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Afghanistan

AIHRC establishes ‘Protection of Civilian Committeein Armed Conflict’ in Kunduz

Source-UNAMA,
Date-12 July 2010 by Shamsuddin Hamedi,

The Afghanistan Independent Human Rights CommisgaiiRC)
and the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afgeam (UNAMA)
Human Rights Unit recently established the Protectof Civilian
Committee in Armed Conflict in Kunduz. According tdayatullah
Amiri, Head of AIHRC's regional office in Kunduzhé objective of
the Committee is to convince Government author#ied all parties to
the conflict to prevent and to reduce the civil@usalities. “Based on
national laws and the international conventions tagaties, we want to
create a transparent mechanism among AIHRC, cidtiesty
associations, community elders and nongovernmesrigdnizations to make decisions regarding the
protection of civilians during the armed confliddid Amiri. The Committee is expected to meet tvéce
month to discuss civilian casualties, to invesggadmage to residential areas from armed conflidita
protect the rights of displaced people. Dr Hamy#&damoosh, Head of the Kunduz Regional Hospital,
believes the establishment of the committee willapeeffective step toward the reduction of civilian
casualties. According to a report published by UNBMHuman Rights Unit, 2,412 civilian were killed
in armed conflict in Afghanistan during 2009. UNAMWll publish its 2010 mid-year report on the
protection of civilians in the coming weeks.

Three Dead as Car Plunges into River

Source-Daily Outlook Afghanistan,

Date-13 July 2010, PARAKH (Pajhwok)

Three people were killed and as many wounded ondelpr§12/07/2010), when a speeding car plunged
into a river in the central province of Panjsherpdice official said. The accident happened due to
reckless driving in the Zani area of Khanj distrat2pm, First Lieutenant Khan Sherin told Pajhwok
Afghan News. A child and the driver were amongdkad. Sherin said the injured were transferreti¢o t
Panjsher Emergency Hospital for medical treatm@nt.Akbar Jan, director of the hospital, said two o
the wounded people were discharged after beingradimied first aid. The third man, who is said &oi

a stable condition, is still under treatment.



Nine Million Afghans Live in Poverty

Source-Qugnoos,
Date-15 July 2010, Kabul

More than 9 million Afghans, that comprise 36
percent of the Afghan population, live in poverty,
according to a report released by the Ministry of
Finance and the World Bank Poverty has forced 8
million Afghan children and adults to work, of
whom 18 percent are busy in back-breaking jobs,
the report adds. The report has cited climate
changes effective in the level of poverty increase
decrease, and explains that the economy of 36
percent of Afghans is based on agriculture, adding
that almost 8 percent of Afghans are unemployed. It
also notes that more than 80 percent of Afghan men

; and 40 percent of women are busy in the work
force of which 50 percent suffer from insufficiewbrking hours. It is mentioned that 40 percent of
Afghan children are busy in the workforce, and témes deprived of getting an education. More than 50
percent of men and 22 percent of women in Afghanistre literate, and more than 40 percent of bogls a
30 percent of girls have access to education,apert adds. The report also adds that only 24 peide
mothers in poor families have access to birth-gj\viacilities. Although the figure is known to bedwer
three times larger in some areas. The report adals hore than 1 million people are disabled in
Afghanistan, of which 400,000 are totally cripplédnly 20 percent of Afghans have access to clean
drinking water. The number is 40 percent in urbegas and 20 percent in rural areas. The report also
counts positive changes in some fields in Afghamistorty percent increase in the number of yoemgst
going to school, 7 percent literacy increase amanghs and the increase of children’s immunity agai
diseases have been among the positive changes ifgfnan society in the past nine years. The report
also warns that most Afghans do not have a stabtenie, and are more vulnerable towards bad economic
conditions.

Bangladesh -

12 persons missing in Ashulia boat capsize

Source-The Daily Star,
Date- 12 July 2010, Star Online Report

A trawler packed with labourers and ready-made gatmvorkers collided Sunday night (11/07/2010)
with a cargo boat and capsized in Ashulia, on thtskirts of the capital, leaving around 12 people
unaccounted for.An official at the Fire Service &idil Defence, who did not want to be named, ol
Daily Star it had received a message that 12 tpelgple went missing after the accident and it sent
divers team for rescuing.Serajul Islam, officerdmarge of the Ashulia Police Station, said the boat
capsized around 10:00pm with some 45 passengestlyntetbourers, on board. He instantly did not give
any account of the missing but said many of thermagad to swim ashore. Seven to eight women
garment workers were among the passengers of tthesurawler, the police officer said.

2 lives lost in lightning

Source-The Dally Star,
Date-12 July 2010, UNB, Cox's Bazar

Two people were killed and five others injured &sinderbolts struck them at different times in
Moheshkhali upazila on Friday (09/07/2010). Mohidar, 20, was killed and three others were injured
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when a thunderbolt struck them during work at gdield in the morning. In another incident, an old
woman, Halima Khatun, 55, of Fakiraghona villag¢hie upazila died instantly when a thunderboltcitru
her while she was working at her house.

20 hurt as train derails

Source-The Dally Star,
Date-12 July 2010, UNB, Comilla

At least 20 people were injured as a train derailedr Lalmai
railway station on Dhaka-Chittagong route in Sagtarth upazila |
yesterday. Locals said three compartments of @uttg-bound |,
Mahanagar Provati Express train went off the tratdaving 20 Pz
people injured at about 12:20pm. Train communicatn the = °
route remained suspended following the incidentivRy |
sources said, train link on the route would resafter rescue of |,

the derailed train. :

Flood in Netrakona, Thakurgaon hits 30 villages

Source-The Dally Star,
Date-13 July 2010, Star National Desk

Flash flood hit at least 30 villages in Netrakoma & hakurgaon districts due to heavy downpour & th
last three days.

Onrush of water from the upstream added to
situation. The rain-fed rivers around the distriatso [
continued to swell.In Netrakona, Kalmakanda upaf*
bore the brunt as 20 villages were flooded leay =
around 20 thousand people marooned, reports -"{ '
correspondent. Water of therivers Ubdakhali 58
Kongsha swelled flowing over danger level. Hegd
rain in the last three days and onrush of hill wéiam kit
across the border caused the flood, Harun-ur-Rashiely rain and water from the upstream flood Iowkylng

executlve engineer of Netrakona Water Developriégpis including Munshipara in Thakurgaon town, rigit,
Board @M -fed Ubdakhali River continues to devour areas a

Igrampur village in Kalmakanda upazila of Netrakona
(WDB) district. Photo: STAR
said.The

flood affected villages are Hat Gobindapur, Kharnai
Bishwanathpur, Bawsham, Sannashipara, Baruakona,
Langura, Rangchati, Goradoba, Borkapon, Chowhatta,
Gobindapur, Rikha, Baitha, Isobpur, Korolapur, Bonal,
Chamti, Jatrabari and Keshobpur.Erosion by thesiteok a
serious turn while flood water washed away at |€23t
thatched houses at different villages of the upazibcals
said. Floodwater also damaged vegetables on sdwandred
hectares and most aman seed-beds in the affected.aht least 30 more dwelling houses and 300
hectares of cultivable land at Keshobpur and Iganvilages have been eroded away by the Ubdakhali
River in the last few days, locals said. In Thalamg, at least 10 villages in the Sadar upazila were
flooded in the last three days due to heavy downpad onrush of water from the upstream, accortiing
our correspondent.About 500 families in differeiitages have been marooned in the low-lying areas
while scores of mud houses collapsed due to comiismainfall, administration sources said. Thetmos
affected villages are Khalpara, DC Bosti, Munshépa€ollegepara, Nayabosti, Salondar, Poshchim
Fakdanpur, Shenuapara, Bottoli and Borunaga.Wdtéheorivers Tangon, Kulic and Shenua swelled
sharply but yet to cross the danger level, accgrtnWater Development Board officials. Besides&ad
upazila, several low-lying villages of Ranishank®&irganj and Baliadangi upazilas were also floodiee

to heavy downpour and onrush of water, upazila agmation sources said. Thakurgaon Sadar upazila
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nirbahi officer (UNO) Sultana Pervin visited théeafted areas. “We are making list of affected famito
distribute necessary relief goods,” she told tbisespondent.

Monsoon floods maroon over 600,000 in Bangladesh

Source- IRIN DHAKA,
Date-14 July 2010

Over 600,000 river island residents have been nmed
and thousands of hectares of crops destroyed di
heavy monsoon flooding in Bangladesh. Heavy mon
rains throughout the Himalayan region tend to ci
rivers flowing southwards into low-lying Bangladegy
overflow. “The flood situation is not improvin
However, we are doing everything we can to ashisted s
affected,” Minister of Food and Disaster Managen == *
Muhammad Abdur Razzaque told IRIN on 13 July.
“chars’ or river islands - prone to acute erosion |
flooding and a by-product of the rivers’ hyd
morphological dynamics - periodically submerge dg & =
the country’s annual monsoon flood season, whiais | . AL
from the second week of June to mid-August. Aceg photo Contributor/IRIN
to local authorities, access to those affected roalang

the Brahmaputra River - the main river that dividieg V°nseon flooding has exacerbated land erosic
country into east and west before emptying into Bag

of Bengal - remains problematic.

K]
'\.

DC visits river erosion-hit areas in Shagata upaza

Source-The New Nation,
Date-15 July 2010, BSS, Gaibandha

Deputy Commissioner (DC) M. Shahidul Islam visithed river erosion affected areas of Hasil Kandi and
Chinirpatal under Shagata upazila in the districtTaiesday. He also talked to the river erosionimist
and threatened people of the vulnerable areas sswted them of giving all kinds of help and assista
including river erosion checking possible from gevernment. Upazila Parishad Chairman AHM Golam
Shahid Ranju, executive engineer of Bangladesh MRaéxvelopment Board Mir Musharraf Hossain,
upazila nirbahi officer M. Khorshed Alam, upazilécer chairman Abdul Hadi, General Secretary of
upazila AL Abdul Hamid Sarker Babu, UP Chairman Abd&Rouf and local elite and journalists were
present during his visit.It may be mentioned heeat with the receding of water in the Brahmapuitrarr
erosion has taken a serious turn at many placésding Chalkpara, Hatbari, Hasilkandi, Chinirpatata
Kamarpara, Kumarpara, Holdia and Dighalkandi of dipazila in the district in last few days creating
panic to the threatened people and untold sufferiiogthe erosion victims.A vast tract of arable and
cropland and a good number of dwelling houses baea washed away by the erosion of the river during
the last 15 days making more than one hundredtdiestamilies homeless, local sources said.

Bhutan

No disaster news found this Week



. @)
India

Rain, wind wreak havoc in hilly tracts of district

Source: The Hindu
Date: 12 July 2010

Peril: Joseph M.Puthussery, MLA, visiting a houskat was damaged in heavy wind and rain in Mallappyabn
Saturday night.

PATHANAMTHITTA: Heavy wind and rain wreaked havoe the Mallappally, Ranni and Konni areas
of the district on Saturday. As many as seven lousge damaged and three destroyed in the wind that
lashed across the Kottangal, Malambara and Vaipeasaof Mallappally taluk on Saturday. This is
besides large-scale destruction of standing cregpecially rubber and plantain trees. The heavy
downpour that lasted for nearly one-and-a-half dizoded the small towns of Ranni and Konni on
Saturday evening. Many roads were flooded and uédridraffic on the Muvattupuzha-Punalur State
Highway in Ranni was affected

for about an hour.

Fresh breaches in Ghaggar submerge more Punjab \élges

Source: DD News
Date: 13 July 2010

Two fresh breaches in the Ghaggar river and onetire Narwana canal in different parts of Punjab onu8day submerged
scores of villages and inundated several acres @fieultural land in the state's Mansa district.
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Two new breaches have surfaced in the Ghaggar meer Makroad Chandu and one breach has occurred
in the Narwana canal. So far, the floods have &te@.5 lakh acres of farm land, disturbing thediof

over 3 lakh people of 763 villages of Punjab. Or@arperson was killed in Sangrur district late Sy

due to heavy floods. This took the death toll imjah in this week's flooding to 22. So far, 33 dedmve

lost their lives in flood-affected areas in Pungaiid Haryana. 234 villages of Patiala, 200 villagés
Ludhiana, 190 villages of Fathegarh Sahib, 58 g@lof Roopnagar, 55 vilages of Mohali and 26 géka

of Sangrur districts have been affected by 32 Wbresén Ghaggar and Tangri in the last few days. As
many as 1,966 km of roads have been damaged oed:astay in the floods

Three killed, 10 injured in road accident in Meerut

Source: Zee News
Date: 13 July 2010

Meerut: Three persons were killed and 10 othersréaf when a collision occurred between two vehicles
at Sallarpur village here, police said today. Theident happened last night when the victims were
returning to their village after attending a maggathey said. While two women and a girl died loa t
spot, the injured were rushed to a private hosplitathe last six months, around 203 people hawenbe
killed and 332 injured in 485 accidents in Meepdlice said. "Most of the accidents have occurred o
highways due to over-speeding and over-loadingoles$yi' SP Traffic Sudhir Kumar said

Evening storm lashes Delhi, kills 11

Source: Hindustan Times
Date: 13 July 2010

-

A view of the street crossing near Raisina Hillsrihg heavy rains in New Delhi.

The Capital received the heaviest rainfall of tteason on Monday evening. But the respite from
three days of heat and sweat was also mired bytepbl1 deaths from across the Capital after
the downpour.

High tide & heavy rain may flood Mumbai

Source: DD News
Date: 14 July 2010

MUMBAI: Mumbaikars may have a difficult time on Weesday when a combination of the year's
highest tide and heavy rainfall may cause floodimglian Meteorological Department has predicted
heavy rainfall in some areas on Wednesday. "Thexeclaances of heavy rainfalls in some areas of the
city and suburbs on Wednesday," said a weatheriaffiOn Wednesday afternoon, the tide is likelyoéo
as high as 4.9 metre. The disaster control urBMEC said that the tide would not have any effec¢hére
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is no rain. "But if there is heavy rainfall duritige high tide period, the city might be submerggdia"
said an official from the disaster control unit.€Thigh tide will start from 2:14 pm on Wednesday.

Centre's assistance sought to check sea erosion

Source: The Hindu
Date: 14 July 2010

‘Government was urged to take preventive steps yagos
Of the 106-km coastline in Goa, 25 km has beenlhitsea erosion
Central Water and Power Research Centre to studyb2@ches

PANAJI: Goa has approached the Union Ministry foaté¥ Resources for financial help to check sea
erosion. Already, around 20 to 25 km of the 106daastline of this coastal tourist State has bethyhi
sea erosion. Goa Minister for Water ResourcesfthNeri Rodrigues told The Hindu on Sunday that the
Government had asked Pune-based Central Water amndr FResearch Centre (CWPRC) to study 20
beaches to arrest sea erosion. The Governmentdmatitated a technical committee to study the other
beaches in the State to find out the extent of d@m&he Minister said based on CWPRC designs, the
State Government had spent Rs. 10 crore on Beitallaaitd Keri, two of the prominent beaches in south
and north Goa, to erect gabions to prevent seaoeroshis was done on an experimental basis and its
success would be monitored and replicated on dibaches. At Candolim beach of north coastal Goa,
efforts to install geotubes on the beach could sumiceed because of the presence of River Princess,
dilapidated ore vessel threatening the tourist tcaasgaiting removal for well over 10 years. Once th
CWPRC designs and models for anti-erosion work varined, the State would seek funding from
agencies such as the Asian Development Bank thrtheglCentre, the Minister said. Mr. Rodrigues said
time and again, researchers and scientists fror#itienal Institute of Oceanography and Goa Unitgrs
had cautioned the State to take steps to prevanérssion. Admitting that Goa attracted touristsniya

for its picturesque beaches, he said he would patesany effort to get the anti-erosion projects
implemented in different parts of the State. Acaogdo scientists, most of the sea erosion crisisan-
made because of the unscrupulous development, xpleitation of beaches and destruction of the sand
dunes and other factors. The beaches facing thgedanclude tourist beaches like Anjuna, Candolim,
Harmal, Keri in north coastal belt and Betalbatitanaguinim, Talpona, Galgibag and Utorda and others
in south Goa. To begin with, the Water Resourcepaiment had sought World Bank and Asian
Development Bank funding through the Centre foi-ardsion projects at Betalbatim beach in south and
Coco beach in north.

Warnings ignored

Records show that the current situation of beaolien could have been avoided had the Government
taken note of a report by a team of the coastdeption and development advisory committee whiath ha
inspected erosion-prone areas in parts in Canaetutaand other places several years ago.

Six killed in building collapse in Delhi
Source: Zee News
Date: 14 July 2010

New Delhi: Six persons were killed while some othare feared trapped after a two-storeyed building
collapsed in the capital in the wee hours on WaediesThe incident took place in a building in
Brahmapuri near Usmanpur at 4.25 a.m, fire brigaifieials said. The bodies of three men and three
women were recovered by rescue operators duringlélaeance of debris.

330 swine flu cases across India in past week

Source: NDTV News
Date: 14 July 2010

The swine flu situation continues to be serioushis four southern states and Maharashtra, whicke hav
reported 319 of the 330 H1NL1 infections in the tast week, while a boy died of the virus in Newlel
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Swine flu has claimed 17 lives across the counimgesJuly 5 and Kerala, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu continue to be thestwaffected states, according to official figures.
According to the health ministry, both Maharastara Kerala reported eight deaths each while one was
reported from Andhra Pradesh. Kerala had the kighember of 178 confirmed reports of swine flu.
Maharashtra follows with 91 cases while Karnata&a h9, Andhra Pradesh 18, and Tamil Nadu 13. The
number of infections are, however, lower than trevipus week as 370 cases were reported between Jun
28 and July 5. The infection was reported fromehstern part of the country for the first time tisek

with seven cases in West Bengal. The national @laygteived a jolt with a death being reported ttue
swine flu. At least seven cases have been repfraedNew Delhi since June 10. "There have beenrseve
cases since June 10, but all patients have picieteauinfection from out of Delhi," a health offitisaid.
One death was reported from Ram Manohar Lohia tedspiiday. "The last case was of the boy from
Ghaziabad who died in a Delhi hospital but he haidtige infection from out of Delhi,” the officiahsl,
adding that the government was fully prepared @l déth the HIN1 virus. Since the outbreak of swine
flu in May last year, India has recorded 33,783%sax the disease so far while a total 1,624 ddzhis
been reported.

Haryana flood toll goes up to 25
Source: The Hindu
Date: 17 July 2010

CHANDIGARH: Death toll due to floods in Haryana hg@ne up to 25, Haryana Chief Secretary Urvashi
Gulati said here on Friday. Presiding over a mgetihHaryana State Executive Committee on Disaster
Management here to review the flood situation inbaia, Kaithal, Kurukshetra, Sirsa and Fatehabad
districts of the State, she said that four deatts heen reported from Fatehabad. Earlier 11 ddwttis
been reported from Ambala and 10 from Kurukshe$tae added that the Haryana Food and Supplies
Department would provide additional five litres kdrosene per card in the flood -affected areas. She
further disclosed that 15 villages in Ambala, 10Bages in Kurukshetra and 147 villages in Kaithal
remained affected. Fogging was being done in alftbod-affected areas. In Fatehabad six boats were
deployed and the Army had been called in to rea#dhe relief and rescue operations. She addednthat
Sirsa the situation was improving though 45 vilkgesre still marooned.

Flood situation improves in Punjab, Haryana; grim in Sirsa, Fatehabad
Source: newsonair
Date: 18 July 2010

The overall flood situation has improved in thethern starts of Punjab and Haryana. While the siina
has improved in Ambala, Kurukshetra, Kaithal andrighin Haryana, it continues to remain grim ins8ir
and Fatehabad districts. In Punjab, situation lea®ine normal in flood-affected areas of Patial&ridis
while some villages of Sangrur district are stifleated. Water has started receding in Mansa distri
where about 15 villages are still affected. Mosthaf breaches in Ghaghar river have been plugged.

Three labourers killed in mud slide in Agra

Source: Zee News
Date: 18 July 2010



Lucknow: Three labourers were today killed in Kagiarea of Agra district when a mud-pile cavedin o
them during digging work, police said. Ajay Prajagdd0), Rakesh Prajapati (22) and Sukhalal (22)ewe
killed after they were trapped in a heap of mudlavieingaged in a road construction work, they said.
Later, irate villagers indulged in brick battingdadamaged police vehicles demanding compensation to
the family of victims. Three youths were arrestedhe incident, they said. Senior police officexaahed

the spot and the situation was under control, paiaid

Maldives

Maldives to hold climate change negotiations

Source-Miadhu News,
Date-16 July 2010

The Maldives will hold a ministerial level confemn of the countries in United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Cartagenaufsfor Progressive Actions, Foreign Ministry
said Thursday.According to the ministry, discussiah the two-day conference set to start Saturtay a
Bandos Island Resort will focus on a contributiapgr devised to mitigate the impacts of climatengea
and to facilitate to a carbon-neutral society.Matgdi Ambassador to UN Geneva Office Irthisham Adam
said the conference would facilitate an agreenretite UN Bonn Climate Change Talks which would be
held later this year. The ministry said delegaté2® countries including United Kingdom, Spain,
Germany, and Australia will participate in the @dsdoor sessions.

ot P

Flooding forces Jhapa exodus

SOURCE: - THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Jhapa
DATE: - 15July 2010

In Dangabari VDC, flood waters overflowing the riveave entered settlements, displacing 15 families.
The victims are taking shelter in a school. In Laipur VDC, the swollen Ratuwa Khola has put two
dozen households at risk. People have also bepradsl in Mahabhara VDC. Four families have also
been displaced following flooding in the Kamal-Bgami River. They are living in their relatives' lses.

25 Mahottari VDCs at flood risk

SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Mahottari
DATE: - 15 July 2010

MAHOTTARI, JUL 15 - The under construction embankrproject in Ratu River has put 25 VDCs in
Mabhottari at risk of flooding. Incessant rainfalhe Monday has inundated human settlements at
Jaleshwor Municipality. The neighbouring 25 VDCe dacing a flood threat as construction of the
embankment is not over. Floodwaters have inundatest half a dozen government offices, human
settlements and 100 bigahs of arable land. It lsexoded about 100 metre-long roadway, obstrgictin
vehicular movement along East-West Highway. Ward8 &and 9 of Kishannagar are at high risk of
flooding. More than 1,000 locals are passing skesphights due to the looming flood risk, blamed on
halted construction of the embankment. ResideftSinghiya-4 said a flood has entered human
settlements there from the eastern side and ined@aschool and homes.Chairman of Ratu River Clontro
Committee Tek Bahadur Shrestha said the river wawdt have entered the villages had authorities
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construced the embankment on the east of the Ewdgrankment project chief Sitaram Yadhav said
construction of the embankment is a five-year pliscontinuity of construction work has brought
misery to people in the district, he said. “If wastarts now, the embankment will come into operatio
three years later.” The government last year hisésed Rs. 90 million for the embankment

Landslip fear grips villagers

SOURCE: - THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Terathum
DATE: - 15 July 2010

TERATHUM: People of Champhula-9 have lost theirepleWith a landslide advancing towards their
settlement, these people are trapped. Yam Bahadaium@, a local, laments, “With the onset of monsoon
we have no option but to spend sleepless night$i€ landslide that started some five years ago has
approached Gurung'’s yard now, putting more thaozewl households at great risk. According to Resham
Bahadur Gurung, coordinator, Community-based Desadlitigation Committee, ward numbers 8 and 9
of Phulek VDC are in great danger. Mitra Rai of @ipaula says, "We cannot leave this place because
we are poor. Here, we are spending every minutean” Kamal KC, headmaster, Sarbajanik Secondary
School, says efforts from the centre are a musbitdrol the landslip and shift the families to safa

Three buried to death, four injured in mudslide

SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Baglung
DATE: - 16July 2010

BAGLUNG, JUL 16 - Three members of the same farhdye been buried to death and other four injured
in a mudslide at Devisthan-8 of Baglung districtTdiursday night. Among the injured, one is in cati
condition. The deceased have been identified astGH=a8, Krishna BK, 6 and Shiva, 12, children of
Bhim Bahadur BK. The injured are Bhumi, 25, SuhiSaManisha, 22 and Bhim Bahadur. They have
been undergoing primary treatment at Burtiwang

Disaster looms large

SOURCE: - THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Itahari
DATE: - 16 July 2010

ITAHARI/BANKE; Monsoon brings worries for
Jagat Bahadur Rai of Sisuwa. With his village prope
to landslide, this man from the eastern hill dettaf
Sankhuwasabha feels trapped whenever it ralns.
Grishanandan Singh of Banjaraha, Rautahat, facgs a
similar ordeal during the rainy season. Flood ahd
inundation fears grip this man from the plains,
denying him a good night’s sleep. Rai and Singh are
among thousands of people across the length pnd
breadth of the nation, who face grave dangers gutin
the rainy season.At least 5,000 families in TamKu,
Bala, Sisuwa, Mantewa and Yamphu VDCs pf
Sankhuwasabha are highly vulnerable to landslides.
In Tamku alone, 13 persons had died and 162
families were displaced in a landslide last yeandslides have put more than 24 VDCs in peril iskia
According to Ramchandra Bhandari, engineer at tladevMnduced Disaster Control Office in Pokhara,
the villages located on the banks of rivers anduradolakes are highly vulnerable to landslides. &hre
persons died in Gahate and other five from a fauhigg in Kristi Nachnechour VDC of Kaski three days
ago in separate landslides. In Siraha, raging sitave put 61 VDCs in peril, all due to the auttiesi
failure to build embankments in Kamala, Mainawatd aGagan rivers.No different is the situation in
Nawalparasi. Twenty-six VDCs in the district aredtl-prone and swollen rivers have already displaced
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nearly 2,100 families. The victims have blamed lteal administration for aggravating the flood #ire
by giving permission to mine sand and stones. lot&teat, Bagmati and Lalbakaiya rivers continue to
sweep thousands of hectares of arable land, thgagarnment spends millions of rupees every year in
the name of embankment construction.While in Baakd Bardiya districts, more than 12 thousand
families are in peril. Every year, the Rapti causesidation in eastern parts of Banke whereas Baii
Karnali rivers put thousands of lives at risk in YIDCs of Rajapur and Gulariya in Bardiya.In Bara, a
raging Banganga has put nearly a dozen VDCs in. geriid the impending disaster, CDO Shiva Prasad
Nepal says he has already urged authorities iC#petal to initiate steps to control flood in thweer.

Pakistan

One killed, 32 injured in gas blast at G-9 Markaz

SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, Islamabad
DATE: - 15 July 2010

ISLAMABAD: Owner of a bakery was killed and
32 people were injured in a gas cylinder blast on
Wednesday.The blast occurred in the basement of
Shikarpur Bakery in G-9 Markaz (Karachi
Company). The gas pipeline also caught fire and
as a result at least 15 persons working in the
basement were injured. The ground floor of the
plaza also caught fire and many people present in
a garment shop (Hussain & Co) were trapped.The
fire brigade tenders reached G-9 Markaz and
started efforts to control the fire. The ambulances
of Rescue 1122 also started shifting the injuredh® nearest hospital, Pakistan Institute of Mddica
Sciences (PIMS).PIMS Emergency Assistant DirectorFBrukh Kamal told Daily Times that a dead
body and 32 injured were brought to the hospitalcgkding to hospital’s record, owner of the bakery,
Muhammad Riaz died. The injured included Zubair| Gal, Alam Gul, Mairullah, Asif Shah, Haq
Nawaz, Shahid Mehmood, Muhammad Sadiq, Khalid AbbRabar Bilal, Falak Sher, Mohammad
Mukhtar, Arshad Mehmood, Naveed Igbal, Munir Ahmadian Ullah, Fareed Ahmed, Kaneez Fatima,
Ishtiag Abbasi, Mohammad Niaz, Kifayat Sandho, @mulYaseen, Muhammad Adnan, Zubair Ali,
Muhammad Shah and Waheed Nazir. They were admiitéiMS emergency ward.lftikhar, Basharat
Nawaz, Abdul Ghafar, Ishtiq, Ikram Javed, MuhamrB&afig, Mhammad Rafique, Shahzad and Fareed
Nawaz were admitted in burn unit of PIMS. Dr Fargdid all patients were out of danger.An official o
fire brigade told this scribe that after the ga$incler blast, the gas pipeline caught fire. He said
reaching the place of blast they instructed Suiaffse to disconnect the gas supply to the seétonan,
Rescue 1122 official said eight ambulances padteigh in the operation.Margala Police Station Duty
Officer Akram said police were confused to regidtex First Information Report (FIR), as owner oé th
bakery had died.

Pakistan to monitor pollution: Naek
SOURCE: - THE POST, Islamabad
DATE: - 15 July 2010

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Faroog H Naek on Wedagsdeaffirmed Pakistan's resolve to
environmental protection goals and said that thentg will remain committed to greener, cleaner and
healthier environment.He was addressing the 2ndi@esf the 4-day Int’l Parliamentary Conference on
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Climate Change being organized in London, said esgrstatement from the British Capital. Other
members of the delegation include Senators RazddRablslamuddin Sheikh, Abdul Nabi Bangash,
Gulshan Saeed besides Speaker of the Balochistsemfdy, Muhammad Aslam Bhootani.The Chairman
Senate said Pakistan has enacted and implememiedde protection of environment. Naek said that th
concentration of Green House Gases (GHG) and atmospis rising and causing global
warming.Pakistan contributes only 0.4 percent wertdtal GHG which is 135th in global ranking.The
Chairman also informed that the Pakistan governrhagatestablished environmental tribunals for wfal
persons responsible for polluting the environmddé said our country is a signatory to major
international conventions and protocols for envinemtal protection including the Kyoto, Stockholm
convention on Persistent organic pollution and &geha Protocols on Bio Safety to CBD.Other members
of delegation expressed the hope to gain benefit the conference in obtaining international pecspe

on issues pertaining to climate change and witHdbes of conference on adapting the global thetmes
local settings. They said that National Conservati@énals are being pursued by the government with
sincerity and determination

18 killed, 35 injured in Quetta accident

SOURCE: - THE POST, Quetta
DATE: - 16 July 2010

QUETTA: At least 18 people were killed and 35 otherere injured in a collision between a minibus and
a loaded truck in Yak Mach area between NokkundiRalbandin, some 410 kilometres from Quetta, on
Thursday.

The Quetta bound minibus was on its way from Taftabordering town with Iran, when it collided with
a truck loaded with marble coming from the oppoditection. 18 people died on the spot and 35 ether
received multiple injuries. The injured and the ilesdvere trapped in the destroyed bus for sevenaish

an eyewitness told Daily Times. The local peopld administration retrieved the bodies and the agur
from the wreck.The bodies and the injured wereriakeShiekh Zayed Hospital, from where the injured
were later shifted to Quetta for specialised trestinA single doctor was on duty to attend to tbeeths
injured. A large number of people assembled inhbspital and took some injured to Quetta. The dead
were identified as Muhammad Hussain, Muhammad dafgr, Abdul Khaliq, Awaran, Abdul Rahim,
Akhtar Raza, Muhammad Yousaf, Muhammad Ali, Muhamim&ram, Bor Muhammad, Muhammad
Haider, Syedal, Sakhidad, Abdul Razzaq, MohammadnAamd Anayatullah.The bodies have been
handed over to their families, after autopsy. Mdghem belonged to Quetta.

Hunza flood-displaced hope for early return

SOURCE: - IRIN NEWS, Gilgit
DATE: - 18 July 2010

Boat services have resumed across the lake onuhezaH The lake on Hunza River is in Gllglt-BalUStan hetnortheast.
River
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GILGIT, 18 July 2010 (IRIN) - Receding water levala the lake formed in the Hunza River by a
landslide in January this year have raised hopemgrthe 20,000 or so people displaced by the disast
that they may soon be able to return to their g@mActivists with Focus Humanitarian Assistance
(FOCUS), an international group of agencies aféliawith the Aga Khan Development Network, said
that water in the lake and in flooded upstreanagiis was receding by a few inches a day. Theyitsaid
was too early to predict when internally displageasons (IDPs) could return. Syed Mehdi Shah, chief
minister of the self-governing northern territorfyGilgit-Baltistan, told the media in Islamabad th2aPs
from areas downstream of the lake could begin ngtgrhome “early in August”. However, Zafar Taj,
deputy commissioner of Hunza-Nagar district in GiBgltistan, told IRIN: “People will be moved back
when it is safe.” Women based in makeshift campsh® homes of relatives in safer, downstream areas
are particularly keen to resume normal life. “We apoped up all day here. There is nothing to de. W
keep thinking of the chickens and livestock andpsrare need to tend to,” Ameena Bibi, 40, told IRIN.
“Men can at least go and sit at a bazaar tea dBopwe women are used to work in our homes and
villages. We feel tired of just sitting and chattiwith each other.” Samra Bibi, 19, agreed sayfige

just feel we must go back even if it's unsafe. &gful here.”

Spillway working

Early in July, water finally began flowing throughe spillway created by military teams followingeth
disaster.David Petley, a geologist at the UK-bdsgéernational Landslide Centre, said on his bloat th
lake levels had stabilized by 6 July.Improved weatiiso means boat services have resumed across the
lake.IDPs are anxious to get back and assessdbdirig damage to their assets and begin repatts. “I
hot and uncomfortable here. The house we're liimgith my relatives is rather cramped too. My wife
and | are now very keen to return,” said Salam Mauinad, who was displaced just over a month ago
from Upper Hunza. “I wish they would tell us wher wan go.” He said potato crops in many areas had
been destroyed by the floods and many houses wmdd major repairs. IDPs have been staging protests
to demand a better compensation package from therigment.

Sri Lanka

Security Forces to join anti-dengue fight

SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo
DATE: - 14 July 2010

The Government will seek the support of the Threxc€s to curb the spread of the Dengue epidemit wit
immediate effect. This decision was taken as aomsp to the request made by Health Minister
Maithripala Sirisena from the Security Forces Chiethe spread of Dengue epidemic has become
unavoidable for numerous reasons. Therefore, u@gidn has to be taken to eradicate dengue. Aapec
discussion was held among the Three Forces CHigdpector General of Police, Director General of
Civil Security Department, Defence Secretary GotglahRajapaksa and Health Minister Maithripala
Sirisena yesterday. Accordingly, Provincial Comeet will be appointed to curb the Dengue epidemic
and island-wide awareness campaigns will be caoigdinder the direct supervision of the Three &arc
The areas where military personnel are detailed geturity will also be included in this prograsiahd-
wide awareness campaigns will be conducted to theegeople’'s support in the anti-dengue fight

Dengue cases rise in Galle

SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Galle
DATE: - 14 July 2010
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Four hundred and eight dengue patients have bestifidd during the last six months in Galle didtria
Health Department official said. Last year, 657 glen patients were identified from the district, the
official said. Galle Municipality Health ServicedrBctor Dr Sriyani Jayasuriya said arrangementshav
been made to bring the disease under control. Beigdast spreading in Poddala-Bope, Ganegama,
Imaduwa and Hikkaduwa Divisional Secretariat ard¢las, officials said. Meanwhile, a Health Ministry
official said the number of dengue patients inidlend has risen to 18,611 this year. The dengaghde
toll from January to July is 132.

Lanka at risk of sea rise

SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Colombo
DATE: - 15 July 2010

COLOMBO: Sea levels are rising unevenly in the &mdOcean, placing millions at risk along low-lying
coastlines in Bangladesh, Indonesia and Sri Lamsk&gntists say in a study.Researchers from the
University of Colorado and the National Center famospheric Research say the rising sea levels are
caused in part by climate change and are triggésedvarming seas and changes to atmospheric
circulation patterns.In his acceptance speechherNobel Peace Prize last year, U.S. PresidentcBara
Obama warned that if the world does nothing to mif climate change, "we will face more drought,
famine and mass displacement that will fuel moneflem for decades”.The authors of the latest stsay
higher seas could exacerbate monsoon floodingingacops, homes and livelihoods at greater risleyr
argue a better understanding of the changes amede® improve risk assessment planning for the
future.Sea levels in general are rising globallyabgut 3 mm (0.1181 inch) a year. Scientists blesieg
temperatures caused by the growing amounts of goese gases, such as carbon dioxide from burning
fossil fuels, that trap heat in the atmosphere.@se@ae absorbing a large part of this extra heatsing
them to expand and sea levels to rise. Warmer tenpes are also causing glaciers and parts atcéhe
blanketing Greenland and West Antarctica to me#.Tdam of researchers in their study used long-term
tide gauge data, satellite observations and compliteate models to build a picture of sea levsésiin

the Indian Ocean since the 1960s.They found tleatesee! rise is particularly high along the coamh of

the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea, Sri Lanka, Stemand Java and that these areas could suffer rise
greater than the global average.But they also fahat sea levels are falling in other areas. Theyst
indicated that the Seychelles Islands and Zannffidranzania's coast show the largest sea-level.dro

Mini tornado wreaks havoc

SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Colombo
DATE: - 15 July 2010

COLOMBO: A mini tornado struck parts of the islaaarly this morning damaging homes and uprooting
trees. Officials in Bingiriya said that 26 housesrevdamaged in the tornado and two children wese al

injured.The mini tornado lasted just over a minuteen it struck Bingiriya, villagers in the areaddaily
Mirror online. Two houses were completely damagethe area.

SRI LANKA: Tsunami drill in coastal areas

SOURCE: - IRIN NEWS, Colombo
DATE: - 16 July 2010
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COLOMBO (IRIN) - Sri Lanka completed its first everass
tsunami evacuation drill this week. Over 14,000gdeavere
evacuated in 14 coastal districts. “We selectedwifege in
each district to carry out the drill and the evdiors were
orderly,” Pradeep Kodippili, assistant director fearly
warning at the country’s Disaster Management Centre
(DMC) told IRIN. Employing local authorities and eth
police, residents were alerted to the drill held1@July by
warning towers (see box), text messages and loeidksps.
Signs erected after the 2004 Asian tsunami, inofydi
pictures, also warned residents of low-lying areasst at
risk. A month ago a 7.7 magnitude earthquake off the
Nicobar Islands near Indonesia prompted the Srikaan
authorities to issue a tsunami warning along thsteea
Signboards direct residents to safer ground iretrent of | coagt, More than 35,000 Sri Lankans lost theirsliire the
a tsunami . . .
2004 tsunami, which prompted moves to enhance warni
systems and disaster preparedness programmes,osigid.

Warning towers

Twenty-metre-high iron towers set up on variouschea affected by the 2004 tsunami.

Once a warning is issued, the DMC communicateseagich tower by satellite.

A siren at the top of each tower, which can bedhegrto 5km away, then sounds, alerting residents o
possible danger. The siren can also be turned omializ.

The entire process takes 3 minutes.

The DMC currently maintains 55 warning towers gigatally placed on the island’s eastern, westeth an
southern coasts, with 25 now under constructighémorth.
Source DMC

“People are more aware that lives can be savedglarinatural disaster if we pay more attention...&inc
the 2004 tragedy, there is a much better strudtupgace to deal with a sudden disaster,” he saigl.T
DMC was set up five months after the disaster fulhgy the enactment of the Disaster Management Act.
The Act also established the National Council fasd3ter Management (NCDM) with the president as
chairman. The DMC has regional offices in each lé tountry’s 25 districts, with village-level
committees as well.

Tsunami drill welcomed

Local residents - many of whom ran from their hormethe early hours during last month’s warning -
welcomed the drill.“Our entire village just ran our night clothes,” Udyam Sujantha, a 29-year-old
mother-of-two from the coastal village of Dutch Barthe eastern district of Batticaloa said. Sujant
almost did not survive the 2004 tsunami when she sveept away; she clung to a coconut tree before
being found by relatives. Three grim memorials o beach testify to the over 600 people in heagél
who were not so lucky. More than five years on, ynancoastal villages like Dutch Bar bemoan thelac
of an early warning system at that time which coudve saved thousands of lives. “We didn’t know
anything then... Tsunami was just another word. Neevknow we have to get that word out,” another
Dutch Bar resident, 45-year-old Andrado Violet wbet her mother, said. “In 2004 the first | heafd o
any tsunami was when | saw a 30-foot wave crasbimy the roof,” local fisherman Clarence Regimus,
said.
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