houses in Peshawar 
 
SOURCE: -  THE NEWS, Peshawar 
DATE: -  22July 2010 
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PESHAWAR: Torrential rains washed away 37 houses in Peshawar. DCO Peshawar Siraj Ahmad Khan 
told Geo News that 25 houses damaged in Sangu area in Badahbeer whereas 12 houses destroyed in Landi 
Arabab. The rain affectees were shifted to government middle school Sangu. The repair work will be 
started soon, he added. 

30 killed as rains wreak havoc : 70 houses destroyed, floods feared in Chenab, Jhelum 
 
SOURCE: -  THE POST, Lahore 
DATE: -  22 July 2010 
 

 
LAHORE: Vehicles stranded in rainwater in the provincial capital. 

 

LAHORE: At least 30 people have so far been killed in rain-related incidents, reported a private news 
channel on Wednesday.In the provincial capital, three people, including two children, were killed while 
eight people were injured when a building collapsed in Jen Mandir area of Lahore due to heavy rains.The 
injured were has been shifted to Mayo Hospital Lahore where two were declared in critical condition. In 
Shafiqabad, 12-year-old Billal was electrocuted near Aeysha Degree College. Separately, a child was 
electrocuted in Chongi Amar Sadhu, while a man was died after the roof of a house collapsed in 
Manawan. Heavy rain lashed the city for three hours or so on Tuesday, providing respite to Lahorites from 
the humid weather that had gripped the Punjab capital soon after the first monsoon showers on July 12. 
Four people, including two children and a woman, were killed and six others injured in rain-related 
incidents the other day.Downpours have intermittently been continued since last night in Dera Ismail 
Khan and the adjoining areas. At least three children and a woman were killed as their house caved in in 
Aba Shaheed. The rainwater is still present in low-lying areas, rendering the life virtually suspended. The 
rainwater accumulated in low-lying and interior areas of Sargodha, injuring at least six people, as the 
walls of houses crumbled down in katchi abadis. Also, a man was electrocuted in Sargodha area of 
Phularwan.  
The spell of heavy showers is intermittently in progress in Gujranwala and its suburbs. A man was killed 
when the roof of his house collapsed in Madina Colony. Faisalabad was also hit by rains on Wednesday 
morning that brought mercury down. However, several low-lying areas submerged due to heavy rains. 
Torrential rains also hit Bannu, Noswshera and other adjoining areas. A child was electrocuted in Aman 
Garh. Tourists in Muree have been enjoying rain spell for two days. Strong gales forced electric wires to 
fall down that suspended power supply in the area. Meanwhile, a child was killed after falling into a rain 
drain in Terate near Murree. Rain spell also lashed Azad Kashmir and Muzzafarabad.Heavy rains 
continued in several areas of Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Wednesday.  
Due to the increase of water level in Chenab and Jhelum rivers, a possible threat of flooding is present. 
Warnings were also issued to deal with any kind of emergency situation.In Lahore, intermittent rain 
started around 7 am submerging roads and low-lying areas. App adds: The unabated spree of heavy 
downpours is continued in separate parts of the country, resulting in the worst ever rain-inflicted 
incidents.As many as 70 houses have collapsed in Bannu alone, witnesses and media reports said.Six 
persons have reportedly been wounded due to collapse of walls in Katchi Abadis. Another person 
electrified to death in Sargodha after receiving power shocks.The rescue officials are actively engaged in 
cleaning the route of Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, who is carrying out inspection of worst affected 
areas, instead of providing relief to affectees, private news channel reported.Series of heavy showers, 
started last night in Gujranwala city and adjoining areas, is still ongoing with small recesses, sending 
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people in turmoil and electricity broken down for many hours.Meanwhile, in Faisalabad the rains have 
turned the weather pleasant, not only leaving the low-lying area deeply submerged under water but also 
prompting WASA crew to engage in cleanliness activities.Two persons sustained injuries after being 
crushed by house walls in Faisalabad who have been shifted to hospital, while people are trying to rid of 
stagnant water from their homes on their own. 
 
Flooded Chenab inundates many villages near Khanki 
 
SOURCE: - THE NEWS, Lahore 
DATE: - 23rd July 10 
 
LAHORE: The Chenab River almost touched high level of flood at 
Marala on late Thursday with 192,726 cusecs inflow following 
widespread rain in the catchment area. 
According to an official of Flood Forecasting Division, however, 
river flow is now showing declining trend at Marala. At 8pm, 
inflow of Chenab River was recorded at 162,550 cusecs, showing 
medium level of flood. Inflow at Khanki, another barrage at Chenab 
River downstream Marala is rising and touched 107,400 cusecs in 
the evening.The Head Khanki administration has opened all gates of 
bridge on Chenab River as they feared more inflow of water in river 
at Kahnki area.As many as 72 villages a re feared to have been 
submerged under water between Rasool Qadir and Khanki areas due 
to rash waves of water being at outflow from Chenab River.Many ripened crops including wheat and 
cotton, have been damaged by floodwater in villages near Head Khanki area and those included Thatti 
Balooch, Garhi Gillah, Burj Chima and Burj Thalla. River Kabul at Nowshera and River Indus at 
Chashma are in medium flood with inflow of 78,600 cusecs and 445,300 cusecs respectively.Inflow at 
Jhelum River at Mangla was 78,000 cusecs, showing low flood. River Indus at Tarbela, Kalabagh, Taunsa 
and Guddu is in low flood.High flows helped increase level of both Tarbela and Mangla dams 
significantly. Water level of Tarbela dam leapt by seven feet in last 24 hours, rising to 1493.23 ft against 
maximum conservation level of 1550 ft.Similarly, two feet rise was witnessed in the level of Mangla 
Lake. Mangla dam was still 20 ft short of its maximum conservation level of 1210 ft. Meanwhile, water 
outflow from Kotri Barrage into sea continued unabated. On Thursday, outflow from Kotri Barrage on 
Indus River jumped to 19,700 cusecs. 
 

Dozens lose life in rains, floods across country 
 
SOURCE: -DAILY TIMES, Lahore 
DATE: - 23 July 2010 
 
* Heavy rains cause Tanga dam to fail in Kohlu, seven villages inundated  
* Widespread rains expected during next 36 hours 

LAHORE: At least 43 people were killed, while many others were 
injured, as heavy rains continued to wreak havoc across the country, a 
private TV channel reported on Thursday.Balochistan was the hardest hit, 
where 30 people were killed after their houses were swept away in flash 
floods. According to officials, overnight rains caused flash floods in Nari 
River, which destroyed homes in four villages in Barkhan district. More 
than 50 people were also swept away by the raging waters. So far, 30 
bodies have been found, while 20 people are still missing.Two days of 
rains have swelled most seasonal waterways in the province. Sibi and 
Kohlu districts have also been severely affected by the rains and the area 

has been cut off from the rest of the province. Around 4,000 flood-affected people are stranded in the area. 
Authorities have dispatched relief goods in two army helicopters for the people.In Kohlu, the Tanga dam 
gave way after heavy rains and the resulting flood has inundated seven villages.There were also dozens of 
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deaths in rain-related incidents in Gujranwala, Sargodha, Mandi Bahauddin, Daska, Faisalabad, Murree, 
Dera Ismail Khan, Bannu and Sialkot. 

 
Death toll in Balochistan flash floods rises to 53 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, Quetta 
DATE: - 24 July 2010 

*  Kohlu, Barkhan, Sibi severely affected by torrential rains* Over 80,000 people affected by rains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUETTA: Death toll in flood-related incidents in Balochistan rose to 53 on Friday, as 13 more bodies 
were recovered.Relief efforts could not be started in most flood-affected areas of the province, where — 
according to estimates — more than 80,000 people have been seriously affected. The train services 
between Quetta and Jacobabad have also been suspended after a section of the rail track was washed away 
by flash floods. Hassan Baloch, Balochistan Disaster Management director general, said that 13 bodies 
had been recovered from Barkhan and three from Wazir Machi village of Lehri Tehsil during the past two 
days. He said that two helicopters reached the affected areas on Friday in order to rescue the stranded 
people, while 14 trucks carrying relief goods had also reached Kohlu, Barkhan and Sibi.On the other hand, 
flood-affected people in Bakhtiarabad staged a protest on the national highway, disrupting the flow of 
traffic for several hours.Local tribal elder, Sardar Sarfraz Khan Domki, said that flash floods had 
completely destroyed a village, which was home to 4,000 people.“The villagers are homeless and have 
nothing left. However, so far no relief goods have been provided to them,” he said.  

The protesters burnt tyres and chanted slogans against the administration. Sibi Division Commissioner 
Qamar Masood said that Sibi and Lehri had been severely affected by the flash floods, where at least 
10,000 people were in need of government help. However, the local people claimed that over 80,000 
people had been affected by the floods. Masood claimed relief work had started in the area. “We have a 
single helicopter and are providing relief goods to the people,” he said, adding that they had provided tents 
to the affected people, as most of them had refused to move to relief camps set up by the government. 
Referring to the protest, he said that the administration had held talks with the protesting people of 
Baktiarabad and started relief work in the area. A five-kilometre long section of railway track was washed 
away by floods in Baktiarabad village, which has disrupted rail traffic linking Quetta with the rest of the 
country. According to railway officials, the sections of the track had been damaged in Baktiarabad and 
Damboli areas.  

Efforts to repair the track are underway and railway officials say the service would be restored within two 
days. All Quetta-bound trains have been stopped in Rhori and Jacobabad stations.According to Quetta 
Electric Supply Company (QESCO), around 13 power pylons had been washed away or completely 
damaged in Kohlu and Barkhan, plunging the areas into complete darkness. The situation is similar in 
Kohlu tehsil, where 30 villages have been affected by flash floods and over 20,000 people have been 
rendered homeless.Zhob Division Commissioner Mir Ikhtiar Bangulzai said 25 to 30 villages have been 
damaged and around 20,000 people have been affected by the flash floods. Relief camps, flood control 
centers had been established in the area, where people are getting goods, tents, blankets and drinking 
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water, he said. However, he said helicopters carrying relief goods could not take off from Quetta due to 
bad weather. National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) Chairman Lt General (r) Nadeem Ahmed 
is due to visit Quetta today (Saturday) to oversee the relief efforts. 

Flash floods wreak havoc 
 
SOURCE: - IRIN NEWS, Quetta 
DATE: - 25 July 2010 
 

QUETTA, 25 July 2010 (IRIN) - With the onset of a heavier 
than usual monsoon season, assistance to tens of thousands 
of people affected by torrential rains and flash floods in 
different areas of the country has not been adequate and the 
risk of disease outbreaks is growing, local authorities have 
said. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) said in a 23 July humanitarian update that 
the worst affected areas have been the northeastern province 
of Punjab and southwestern province of Balochistan. 
According to Hassan Baloch, Director General of the 
Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) in 
Balochistan, flash floods caused by heavy rain since 20 July 
have killed at least 50 people and affected 50,000 in the 
worst-hit district of Barkhan, about 350km east of provincial 
capital Quetta. He said neighbouring Kohlu and Sibi 

districts were also badly affected. “The rain is continuing and water is surrounding houses. People are now 
really scared,” local resident Amjad Baloch told IRIN on the phone from Kohlu on 24 July. “It has been 
raining more or less continually for two days here. Very little is being done to help people, many of whom 
have lost homes.” Major-General Saleem Nawaz, chief of Balochistan’s Frontier Corps, a federal 
paramilitary force, told the media that relief and rescue operations had been launched to “move affected 
people to safe locations”. More than 40 villages have been inundated by floodwater in Kohlu, leaving 
hundreds of people stranded. Around 28,000 people were reportedly marooned in Sibi district. In other 
areas of Balochistan, homeless people have been sleeping in the open, with some abandoning homes to 
head for higher land. Riverine floods triggered by the rains have been responsible for the flooding in many 
areas. An emergency has been declared in Kohlu district and areas around the Turkha Dam have been 
evacuated. The collapse of a bridge means the road link between Kohlu and the rest of the country has 
been severed.  

Relief not adequate  

Nasrullah Rind, Deputy Commissioner of Kohlu, told the media that relief goods provided by PDMA 
were not adequate. “Three hundred families have been affected and they are all living in relief camps, but 
till now just 100 tents and 200 bags of wheat have been received,” he said. Rind said he feared water-
borne diseases would break out in affected areas. While Balochistan province has been particularly hard 
hit, there have been dozens of deaths in rain-related incidents across the northwestern province of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and in Punjab province. Most people have died as a result of house collapses or 
electrocution. Rains have also caused waterways to swell in northern areas and in Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir while flooding has been reported in some southern Punjab districts.  Pakistan’s Meteorological 
Office has predicted that widespread rains and thunderstorms would continue in northern parts of the 
country. The monsoon season usually lasts until September.  

Sri Lanka  
 
Fire destroys 2,500 acres 
 
SOURCE: -  DAILY NEWS, Colombo 

 
Photo: WMO  

Flooding in Pakistan (file photo) 
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DATE: -  20 July 2010 

COLOMBO: A bush fire in the Hurulu Forest Reserve, Habarana affected over 2,500 acres yesterday, 
with officials claiming that there was a strong possibility that the fire may have been caused due to an act 
of arson.Two helicopters from the near by Sigiriya Air Force and Civil Defence Force personnel were 
called to control the fire which was spreading rapidly, assisted by strong winds.However, even at the time 
of going to press yesterday evening, the fire was still spreading, according to Forest Conservation 
Department officials.They also claimed that over 2,500 acres had been totally destroyed.The Forest 
Conservation officers assisted by the Police, Air Force and the CDF were engaged in hectic activity to 
control the spreading fire.  

More tsunami warning towers for North  

SOURCE: -  DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: -  21st July 10 

The Disaster Management Centre (DMC) will set-up 25 tsunami early warning towers along the Northern 
coastal belt in addition to the existing towers. DMC Deputy Director Pradeep Kodippilly said as part of 
covering all coastal areas by establishing tsunami early warning towers, the DMC has taken measures to 
set-up another 25 early warning towers along the Northern coastal belt. The DMC has already started 
constructing the tsunami early warning towers in the Northern coastal belt, he added. "These tsunami early 
warning towers will be set-up in addition to 55 existing early warning towers in the Northern Province. 
The early warning towers have been set-up to alert people in case of a tsunami or cyclone," Kodippilly 
told the Daily News. He said many tsunami early warning towers particularly in Mullaitivu and 
Kilinochchi districts were damaged or destroyed during the war. The DMC will set up early warning 
towers in Mannar, Mullaitivu, Kilinochchi and Jaffna districts while a tower will be set-up in Delf Island. 
Around 25 tsunami early warning towers were built along the coastal line from Puttalam to Trincomalee. 
The number of early warning towers will also be increased in the Eastern and Southern coastal belts.  

Dengue spreading fast in Sri Lanka; no remedy in sight 

SOURCE: -  COLOMBO PAGE, Colombo 
DATE: -  22July 2010 

Colombo: Sri Lanka's hospitals islands wide are overflowing with dengue patients, 
according to hospital sources. Health sources say that around 2,000 dengue 
patients are currently being treated in government hospitals. The Director of the 
Colombo National Hospital Hector Weerasinghe said to media that some medical 
wards are overcrowded with dengue patients. According to the dengue report 
released today by the Epidemiology Unit of Sri Lanka's Health Ministry, 158 
people have succumbed to the mosquito-borne disease within this year. A total of 
21,677 cases have been reported up to today. A surge of the disease has been 
observed in the disease this month with 20 deaths reporting in the first three weeks 

despite the heightened efforts to eradicate the disease carrying mosquitoes. The most affected was 
Colombo district with 3,414 cases reporting. Gampaha district with 2,563 cases and Jaffna district with 
2,434 cases also reported high incidences of the disease. The health authorities earlier announced the 
introduction of locally made BTI bacteria to the market to arrest the mosquito-borne epidemic. However, 
reliable sources say that a tug-of-war is taking place in the health authorities regarding introducing the 
locally made BTI and importing the bacteria from Cuba. 

 
 


