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70,000 Afghanis return home – UNHCR 

Officer’s callous approach leaves 15 lakh families of Haor district stranded in floods
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Effective water management needs public 
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Over 70,000 Afghan refugees return this year 
 
Source-UNAMA,  

Date-21 June 2010, 
The numbers of refugees voluntarily returning home to Afghanistan in 2010 
reached the 70,000 mark
repatriation period still to run, this year’s overall figure could reach over 130,000, 
more than doubl
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opportunities available to return 
Mengeshe Kebede, the Representative in Pakistan of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 
The pace of returns has increased markedly in recent weeks averaging 806 
individuals per day during June. Since the resumption of large

operations in March 2002, repatriation trends have generally peaked during the period May to August. 
Over the past few months, returning refugees have cited economic factors and the difficult security 
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Over 70,000 Afghan refugees return this year  

21 June 2010, Kabul 
numbers of refugees voluntarily returning home to Afghanistan in 2010 

reached the 70,000 mark this week. With two and a half months of the peak 
repatriation period still to run, this year’s overall figure could reach over 130,000, 
more than double last year’s annual total. “Despite security constraints and 
challenging socio-economic conditions in Afghanistan, the voluntary repatriation 
of 70,000 Afghans demonstrates that many refugees are confident that there are 
opportunities available to return sustainably to their homeland,” said Mr 
Mengeshe Kebede, the Representative in Pakistan of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  
The pace of returns has increased markedly in recent weeks averaging 806 
individuals per day during June. Since the resumption of large-scale repatriation 

operations in March 2002, repatriation trends have generally peaked during the period May to August. 
Over the past few months, returning refugees have cited economic factors and the difficult security 
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situation in Pakistan, and local improvements in security and employment opportunities in some provinces 
of Afghanistan as key reasons for deciding to return.  
 
10 people die of diarrhoea in Nuristan 
 
Source-The Frontier Post,  
Date-22 June 2010, ASADABAD (NNI) 
 
At least 10 people, including children, have died of diarrhoea over the past one month in a district of 
eastern Nuristan province, residents said, criticising health officials of doing nothing to prevent the 
disease. The epidemic broke out a month ago in the Wama district and is spreading fast among children 
and adults, Mir Zaman, a resident of the district's centre, told Pajhwok Afghan News over the telephone. 
The disease claimed the lives of 10 people, the resident said, claiming preventive measures to stop the 
disease from its further spread were yet to be taken by the authorities concerned. The district chief Qari 
Shah Muhammad said he had been informed by people about the disease. He said there were only two 
government-run health clinics which lacked medicine and other facilities. The official said people from 
remote areas of the districts travelled on foot for hours to reach the clinics. Muhammad said he had time 
and again called for more clinics to be established in his district and the provision of facilities at the 
existing ones, but his calls were fell on deaf ears. A doctor at a public health clinic in the district, Dr. 
Nisar Ahmad, confirmed the outbreak of diarrhoea. He said they treated 20 people infected with the 
diseases out of 80 daily come to the clinic. The doctor said the disease was a result of drinking unsafe 
water and that they had no medicine for the disease.  
 
Three killed, 8 injured 
 
Source-The Frontier Post,  
Date-25 June 2010, GHAZNI (AIP)  
 
At least three persons were killed and eight others injured when a passengers-carrying vehicle owned by a 
private transport company hit a trawler in Shahjoi district in Zabul province Thursday (24/06/2010). The 
Zabul governor spokesman Muhammada Jan Rasulyar told Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) that an over-
speeding passengers-carrying vehicle owned by Ahmad Shah Abdali private Transport Company hit a 
trawler in Shahjoi district in the vicinity of Qara Baghio area. 
 
Flash floods leave at least 6 people dead 
 
Source-The Frontier Post,  
Date-27 June 2010, KUNDUZ (AIP) 
 
Flash floods hit two district of northern Baghlan province last night, killing at least six people and causing 
huge losses of property, police said Friday. The flash floods were caused by heavy rains in Khost and 
Farang districts as a result six people including women and children were killed, Ahmadi Javed Basharat, 
spokesman of Baghlan police, told Afghan Islamic Press. Besides damaging crops over hundreds of acre 
of land, the heavy flood also damaged dozens of houses and swept around 200 cattle heads and damaged 
roads, he said, adding the losses of lives and property from the flood might be high. The police spokesman 
said damage assessment has not yet been completed as a team has been sent to the affected area to collect 
details of the damage. On May 10, heavy floods and rains killed at least seven people and wounded 15 
more in Pul-e-Khumri, capital of Baghlan province. 
 

Bangladesh   
 
Fresh areas flooded in five Sylhet upazilas 
 
Source-The Daily Star,  
Date21 June 2010, Staff Correspondent, Sylhet 
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Flood situation in Sylhet region worsened yesterday with new areas in Zakiganj, Beanibazar, Golapganj, 
Fenchuganj and Jaintapur upazilas of Sylhet 
going under water in the last 48 hours. 
Suffering of the people mounted due to disruption 
in rural communications in most areas. 
All the rivers in the region remained above 
danger mark at all points as onrush of hill water 
from upstream coupled with rain continued 
unabated. 
The Surma was flowing 20cm above danger level 
in Sylhet city while 18cm above red mark at 
Sunamganj district headquarters and 139cm 
above danger level at Kanaighat upazila 
headquarters at 3pm yesterday. The Kushiyara at 
its starting point on Indo-Bangla borders at 
Amolshid was 50cm above the danger level while it was 95cm above red mark at Sheola yesterday 
evening.Road link of Zakiganj, Beanibazar, Gowainghat and Kanaighat with the district headquarters 
remained suspended as flood waters submerged the roads at several points. Prices of essentials marked 
sharp rise in the flood hit upazilas due to disruption of road links and transportation problem, locals said. 
Around five lakh people in the district are badly affected by the floods, said an official at the district flood 
control room, yesterday.  
 
Flash flood snaps road links in Sherpur 
 
Source-The New Nation, bdnews24.com, Sherpur  
Date-22 June 2010,  
Road communication between Sherpur and frontier Nalitabari Upazila was cut off on Monday morning 

when a bridge collapsed due to a flash flood. The bridge at 
Sannasir Vita of the Upazila was breached due to flooding, 
caused by heavy rainfall and upstream water. About 300 
metres of the Chellakhali dam also gave way at two places. 
Sherpur deputy commissioner Nasiruzzaman said that the 
water of the rivers Chellakhali, Bhogai, Sumesshori, 
Moharoshi and Cornojora are above the danger level. 
Nalitabari Upazila Parishad chairman Badiuzzaman Badsha 
told bdnews24.com that the earth roads broke away at different 
places due to the flash flood, causing great suffering to the 
local people. 
 

 
 
Floods hit haor districts for officials’ incapabili ty15 lakh families affected 
 
Source-The New Nation,  
Date-23 June 2010 by Ehsanul Haque Jasim 
 
Around 15 lakh families of the country's seven haor districts, which are Netrakona, Kishoreganj, 
Brahmanbaria, Sylhet, Moulvibazar, Sunamganj and Habiganj, are experiencing untold sufferings due to 
frequent flash floods. Incapability of officials in some governmental institutions, particularly in 
Bangladesh Water Development Board, (WDB) is mainly responsible for the floods.  

 

A rickshaw-puller carries passenger on the submerged 
Sylhet-Balaganj road while floodwater inundates a 
bazar in Beanibazar upazila of Sylhet district. Photo: 
STAR 
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The flood situation has been created for the 
substandard embankments constructed by the 
contractors of WDB and not completing the 
construction of embankments to their proper height, 
blamed the local people of the affected areas. Since the 
beginning of the year, the flash flood affected the haor 
districts submerging about 200 haors of the districts 
destroying nearly 662,726 metric tons paddy, which 
worth’s about Tk 1126 crore, according to a research 
report conducted by Centre for Natural Resources 
Studies (CNRS). The report further said about 61 per 
cent cultivated lands of the greatest haor of the country 
in Sunamganj district completely have gone under 
flood waters affecting 117,475 hectares. The research 
found that frequent flash floods have been created due to unplanned construction of embankments and 
sluice gates by WDB and other government institutions, dillydallying in implementing water development 
programmes and delay in announcing advance warning of floods.  
 
Violence Against Children- SAARC ministerial meet begins today 
 
Source-The Daily Star,  
Date-23 June 2010, Diplomatic Correspondent 
 
In a bid to end violence against children, the third SAARC ministerial level meeting is beginning in 
Kathmandu today (Wednesday), official sources said. Ministers and senior government officials of 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka are taking part in 
the meeting. Nepalese Prime Minister of Madhav Kumar Nepal is scheduled to inaugurate the meet to be 
held at Soltee Crown Plaza in Kathmandu. The Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare of Nepal 
is hosting the Secretariat of the South Asian Forum for Ending Violence against Children. The meeting 
will discuss the issue of integrating South Asian Forum (SAF) with the secretariat or establishing a 
separate secretariat. The SAF set up in 2005 as an outcome of the Regional Consultation on the UN Study 
on Violence against Children held in Islamabad works on trafficking, early marriage, sexual abuse and 
exploitation and child protection. It is supported by the South Asian Coordinating Group for Ending 
Violence against Women and Children, a group of regional UN Agencies and International NGOs. 
 
 
Shops, garages gutted in Chittagong fire 
 
Source-The Daily Star,  
Date-25 June 2010, Staff Correspondent, Chittagong 
 
Five shops, two CNG-run auto-rickshaws and 45 rickshaws worth around Tk 14 lakh were gutted in a fire 
at Kamal Bazar in the port city early hours of yesterday. Sources said the fire broke out at a shop of dry 
fish at the Kamal Bazar under Chandgaon Police Station at around 4.30am and spread fast engulfing four 
more tin-shed shops of dry fish, a CNG-run auto-rickshaw and a rickshaw garage. The fire originated from 
mosquito coil, said Station Officer Abul Kalam of Kalurghat Fire Station. 
 
River erosion wrecks havoc in Kurigram 
 
Source-The Independent,  
Date-26 June 2010, OUR CORRESPONDENT, KURIGRAM 
 
Erosion by the Brahmaputra, the Teesta, the Dharla, the Sonavori, the Holholia and the Jinjiram has 
continued rendering 578 families of 42 villages under 15 unions in six upazilas of the district homeless 
during the last one week. The erosion has continued devouring farm lands, homesteads, roads, dams, 
different structures and trees. No measures have been taken up to June 20 to check the erosion. The 
officials of Water Development Board (BDB) said that they could not take measures to check erosion due 

 

Two people wade through flood water at a village 
in the affected Gaukandia Union of Netrakona 
district, right, rickshaw- pullers carry passengers 
on the submerged road at Fenchuganj upazila 
headquarters yesterday. Photo: The Daily STAR 



to non-sanction of funds by the government. 
Doikhawa, East Doikhawa, Char Bagua, Anantapur, Majhipara, Ganurjan and Nayadara villages under 
Begumganj, Saheber Ulga and Hatia Unions in Ulipur 
rendered 55 families of Natarkandi, North Khedaimari, South Khedaimari, Kharua Char, Khawria and 
Borobugh villages under Austomir Char and Nayerhat Unions in
of Paduapara, Chuliar Char, Dhanar Char, Katiamari, Dhanar Char Nutan
Pakhimara, Bokbandha, Namapara, Bekribeel, Char Italukanda, Fuluar Char, Pauler Char and South 
Khanja-nmara villages under Jadur Char, Dudbhanga and Bandaber Unions in Roumar
homesteads to the erosion.  
 
Water logging paralyses normal life in Chittagong
 
Source-The Independent,  
Date27 June 2010, STAFF CORESPONDENT, CHITTAGONG
 
Only an hour long heavy downpour caused huge water
the traffic inoperative in the low-lying areas and disrupting the normal life here. According to the 
residents, the heavy downpour caused water
Nasirabad R/A, Bakolia, some parts of Halishahor, Agrabad CDA Residential area, Shulokbahor, 
Chawkbazar, Kapasgola, Alfalahgali and other low
39 millimeter rainfall which was started 10:00 pm to 11:00 pm.
low-lying areas due to the sudden water
as the roads went under knee-deep water.
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India  
 
 
Flood situation further worsens in three districts 
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 21 June 2010 

sanction of funds by the government.  It is learnt that 235 families of Kudirkuti Moshaler Char, 
Doikhawa, East Doikhawa, Char Bagua, Anantapur, Majhipara, Ganurjan and Nayadara villages under 
Begumganj, Saheber Ulga and Hatia Unions in Ulipur upazila have been rendered homeless. The erosion 
rendered 55 families of Natarkandi, North Khedaimari, South Khedaimari, Kharua Char, Khawria and 
Borobugh villages under Austomir Char and Nayerhat Unions in Chilmari upazila. A total of 109 families 

apara, Chuliar Char, Dhanar Char, Katiamari, Dhanar Char Nutan-gram, Kumarbhangi, 
Pakhimara, Bokbandha, Namapara, Bekribeel, Char Italukanda, Fuluar Char, Pauler Char and South 

nmara villages under Jadur Char, Dudbhanga and Bandaber Unions in Roumari upazila lost their 

Water logging paralyses normal life in Chittagong 

Date27 June 2010, STAFF CORESPONDENT, CHITTAGONG 

Only an hour long heavy downpour caused huge water logging in different areas of the port city making 
lying areas and disrupting the normal life here. According to the 

residents, the heavy downpour caused water-logging at Bahordarhat, Muradpur, Mohammadpur, 
a, some parts of Halishahor, Agrabad CDA Residential area, Shulokbahor, 

Chawkbazar, Kapasgola, Alfalahgali and other low-lying areas of the city. The local Met Office recorded 
rainfall which was started 10:00 pm to 11:00 pm. A vehicular movement was halted at the 

lying areas due to the sudden water logging causing serious gridlock on the roads of the affected areas 
deep water.    

Flood situation further worsens in three districts of Barak Valley in Assam 
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In Assam, the overall flood situation in the three districts of Barak valley continues to be grim though the 
situation in some areas has been improving gradually. AIR Silchar correspondent reports that many new 
areas of the valley including Silchar and Karimganj towns and Katigora, Sonai, Algapur and other low-
lying areas have been submerged by the flood water. In the worst flood hit Karimganj district bordering 
Bangladesh, export and import activities at the Sutarkandi border trade centre has been hit by the the flood 
water. Meanwhile, the vehicular movements on Badarpur-Jowai national highway, which was blocked on 
Sunday evening following landslide at Ratachhera in neighbouring Meghalaya has been resumed from 
Monday morning. The road is considered to be the lifeline of Barak valley, Tripura and Mizoram. 
 
Disaster risk reduction to be implemented in Himachal 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 23 June, 2010 
 
SHIMLA:After the UNDP-sponsored Disaster Management Programme (2002-2009), the Government is 
now implementing the Disaster Risk Reduction Programme (2009-2012) with its help. The government is 
also emphasising on the regional climate risk reduction project as a pilot initiative, said J. Radhakrishnan, 
Country Director DRR Programme- UNDP India in a workshop here on Tuesday. He said this initiative, 
supported by European Commission's Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO) under its disaster preparedness 
initiative, is currently being implemented by the UNDP's Bureau for crises prevention and recovery in 
Kullu, Kinnaur and Kangra districts with select communities in Himachal. The project aims to develop 
and implement risk-mitigation measures to reduce the risks faced by hilly communities. 
 
20 feared drowned in U.P. boat tragedy 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 23 Jun 2010 
 
LUCKNOW: About 20 people are feared to have been drowned when the boat carrying them overturned 
in Saryu river in Bahraich district of Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday. The body of one of the deceased has been 
retrieved even as the local divers and the flood relief team of the Provincial Armed Constabulary (PAC) 
have been pressed into service in rescue operation. According to a police spokesman, about 35 people 
were aboard the boat and the mishap occurred near Ekhara Ghat under Khairi Ghat police station area in 
Bahraich district. 
 
Coastal villages grapple with sea erosion 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 24 June 2010 
 

 
Sea erosion in Shola Nagar affecting the livelihood of fishermen. 

 
With the government yet to come out with a comprehensive long-term solution for the continuing sea 
erosion, fishermen in the coastal villages of Vaithikuppam, Solai Nagar, 
Kuruchikuppam and Kalapet are anxious about their future. According to the fishermen, the erosion has 
badly affected the viability of their occupation. Tidal waves damage their boats constantly. With 
alternative arrangements for parking their boats elsewhere not available, they are forced to pull the boats 
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further inshore to escape the havoc caused by the waves. “Every time we pull the boats further, there is 
some damage to the boats. 
 
One man’s initiative ensures water-security in drought condition 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 24 June 2010 
 
Planting lakhs of trees, designing hundreds of check dams, and evolving new techniques of irrigating tree 
saplings in dry regions are feats of an out-of-the-box thinker named Mr. Premjibhai Patel from Rajkot,  
Gujarat. Mr. Patel’s tree planting efforts first started from Rajkot, but soon spread to states such as 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. Every morning, carrying a bagful of seeds and a small 
spade, the farmer planted seeds on field bunds, along road sides, and vacant lands. Individuals and some 
institutions also volunteered to help in the farmer’s effort at ecological restoration. Since manual seed 
planting proved laborious, Mr. Patel developed a petrol-driven mechanical blower mounted on a jeep back 
for broadcasting seeds. The blower, which cost about Rs 12,000, blows seeds upto a distance of 15 meters, 
says the farmer. 
 
Water management efforts could not succeed without people's cooperation: Bansal 
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 25 Jun 2010 
 
Union minister for parliamentary affairs and water resources Pawan Kumar Bansal has said that without 
people's cooperation, efforts for water management and efficient use of water could not succeed. He was 
addressing the inaugural session of a two day national conference on water in Bhopal today. The theme of 
conference is efficient water management: challenges and solution. He said that water is taken for granted 
and we must have to change people's mind set in this regard. He said that country would face more 
problems in future as the gap between demand and supply of water would be increased. 
 
17 killed in Bihar bus-truck collision 
 
Source: DD News 
Date: 26 June, 2010 
 
At least 17 people were killed and 25 others injured when an overcrowded bus collided head-on with a 
speeding truck near Chenaki More, around 30 km from Patna on Saturday. The accident occurred when 
the driver of the bus lost control over the vehicle while negotiating a sharp bend, Senior Superintendent of 
Police Amit Jain said. All the bodies were extricated from the mangled bus, Jain said, adding more bodies 
might be trapped inside. The bus, with people sitting on its roof, was on its way to Gaya from the state 
capital. 
 
Key climate meet to discuss carbon budgets, equity 
 
Source: PTI 
Date: 26 June 2010 
 
MUMBAI: A two-day international meet on "Global Carbon Budget and Climate Change" will be held 
next week here to discuss the critical question of "equity," a fundamental issue in climate change talks 
from the perspective of carbon budgets. To be organised by Mumbai-based Tata Institute of Social 
Science (TISS) with support of the environment ministry, the conference will be inaugurated by 
environment minister Jairam Ramesh on June 28. "Ensuring equity is fundamental to a global climate 
change agreement. For this, equity needs to be an operational, implementable concept rather than just a 
theoretical one," the minister said. 
 
Heavy rain leaves many areas flooded 
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Source: The Hindu 
Date: 27 June, 2010 
 
Deputy Commissioner attributes it to rampant violation of building norms by contractors 
 
District recorded 110 mm of rainfall in 24 hours 
 
Rain-related damage since June 1 put at Rs. 1 lakh 
  
 

 
NATURE'S FURY:Rainwater flooded houses in Alape, Padil and other areas on Saturday following 
overnight heavy rain in Mangalore.  
 
MANGALORE: Several parts in the central area of the city, such as Kodialbail, Kodialgutthu, 
Bharatinagar, and Central Market, were flooded on Saturday with up to two feet of water after heavy 
overnight rain. On the outskirts, Surathkal, Hosabettu, Bailare, Alape and Kannur were under knee-deep 
water. An angry Deputy Commissioner blamed most of the urban flooding on violations of building and 
layout norms committed “wilfully” by developers, whom he described as being part of a mafia. Dakshina 
Kannada recorded 110 mm of rainfall in 24 hours till 8 a.m. 
 
State steps up campaign to tackle swine flu  
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 27 June, 2010 
 
HYDERABAD: With four deaths so far due to H1N1 influenza (swine flu) and incidence of other 
monsoon-related diseases from various parts of the State, the government has stepped up its medical 
preparedness and public awareness campaigns. P. V. Ramesh, Principal Secretary, Health, who held a 
meeting with private hospital managements on Saturday to assess facilities available with them to treat 
swine flu patients, later told media persons that 23 H1N1 positive cases were reported in the State from 
January to June 26. 
 
“Take steps to control vector-borne diseases”  
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 27 June, 2010 
 
Tamil Nadu, Nagercoil: The district administration would begin a survey to identify cancer-affected 
patients in the 7 coastal villages in and around Indian Rare Earth Limited, due to radiation caused by the 
lifting of sand consisting of various minerals in the first phase. The survey would also be extended to 
other coastal villages from Kanyakumari to Neerodi in the second phase, said the Collector, Rajendra 
Ratnoo. Presiding over the fishermen's grievance day meeting, held at the Collectorate on Friday, he said 
that the health department officials had been asked to take preventive steps to control the spread of 
malaria, viral fever, swine flu and other vector-borne diseases. 
 
 



 
 

Maldives  
 
Government consults on hosting SAARC Summit in South Province
 
Source-Miadhu News,  
Date-22 June 2010 
 
Government of Maldives has held consultations on hosting the forthcoming SAARC Summit in South 
Province. According to reports senior officials of the relevant offices of the government, State Minister for 
South Province Mohamed Naseer and citizens of the p
consultations. Discussions were also held on constructing a new road in Addoo Atoll and constructing a 
Convention Center in Addoo. Members of the Committee also believed that it would be better if the 
Center could be constructed in way that could be converted to a single hall once the Summit is over.
Secretary Mohamed Zuhair said that USD 10 million is the expected budget of th
Government of Maldives hopes that this could be raised from the friendly countries and donors. Zuhair 
also added that the government of Maldives has already begun fundraising for the Summit. “We have 
already got some kind of assistance from donors who could be utilized for the Summit. When these 
assistances could be connected with the direct projects for the Summit, we hope that the total budget for 
the meeting could be reduced”, Zuhair noted. 
 
President to attend a climate change con
 
Source-Miadhu News,  
Date-22 June 2010 

Italy, President Nasheed will call on President of Italy and hold discussions on the senior officials of the 
Italian tourism sector.  
 
 
Nepal 
 
Three killed in lightning in Siraha 
 
SOURCE: - NEPAL NEWS, Siraha
DATE: - 22June 2010 
 
3 children have been killed due to lightning in Rajpur of Siraha, last night.  Sanotsh Yadav, 14, Sushila 
Thakur, 15, and Lalesh Thakur 9, were killed when a lightning struck them Monday night.One Sanubabu 

Government consults on hosting SAARC Summit in South Province 

Government of Maldives has held consultations on hosting the forthcoming SAARC Summit in South 
Province. According to reports senior officials of the relevant offices of the government, State Minister for 
South Province Mohamed Naseer and citizens of the province who work in Male’ also attended the 

Discussions were also held on constructing a new road in Addoo Atoll and constructing a 
. Members of the Committee also believed that it would be better if the 

Center could be constructed in way that could be converted to a single hall once the Summit is over.
Secretary Mohamed Zuhair said that USD 10 million is the expected budget of the Summit and that the 
Government of Maldives hopes that this could be raised from the friendly countries and donors. Zuhair 
also added that the government of Maldives has already begun fundraising for the Summit. “We have 

e from donors who could be utilized for the Summit. When these 
assistances could be connected with the direct projects for the Summit, we hope that the total budget for 
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President to attend a climate change conference in Italy 

 
President Nasheed will depart to Italy later today to 
attend a Climate Change conference in Italy, Miadhu 
Daily understands. Miadhu Daily also understands that 
the cost of President’s visit is covered by the organizers 
of the meeting, jointly organized by Italy’s Center for 
Sustainable Future and the Italian government.
visit to Italy, second in his less than two years in office, 
President will also attend an investment forum, conduct 
more negotiations on Bikoka University’s proposed 
outpost in the Maldives and meet with potential investors 
in Italy, Press Secretary Mohamed Zuhair has said.I
Ambassador has also said that President Nasheed will not 
simply attend the conference, but will spare no effort to 
make the conference a success. Also in his official visit to 

Italy, President Nasheed will call on President of Italy and hold discussions on the senior officials of the 
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red by the organizers 
of the meeting, jointly organized by Italy’s Center for 
Sustainable Future and the Italian government. During his 
visit to Italy, second in his less than two years in office, 
President will also attend an investment forum, conduct 

negotiations on Bikoka University’s proposed 
outpost in the Maldives and meet with potential investors 
in Italy, Press Secretary Mohamed Zuhair has said.I talian 
Ambassador has also said that President Nasheed will not 

l spare no effort to 
make the conference a success. Also in his official visit to 

Italy, President Nasheed will call on President of Italy and hold discussions on the senior officials of the 

3 children have been killed due to lightning in Rajpur of Siraha, last night.  Sanotsh Yadav, 14, Sushila 
Lalesh Thakur 9, were killed when a lightning struck them Monday night.One Sanubabu 
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Thapaliya, 18, who has sustained burn injuries from the lightning is undergoing treatment at district 
hospital Siraha. 

Dalit settlement affected by flood in Lahan 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Lahan 
DATE: - 23 June 2010 

LAHAN, JUN 23 - Thousands of people residing in eastern VDC of Dhanusha, Singyahi Madan have 
been affected due to flooding in the Kamala River. The flood troubled Dalit settlement of ward 5 and 6 of 
Singyahi Madan, has caused the loss of properties worth tens of thousands. With the road waterlogged, 
people are feeling difficult to make their movement while it has also hit hard the crops of farmers in the 
VDC. Dozen VDCs of district have been inundated with water entering the village when contractors 
delayed to carry out maintenance in the siphon channel of the dam along the Kamala River. 

30 nations to meet in Nepal 
 
SOURCE: - THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, 
Kathmandu 
DATE: - 23June 2010 
 
KATHMANDU: Nepal is all set to organise the first 
high level meeting of the ministers of more than thirty 
mountainous countries in Kathmandu in September. 
The team led by the secretary of Ministry of 
Environment Dr Ganesh Raj Joshi had organised the 
meeting of mountain countries two weeks ago in 
Bonn of Germany where more than 15 countries had 
aired their views on solidarity for such initiative. The 
ministry had taken consent from the Cabinet to 
organise the meeting. According to a source at the ministry, there were few rounds of talks with the donor 
countries and they had shown their interest for supporting such initiative. “The ministry had US$ 
1,000,000 support to organise the meeting and they are very positive,” said the source at the ministry. As 
per Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal’s announcement in the Copenhagen meeting on climate change 
in December, the country had decided to lead the mountain nations’ alliance. However, experts have 
questioned effectiveness of such alliance. “It will not function if we try to group all the mountainous 
nations in one basket and Nepal cannot lead this group because different countries have their own interest 
and they are not going to come in single common forum,” said Adarsha Pokharel, a climate change expert. 
Pokharel further said mountainous countries like India, China, Pakistan and others from the developed 
world are not going to join the forum as they have their own stance on the issues of climate change.. 
 
Monsoon wreaks havoc in Jhapa  
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Birtamod 
DATE: - 25 June 2010 

BIRTAMOD: The much-awaited monsoon downpour wreaked havoc in various parts of Jhapa district on 
Monday night. More than 1,000 houses were swamped by continuous rain and river floods.Police 
personnel evacuated countless people to safety as their houses got inundated by rain and incursion of 
floodwaters, said officials at the district administration. Nearly 150 families at Sarangpada of Topgachhi 
VDC-9 were displaced after a nearby dam burst, flooding the settlement. More than 30 hectares of 
farmland came under a silt blanket.Rain fed Deuniya River entered Goldhap-based Bhutanese refugees’ 
hutment, deluging around 600 shelters and damaging food provisions.Most of the flood victims have been 
shelter in schools and public buildings. Residents of Mechinagar, Duwagadi, Jyamirgadi, Mahabhara and 
Shivgunj also bore the flood brunt. Jhapa’s town areas like Birtamod, Damak, Chandragadi and Bhadrapur 
were also affected. Many schools in the district did not open on Tuesday due to heavy rainfall. District 
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Agriculture Development Office feared that hundreds of hectares of paddy plantation have been damaged 
by continuous lashing of rain and floods. 
 
River encroachment woes Morang  
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Biratnagar 
DATE: - 25 June 2010 

BIRATNAGAR, JUN 25 - People of Morang have been facing river encroachment with the onset of rainy 
season this year as well. This year too, some of the rivers have started eroding fertile land and human 
settlement due to lack of timely efforts for the construction of embankment and river control. The 
problems caused by erosion intensified owing to the lack of attention of the stakeholders towards 
managing water current of the local Bakraha River which got swollen during rainy season, victims 
complained. Embankment construction and maintenance has not been carried out due to the lack of budget 
even when water current in the river swollen with daily raining after June 15, according to Water-induced 
Disaster Control Office, Biratnagar which has the responsibility of river control . VDCs mostly affected 
from the river encroachment in Morang are Urlabari, Govindapur, Madhumalla including other area.  

Dharan flood renders 75 people homeless 
 
SOURCE: - THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Dharan 
DATE: - 25 June 2010 

DHARAN: Around 75 people have been left in the lurch after floodwater swept away 15 houses and 
damaged other 29 houses at Falkland Tapu in Dharan-17, Sunsari, on Tuesday night. According to local 
residents, floodwater gushed into the village after a drainage pipe laid by Naresh Agrawal, a local, burst 
all of a sudden. Moul Kumar Nepali, a victim, said no one had bothered to provide relief to the victims. 
The affected families have been putting up in the houses of neighbors. Kumar Karki, secretary of Nepal 
Basobas Basti Samrakshan Samaj’s eastern regional chapter, said the damaged houses were on the verge 
of collapse.  

School building collapse hits students 

PYUTHAN: Teaching and learning activities have been affected at the Punja VDC-based Balsishu Kalyan 
Primary School after heavy rains caused collapse of the school building on Tuesday. Head teacher Bimala 
Jaisi said classes of grade I and II had been halted, adding that they were conducting grade III classes in 
the open.  

Minor killed, two injured in mudslide 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Hetauda 
DATE: - 27June 2010 

HETAUDA, JUN 27 - A minor died and two others have been injured in a mudslide triggered by 
incessant rainfall here on Sunday. The deceased has been identified as Rabina Dhawa, 5, from Bhainse 
VDC-1. Bikesh Pudasaini, 4, and Sadak Thapa Magar, 7, sustained injuries in the mud-slip. The injured 
are undergoing treatment at Bharatpur Hospital.  

 

Pakistan  
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SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, Islamabad 
DATE: - 21 June 2010 

ISLAMABAD: At least 9 people died in a recent heat wave across the country on Sunday. 
In Punjab, three people died while seven people collapsed due to rising heat in Chichawatni. Temperature 
in cities like Multan, Lahore and Islamabad ranged from 44 to 48 degrees. In Peshawar, four people 
drowned and two went missing while cooling off in Barra Canal.In Sindh, the temperature touched 51 
degrees in Larkana. Other districts including Pannu Aaqil, Rohri, Ghotki, Fiaz Gunj and Hyderabad are 
also sweltering. In Balochistan, the maximum temperature was recorded at 49 degrees in Sibi, while the 
weather was severely hot in Jafarabad, Nasirabad and Jhal Magsi. According to the met office, the heat 
wave is expected to continue until the end of the month. 

Karak road mishap toll mounts to 17 
 
SOURCE: - THE NEWS, Karak 
DATE: - 21June 2010 
 
KARAK: The death toll in Karak road mishap has reached to 17 as seven others are critically 
injured.According to reports, 17 including two women and a child killed and seven others critically 
injured in an accident at Indus Highway in Karak. The injured rushed to district hospital. 
Police sources said a van met head-on collision with a trailer near Niazi Khel at Indus Highway killing 17 
and wounded seven others. Locals shifted bodies and injured to district hospital Karak.Thirteen deceased 
have been identified so far majority of them belonged to district Bannu and Lacci Marwat. 
 
 
 
Water reaches 17 ft mark in Attabad Lake, flooding more houses 
 
SOURCE: - THE NEWS, Hunza 
DATE: - 22 June 2010 
 
HUNZA: Further sliding of large rocks and melting of glaciers due 
to hot weather have led to quick erosion of spillway while the water 
level in the Attabad Lake has witnessed a further surge by 17 feet 
since May 29 – the day the water outflow began through the 
spillway. According to official sources, water continues to flow out 
rapidly through the spillway. The melting of glaciers as a result of 
rising heat has led to a 5-inch increase in water level into the lake 
during 4 to 5 pm this evening. This caused flooding of more houses 
in Gulmit and Shahkat areas of Koshal Tehsil. The water level in 
the lake saw a total increase of 17 feet since May 29 on which water 
seepage into the spillway had begun. Meanwhile, a decision in principle has been made to resume the boat 
service which was suspended on May 16. Ferrying of two boats at a time has been declared a must so that 
passengers of one boat could be shifted to the other in case of an accident. 

Heat wave to persist for 48 hours 
 
SOURCE: - THE POST, Islamabad 
DATE: - 22 June 2010 

ISLAMABAD: Meteorological Department has predicted sizzling heat for next 48 hours and mercury will 
be increased up to 46 to 47 Celsius in various parts of the country and particularly in Sindh and southern 
Punjab. Chief Meteorologist Arif Mehmood said that this sequence of prevailing heat will continue during 
next two days from June 21 to 23 adding that from 24th June partial pre-monsoon is expected in the 
country along with sandstorms in various parts of Punjab including Lahore and Sargodha divisions. He 
also said that sequence of pre-monsoon rains will continue for a week, while monsoon rains will be started 
from first week of July that would help reduce scorching heat. Arif also advised people to avoid coming 
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out from their houses during sunshine adding that people should come out in sun by covering their heads 
and enhance water consumption during these days. Meanwhile, the demand of electricity has increased 
due to sizzling heat across the country bringing shortfall to 2916 MW. 

Water outflow from Attabad Lake touches 10084 cusecs 
 
SOURCE: - THE NEWS, Hunza 
DATE: - 23 June 2010 
 

HUNZA: The water outflow from Attabad Lake through spillway 
has reached 10084 cusecs following the removal of large rocks 
hindering the flow of water. Three large rocks sitting on separate 
spots on the course of spillway were blasted away with the help of 
explosives, clearing the way for water to flow freely. Meanwhile, a 
total of two hotels and six houses in Gulmat and another two 
houses in Shah Kat places have been submerged under water 
owing to rise in water level at lake. Heli service is still underway as 
part of relief and rescue efforts for effectees in low-lying areas, 
witnessed confirmed. 

 
30 killed as Pakistan sizzles 
 
SOURCE: - THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, Islamabad 
DATE: - 23 June 2010 
 

A severe heat wave persisted for the second 
consecutive day on Tuesday, claiming the 
lives of at least 30 people across the country. 
The intense hot weather disrupted business 
activities and power outages added to the 
miseries of the people, forcing many to pray 
for divine intervention. The outages 
lengthened as the overall demand-supply 
gap again widened to 4,000 megawatts. 
Meteorological Department officials expect 
a reduction in the heat wave intensity over 

the next 24 hours. Mercury shot up to 43°C in Lahore and the condition was worsened by dusty winds. 
The same conditions are expected on Wednesday. In Gujranwala, temperatures soared to 50°C, while it 
was 47°C in and Sargodha. The heat wave appears to have centered on southern Punjab, including Multan, 
where 200 children were brought to hospitals on account of heat stroke and stomach ailments. 

Five Flood Response Units established 
 
SOURCE: - THE POST, Rawalpindi 
DATE: - 23 June 2010 

RAWALPINDI: - A total of five Flood Response Units have been set up in various areas of the city 
aiming to cope with any emergency during the incoming monsoon season, Managing Director Water and 
Sanitation Agency (WASA) said Tuesday. Talking to Journalists he said a most modern and sophisticated 
Flood Warning System has already been established at WASA building. The staff will remain present 
round the clock to cope with any emergency. The help of meteorological department has also been sought 
to pass timely information to people in need. With the establishment of modern flood warning system in 
the city it is hoped that the people would be saved from devastation of floods. 

Road accident kills 10; injures 15 near Vehari 
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SOURCE: - THE NEWS, Vehari 
DATE: - 24 June 2010 
 
VEHARI: At least 10 passengers have died including two kids while another 15 sustained injuries as a 
Lahore-bound passenger coach overturned near Vehari, Geo news reported. According to rescue sources, 
the accident took place due to over-speeding when a speedy passenger coach overturned while taking a 
left turn. Also, two children were among ten passengers who died on the spot, meanwhile, rescue efforts 
are underway. All wounded passengers have been rushed to hospital for medical aid. Three among injured 
fellows are critical in condition, hospital sources told media. 
 
Strong dust storm kills one in Islamabad 
 
SOURCE: - THE NEWS, Islamabad 
DATE: - 24 June 2010 
 

ISLAMABAD: Strong dust storm in the federal capital killed one 
and injured three and also damaged many vehicles, Geo News 
reported Wednesday. The drizzle turned weather of federal capital 
pleasant breaking the prolonged heat-wave conditions. The city 
temperature, which was above 40 degrees Celsius for last four 
days, was compelling residents to keep indoors saving themselves 
from the harsh affects of hot weather. However, dust storm prior to 
the drizzle made people frightened as it was of high intensity. 
Storm before the drizzle was horrible as it brought trees and 
billboards down. An official of Met Office said that the intensity of 

winds was recorded 70 knot or 130 km per hour. According to met analysis, a fresh westerly wave 
affecting upper parts of the country on Wednesday night will cause dust storm and scattered rain in upper 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, upper Punjab, Islamabad and Kashmir during next 2-3 days.  

Earthquake jolts Tibbet, Pashin 
 
SOURCE: - THE POST, Balochistan 
DATE: - 24 June 2010 

ISLAMABAD: An earthquake of 3.5 intensity jolted Tibbet, Pashin and adjacent areas at 04.59pm on 
Wednesday in the Balochistan province. The focus of the earthquake was under sea near Pasni quoting 
concerned quarters a private television channel reported. There were no reports of any damage or 
casualties due to the earthquake the report said adding people in the affected areas came out of their 
houses. 

 
Sizzling heat claims four lives 
 
SOURCE: - THE FRONTIER POST, Sahiwal 
DATE: - 24 June 2010 
 
SAHIWAL (PPI): The four persons killed and three fell unconscious due to scorching heat during the 24-
hours in the district here. As per details a man Allah Din (65) resident of village Bothna, Nazar 
Muhammad of village Noorke Kathia and Mai Mehran resident of Kot Khadim Ali Shah became 
unconscious due to severity of heat and breathed their last in the hospital. A person Saadlun (47) resident 
of Mirdad Muafi died due to heat during work at fields. The three passengers Anwar Bibi, Sabir and 
Hassan Raza fell unconscious sitting in the compartments of Khaiber Mail the engine of which gone out 
of order in sizzling heat. 
 
Windstorm claims four lives, injures 40 in KP 
 
SOURCE: - DAWN NEWS, Peshawar 
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DATE: - 25 June 2010 
 
PESHAWAR: At least four persons 
were killed and 40 others injured in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa when a 
windstorm hit the provincial capital 
and other districts on Wednesday. 
The metrological office in Peshawar 
recorded winds hitting the city at 55 
Km/h speed which uprooted trees 
causing suspension of electricity 
supply to various parts of the city. 
Officials at Khyber Teaching 
Hospital said that they received 
around 15 persons, who were injured 

due to collapse of house boundary walls and windowpanes. They said that 12 persons with minor injuries 
were relieved after medical treatment. However, one of them with serious head injury was shifted to the 
Neuro Surgery facility at Hayatabad Medical Complex. The Lady Reading Hospital was also receiving 
injured till the filing of this report but the exact number could not be ascertained. Officials at the hospital 
said that they received eight injured and continued to receive more. The storm was followed by rain, 
which turned the weather quite pleasant. The metrological office recorded one millimeter rain and 41 
degrees Celsius temperature on Wednesday. The windstorm also caused damage to many mud houses. 
Billboards fell down due to strong wind and dust storm, which hit the city about 3:00pm.  
 
Heat wave claims lives of 2 women 
 
SOURCE: - THE FRONTIER POST, Pakpattan 
DATE: - 25 June 2010 
 
PAKPATTAN (PPI): The two women fell unconscious due to sizzling heat and breathed their last in the 
hospital here. As per hospital sources the two women Sardaran Bibi (50) resident of town Malka Hans and 
Shamaan Bibi of Chak 9 suffering from cardiac attack due to scorching heat were admitted in the local 
hospital where they died. 
 
Cyclone rains blessing for fisher folk 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, Karachi 
DATE: - 26 June 2010 

KARACHI: The recent tropical cyclone Phet along the coasts of Oman, Pakistan and India devastated 
public properties and human settlements on a massive scale but at the same time, the accompanying 
torrential rains supplied enough freshwater to the mangrove forests of Sindh to increase the fish catch.Due 
to the heavy rains, new mangrove saplings established roots while the big trees became green, that would 
increase the populations of prawns, crabs, pomfret and other costly fish that breed in the local creeks 
along the coast of Karachi and Thatta. The increase in fish catch and other seafood products would bring 
happiness to the poor fisher folk, who were suffering due to decreased flows in Indus River, climate 
changes and environmental degradation for the last several decades, causing reduction in the fish catch. 
The rain also caused growth in the recently introduced Rhizophora mucronata mangroves in Korangi 
Creek by the Trust for Conservation of Coastal Resources (TCCR), a local NGO working for the fishing 
community. 

14 killed, 15 injured in Chitral floods: JI leader 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, Chitral 
DATE: - 26 June 2010 
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PESHAWAR: Flash floods caused by heavy rains have killed 14 people, including children and women, 
and injured 15 others, three of them critically, in Chitral district, former member of National Assembly 
(MNA) Maulana Abdul Akbar Chitrali said on Friday. He made these remarks while addressing a press 
conference at the Peshawar Press Club. Chitrali told the media that three villages in the Chitral Valley had 
been completely destroyed by the floods. The Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) leader said that dead bodies of four 
people had been retrieved while 10 bodies were still missing. The former MNA added that a large number 
of domestic animals were drowned in the floodwater, which also destroyed around 500 acres of 
agricultural land including fresh crops. He informed the media that around 33 houses were completely 
destroyed by the flash floods while 80 houses had been partially damaged. The JI leader criticised the 
Awami National Party (ANP)-led Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government and said that it had taken no steps to 
help the flood-hit people. He also appealed to the government to announce compensation for the flood 
victims. Separately, the water level in the Swat River is rising. Local residents are migrating to other 
places to avoid any untoward situation. 

 

Sri Lanka  
 

Red Cross Disaster Management benefits more people  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: - 21 June 2010 

Disasters could not be met without a proper plan and the importance of such planning has been identified 
globally. The Sri Lanka Red Cross Society has given much emphasis on disaster reduction and mitigation, 
community awareness and early warning in its disaster management programming, Sri Lanka Red Cross 
Society National Secretary S. H. Nimal Kumar said.  

Kumar was addressing the inauguration ceremony of a two day National Symposium and an exhibition on 
Disaster Management held in Colombo on June 16 with Danish Red Cross support. The Exhibition was 
organized to demonstrate the magnitude of work that the Society with support of Movement Partners 
carried out over the years thus building the capacity and preparing communities for disaster management. 
The SLRCS comprehensive disaster management program has assisted 162,000 families and has reached 
226 communities and 128 schools. The Disaster Management committees comprising volunteers have 
been formed and strengthened at village level and school level as well. Programs for the training of 
volunteers in first aid, camp management, water safety, finance management, leadership, disaster risk 
management early warning and evacuation have been conducted to keep the communities ready to meet 
possible future disasters. The Red Cross had fulfilled all the responsibilities entrusted by the Government 
under tsunami recovery program.  

Ecological approach to control dengue - Experts at dengue confab  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: - 22 June 2010 

The fatality rate of dengue and Chikungunya in Sri Lanka, Thailand and Indonesia was increasing while it 
was declining in other countries. Therefore an ecological approach should be made to control dengue 
fever by resorting to proper environment standards through waste and rain water management and getting 
rid of mosquito breeding places, Colombo Municipal Council Public Health Department Chief Medical 
Officer Dr. Pradeep Kariyawasam told the Daily News yesterday. This decision was taken by the experts 
who participated at the South East Asian Regional Meeting on Dengue and Chikungunya Fever in Thiland 
recently.Dr. Kariyawasam said President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s involvement in the Dengue control 
campaign by forming a Presidential Task Force to tackle the issues was highly commended by the 
delegates. The final session of the meeting was presided by the Co-Chairman of the meeting Dr. Pradeep 
Kariyawasam. The meeting was attended by managers of dengue control campaigns from 10 countries. 
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Paddy lands close to Sri Lanka capital destroyed 
 
SOURCE: - COLOMBO PAGE, Colombo 
DATE: - 23 June 2010 

Colombo: The largest wetland environments near Sri Lanka's capital 
Colombo had been destroyed by land filling and other human activities, the 
Department of Agriculture says. In the past 32 years, 966 acres of paddy 
fields in Aththidiya and Bellanwila areas around the wetland have been 
destroyed as a result of the damaging activities. The fields in these areas 
have not been used for paddy cultivation since 1978, the agricultural 
officials say. However, the paddy cultivation had successfully been carried 
out in these fields by earlier generations. Land filling, industrial waste, 
water stagnation, and salinization have prompted the farmers to give up 
these lands. Since the commercial value of the lands in Colombo district is 
very high, people often fill the abandoned paddy fields for constructions, environmental groups point out. 
Some local government institutes use this wetland as a garbage dump causing severe damage to the water 
resources as well. Although the government has declared Aththidiya wetland as a forest reserve, it has not 
been effective to avoid the destruction, the residents of the area say. 

US $40 m to fight Malaria  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: - 23June 2010 

The Global Fund has donated US $40 million in a bid to assist the Government's effort to eradicate 
Malaria from Sri Lanka by 2015, Health Ministry Additional Secretary P.G. Maheepala said. He was 
briefing media over the Malaria eradication program initiated by the Health Ministry at the Colombo 
Health Education Department yesterday. He said the Malaria eradication program would be completed in 
two phases. The first phase will be confined to eradicate the vector of palsiparo and the second phase will 
combat with wywax. Due to the effective health policies, Sri Lanka has managed to control the spread of 
Malaria rapidly. Only 150 Malaria infected patients have been reported this year. They were found in 
Moneragala, Hambantota and Killinochchi districts. He advised if anyone who feels feverish in these areas 
to consult a doctor and obtain a medical checkup soon. Anybody who is migrating to a Malaria risk 
country it is advisable to have free medicine at the National Malaria Control campaign in Colombo, he 
said.  

 Seawater ruins 200 acres of paddy  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Ahangama 
DATE: - 24 June 2010 
 
More than 200 acres of paddy cultivation in Ahangama area has been ruined due to the influx of seawater 
along the Paman Ela that irrigates paddy fields in the area, causing much anxiety among the farmers. The 
residents of the area pointed out that the defective doors installed by the Irrigation Department at the 
estuary of the canal were to blame for this state of affairs. The doors of the anicut, that opens constantly, 
had created a mound of sea sand, which had obstructed the free flow of water to the sea. President of the 
Paman Ela Farmer Organization S.K.Gunadasa said, “More than 200 acres of paddy fields and a vast area 
of arable land have been affected by sea water. The anicut at the estuary opening at the wrong time had 
resulted in this state of affairs. When the anicut is obstructed by sea sand, seawater naturally flows into the 
canal after going through the anicut. The farmers also remove the sand dunes and open the anicut, but for 
a very short time.  

 
Ratnapura families evacuated  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Ratnapura 
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DATE: - 25 June 2010 
 

Several families in the Ratnapura town and surrounding areas were evacuated today 
by the District Disaster Management Centre to avoid any possible disaster by floods, 
the operations manager of the Disaster Management Centre Colonel Priyankara 
Abeyratne said. This decision was taken earlier today when the Kaluganga River 
swelled due to the torrential rains experienced in the area. The Kaluganga River had 
risen up to 18.5 m due to the high rainfall experienced in the Sri Pada range. Several 
roads were under water signaling a minor flood threat. A senior official of the 
Disaster Management Centre said the situation would worsen if the rains continued. 
 

Gale batters houses, property  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Gale 
DATE: - 25 June 2010 
 
A gale that hit several areas in Galle caused extensive damage to houses and property. The Habaraduwa 
police station and the buildings of the Southland Girl School were some of the worst affected. Several 
police officers had a narrow escape when a wall of the bachelor quarters collapsed. However, the falling 
debris caused damage to the furniture in the quarters. In another incident a Poson Pandal of about 50 ft in 
height and fitted with about 35,000 electric bulbs collapsed rendering the electric bulbs and the pictures 
useless. 
Dengue in Horana and Ingiriya  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Colombo 
DATE: - 26 June 10 
 
A public awareness campaign on preventing Dengue was launched by the Horana and Ingiriya Public 
Health Officers, the Horana Pradeshiya Sabha and the Horana Urban Council, with the assistance of 
schoolchildren, teachers and officers of government institutions. The Health Officers said that the deadly 
disease was raising its head in Horana and Ingiriya, and that a majority of the patients were reported from 
Dombagaskanda in the Ingiriya Health Division. A demonstration with the assistance of schoolchildren 
was a part of the programme. 

W H O supports Lanka’s fight against dengue 
 
SOURCE: - THE ISLAND, Colombo 
DATE: - 27June 2010 

The WHO has trained Sri Lankan doctors to diagnose patients suffering from fever whether they had 
dengue, viral fever or rat fever.Epidemiology Unit Chief Dr. Paba Palihawadana told The Island that all 
OPD doctors, pediatricians and physicians had received specialised training. She emphasised the 
importance of rushing those having fever to the nearest government hospital to obtain specialised medical 
treatment. Dr. Palihawadana said that there had been many deaths due to the failure on the part of patients 
to receive medical treatment. According to her since January 2010 up to end of this month, 17, 411 
dengue patients had received treatment at government hospitals. Of them 48 had died. She said that 
government hospitals were better equipped to handle dengue cases than private institutions. 

 


