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Afghanistan  
 
At least 400 shops gutted in Jalalabad market 
Source-The Frontier Post,  
Date-14 June 2010, JALALABAD (AIP)  
 
Fire erupted at market in Jalalabad, capital of eastern Ningarhar province, Saturday evening (12/06/2010) 
gutting at least 400 shops and causing hundreds of thousands of dollars losses, eyewitnesses said 
Saturday. The fire believed to be caused by short-circuit at a shop engulfed two other markets located to 
north of Bazazi mosque in the provincial capital. The market is housing shops dealing in carpets, shoes 
and many other materials. “The people started shifting goods from the shops hither and thither as soon as 
the fire erupted. It was, however, unclear if these people were looters or the shopkeepers. Until now, three 
major have burned in which at least 400 shops were gutted, an eyewitness told Afghan Islamic Press. 
Quoting some people, he said the fire was caused by short-circuit in a power generator at a shop which led 
to explosions in other generators in the market. 
 
Floods Kill 9 in Eastern Afghanistan 
 
Source-Quqnoos.com,  
Date-20 June 2010, Nangarhar 
 
At least, 9 people were killed and six others were injured 
Friday night in Flash flood in Nangarhar, an eastern Afghan 
province.An official in the National Disaster Management 
Authority for the Nangarhar province said the floods occured 
in Esarok district last night and left more than 22 people homeless and also destroyed more than 50 acres 
of farm lands."At least, nine people including a girl were killed and six others were injured in flash floods 
yesterday night," said a spokesman for the National Disaster Management. "We urged all the relevant 
departments and called on traders help the flood- affected people as soon as possible," he added. Natural 
disasters are common in mountainous Afghanistan, where more than 200 people lost their lives in heavy 
avalanches earlier this year. 
 
11 perish in flash floods 
 
Source-The Frontier Post,  
Date-20 June 2010,  
 
At least 11 people were killed and several more wounded as flash floods hit Hisarak Ghalji district of 
eastern Ningarhar province last night, an official said Saturday. The floods erupted abruptly Hisarak 
Ghalji district last night, killing eight people including a minor girl in Ganjkhel area, Shakirullah, an 
official of provincial Natural Disaster Management Authority, told Afghan Islamic Press. He said local 
residents also recovered six people from the floodwater, adding the death toll might rise. 
 

Bangladesh   
 
Quake jolts Bangladesh, Indian Ocean region 
 
Source-The New Nation, 
Date- 14 June 2010, BSS, Dhaka 
 
A major earthquake occurred at 01 hours 26 minutes and 49.02 seconds Bangladesh Standard Time (BST) 
yesterday. The distance of the epic entre was about 1,795 kms south of BMD Seismic Centre at Agargaon, 
Dhaka, said a Met office press release. The magnitude of the earthquake was 7.7 Richter scale (major). 
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The location of the earthquake was at Nicobar islands, Indian region.The US Geological Survey said it 
occurred about 150km (95 miles) west of the Nicobar Islands and 440km from Sumatra, Indonesia. The 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center initially issued a warning for the entire Indian Ocean region. The agency 
later downgraded the warning to India only, before cancelling the alert altogether. "Sea level readings 
indicate that a significant tsunami was not generated," the Hawaii-based centre said. No damage was 
reported in the Andaman and Nicobar islands, although a total blackout sparked panic in the capital, Port 
Blair, witnesses said. More than 350,000 people live on nearly 600 islands in the remote archipelago. In 
2004, a powerful earthquake off Sumatra's coast triggered a tsunami that killed more than 220,000 people 
around the rim of the Indian Ocean. 
 
Earthquake at Madhabpur 
 
Source-The New Nation,  
Date-14 June 2010, UNB, Dhaka 
A low intense earthquake shook at near Madhabpur of Moulvibazar district in Bangladesh-India border 
region tonight. According to the Meteorological Department, the earthquake was occurred at about 
10:13pm. The magnitude of the earthquake was 4.0 Richter scale. The reports of damages and casualties 
for the earthquake were not available immediately. 
 
 
36 Japan funded cyclone shelters handed over 
 
Source-The New Nation,  
Date-15 June 2010, BSS, Dhaka 
 
The construction of 36 multi- purpose cyclone shelters funded by Japan government in different areas 
affected by devastating cyclone Sidr has been completed to secure lives of nearly 70,000 people during 
natural calamities in future. After the Sidr, the Japan government provided 10 million US dollar under its 
grand aid scheme to construct the cyclone shelters through Japan International Corporation Agency 
(JICA) in line with a request from Bangladesh government, a JICA spokesman told BSS on Monday. The 
shelters, constructed by the government's Local Government Engineering Division (LGED) in Barguna, 
Bagerhat, Patukhali and Pirojpur districts were handed over to the government recently. Approximately 
70, 000 people will get benefit from these cyclone shelters during disasters. Apart from this, the shelters 
designed to be used as primary schools will also benefit 11,000 students. Moreover, the shelters could be 
used as community centers for locals to hold social programmes. The JICA spokesman said Japan has so 
far built 117 cyclone centers in the coastal belt since the 1991 devastating cyclone as the country believes 
the number of cyclone shelters in Bangladesh is not adequate against the size of coastal population. The 
spokesman said if Bangladesh government makes further request in this regard the Japan government will 
actively consider it. Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh Tamotsu Shinotsuka formally handed over the 
key of multi-purpose cyclone shelters to Member of Parliament AKMA Awal at an inaugural ceremony in 
Pirojpur On June 9 last. LGD Secretary Monjur Hossain, JICA Senior Representative Shigeki Furuta and 
LGED Chief Engineer Wahidur Rahman were also present on the occasion. Cyclone 'Sidr' hit 
Bangladesh's south-western coastal belt on November 15 in 2007 and claimed 3,406 lives, left 1,001 
people missing and caused colossal damage to assets and crops. 
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Tidal water floods 52 Cox's Bazar villages- 10 Aila-hit villages inundated in Satkhira 
 
Source-The Daily Star,  
Date-15 June 2010, A Correspondent, Cox's Bazar  
 
More than 800 dwelling houses in 52 villages under six upazilas of the district were inundated as 
embankment collapsed during high tide Sunday night (13/06/2010). Meanwhile, weathermen hoisted 
signal number 3 as the Bay became rough in the last 24 hours.  The tidal water rose several feet above the 
normal level hitting the coast. The affected villages fall under Kutubdia, Moheshkhali, Sadar, Pekua, 
Chakoria and Teknaf upazilas. Cox's Bazar Met office sources said, in the last 24 hours till 3:00pm 
yesterday, the district experienced about 88 mm rainfall. All the trawlers and fishing boats in the Bay of 
Bengal have been told to stay near the coast and move cautiously, they said.Kutubdia upazila parishad 
chairman ATM Nurul Bashar Chowdhury said, more than 10 km stretch of the 40-km coastal embankment 
has been washed away by the sea water. Another 15 km has 
become risky, leaving one lakh people of the upazila in utter 
panic. 

Five villages in Moheshkhali upazila went under water 
as tidal water entered through the breaches of the 
embankment, locals’ said.In Cox's Bazar town, the tidal water 
submerged about 120 dwelling houses at Fadnardail and 
Najiratek char areas yesterday. Several thousand people have 
taken shelter in nearby cyclone shelters, educational 
institutions and on high lands. In Satkhira, at least 10 villages 
in Padmapukur, an Aila affected union under Shyamnagar 
upazila, were inundated as the embankment on the river 
Kabodak collapsed during violent tide on Sunday night. About 
50 yards at New Mosque point of the embankment have been 
washed away, reports our correspondent. Over 8,000 people of 
almost all the villages in Padmapukur union have been 
marooned. The affected villages are Padmapukur, Uttar 
Pakhimara, Dakkhin Pakhimara Chandipur, Baintala, 
Khutikata, Kamalkati, Chaulkhola, Jhhapa, Ershad Nagar, Sonakhali and Chandipur. 
 
53 killed in Cox’s Bazar, Bandarban landslides 
 
Source-The New Nation,  
Date-16 June 2010, BSS, Cox's Bazar 

 
A series of landslides triggered by torrential rains overnight (14/06/2010) killed at least 53 people in 
southeastern sea resort town of Cox's Bazar and nearby Bandarban hill district with officials saying 
salvage campaign was underway as over 12 people were still missing. Officials and witnesses said of the 
dead 49 people including six army soldiers lost their lives under tonnes of mud in different areas of Cox's 
Bazar at their shanties and a makeshift military camp while four others were buried alive in Bandarban as 
earthen chunks smashed their homes at the bottom of hills.Cox's Bazar's Deputy Commissioner or 
Administrative Chief Giasuddin Ahmed told newsmen that the torrential rains also inundated most part of 
the scenic beach town and nearby sub-districts causing flash floods and disrupting the rescue operations 
after the disasters. "The mudslides struck Ukhia and Teknaf sub-districts as a result of two days of heavy 
rain falls while most victims were asleep," a senior police official told BSS by phone. 
The flash flood obstructed movement of rescue workers to the affected areas as army troops, paramilitary 
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and Red Crescent rescuers were called out to join the salvage campaign, he said. 
He added that the six army personnel died instantly as the landslide smashed their makeshift camp at 
Himchhari area near the Cox's Bazar sea beach as army engineering corps was engaged to construct a 
marine drive road from Cox's Bazar to Teknaf, a frontier town, linking Bangladesh with Myanmar. 
An army spokesman said two of the bodies of the army soldiers were retrieved from under the mud while 
efforts were underway to recover the four others. In a related development, some 50 fishing boats were 
reported sank near the coastlines in Bay of Bengal due to inclement weather as they went for fishing 

 

Fifty -two villages under six upazilas of Cox's Bazar 
district go under water following collapse of a coastal 
embankment during high tide in the Bay yesterday. 
Photo shows a submerged village in Kutubdia upazila. 
Photo: STAR 
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undermining the warning signal number 3 in scale of 10.Officials said no casualties were reported yet 
from the capsizes as most of the fishermen were expectedly rescued by other such boats nearby but 
hundreds of bamboo shacks were washed away by the storm and flash floods or surges in the 
coastlines.Landslides caused by downpours appeared to be a growing concern particularly in southeastern 
region while environmental watchdogs were virtually screaming for years against hill cuts to develop 
infrastructures defying rules as an expert study said over 100 hills disappeared while hundreds others were 
partially destroyed in recent years to cause frequent mudslides. Bangladesh witnessed its worst landslide 
in recent decades on June 13, 2007 when 123 people were buried alive under tones of mud rolled out from 
the hills on the dwelling houses built at hill slopes at the southeastern port city of Chittagong. The 
government gave responsibility to Bangladesh Army to construct 24-km long "Marine Drive" from Cox's 
Bazar to Inani along the seat belt, an ISPR press release said yesterday. It said a total of 62 Army 
personnel engaged in construction work of the "Marine Drive" were staying in a camp which was located 
at the foot of the hill at Himchhari, 8 km away from Cox's Bazar. Some manpower, equipment and 
vehicles were damaged by the landslide this morning, which occurred due to heavy rainfall for the last 
couple of days, the release said. Already rescue operation has begun, it said adding the amount of damage 
and loss of life and property would be known after the rescue operation is over. 
 

  
Rescuers digging mud to recover the bodies of the 
members of an ill-fated family which was barried in a 
landslide at Tumbru Bazar Uttarpara in Naikhongchhari  
Upazila of Bandarban Hill District on Monday night. Banglar 
Chokh 

 

An army excavator removes mud from a blocked road near Inani of 
Heemchhrai in Cox's Bazar after heavy rain triggered landslides in the 
district. Inset, the body of army personnel recovered from the mud. 
Photo: Anisur Rahman STAR 

 

 

Local people and fire service men launch rescue operations soon after mudslides triggered by heavy rain killed at least 52 people in Cox's Bazar 
and Bandarban early yesterday. A big portion of the Marine Road in Himchchari also subsided. Photo: Anisur Rahman and courtesy STAR 

 
Chemical godown blamed for Nimtoli inferno 
 
Source-The New Nation,  
Date-16 June 2010, Staff Reporter 
 
A flammable chemical go-down has been identified responsible for the recent inferno that killed 121 
people at Nimtoli, a densely populated area at old Dhaka, according to the prove committee report. The 
fire broke out from the harmful chemical go-down due to excessive heat from the kitchen where foods 
were being cooked for a wedding ceremony. The blaze soon engulfed the adjacent houses. Home Minister 
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Sahara Khatun addressing a news conference at her ministry yesterday said that the persons, who would 
be found responsible for the incident after investigation, be brought to justice. Meanwhile, the three-
member probe committee headed by Addition Home Secretary Iqbal Khan Chowdhury placed a 17-point 
recommendation to stave-off further recurrence of such incident. The committee recommended for the 
evacuation of all kinds of chemical go-downs from the Old Dhaka. The recommendations also include 
strict instruction for maintaining Fire Prevention and Extinguishing Rules 2003 and Bangladesh National 
Building Code (BNBC) for building construction and installation of separate hydrant point in the capital 
as well as all divisional towns across the country to quickly extinguish the fire. Coordination among the 
organisations, which provide licences for chemical and inflammable materials, and strengthening the Fire 
Service and Civil Defense were also among the recommendations. Iqbal Khan Chowdhury said Ohid 
Uddin Majumder, the owner of the chemical go-down responsible for the fire, remains absconding since 
the incident. The committee has so far recorded depositions of 44 eyewitnesses of the incident, Iqbal 
said.At least 121 people, most of them woman and children, were burnt alive in the blaze at Nimtoli on 
June 3. 
 
Flash flood in Barisal, tidal water enters Patuakhali 
 
Source-The Daily Star,  
Date-16 June 2010, Star National Desk 
 
Flash flood caused by heavy downpour hit at least 50 villages in Barisal while tidal water flooded five 
villages in Patuakhali in the last two days. 
The flash flood in Barisal followed continuous 
downpour and onrush of water from upstream, reports 
UNB. The district relief and rehabilitation office said, 
at least 50 villages and shoals of five upazilas of the 
district went under water. A large number of people in 
the affected areas of Mehendiganj, Hizla, Muladi, 
Wazirpur and Agoiljhara have taken shelter on high 
land and in educational institutions, upazila 
administration sources said. In Patuakhali, at least five 
villages under Aila-hit Mirzaganj upazila were 
inundated as the flood control embankment on the 
Payra River collapsed at different points during high 
tide on Monday and Tuesday. The tidal water rose 
above the normal level, reports our correspondent.  
It was flowing at 2.60 metre which is 0.60 metre higher 
than usual level, according to Water Development 
Board officials. Mobarak Ali Munshi, UP chairman of Subidkhali UP told this correspondent that several 
areas of the 7 km-long flood control embankment washed away as high tide hit the coast. The dam was 
earlier affected by both cyclones Sidr and Aila, he said. At least five villages--Mehendiabad, Ranipur, 
Charkhali, Golkhali and Hajikhali-- were inundated as tidal water entered through the breaches, he added. 
Md Shahjahan, upazila agriculture officer of Mirzaganj told this correspondent that Aus paddy on at least 
1,000 acres went under tidal water. “A vast tract of crop field will be affected due to saline water and silt,” 
he said. Contacted, Siddiqur Rahman, executive engineer of WDB said, “We hope that repair of the 
embankment will start by next month”. 
 
Flood situation in Sylhet unchanged  
 
Source-The Daily Star,  
Date-16 June 2010, Staff Correspondent, Sylhet 
 
Flood situation in the district remained unchanged yesterday despite decrease in rainfall in the last 24 
hours. However, all the rivers marked further rise flowing above danger level at many points.  

 

Fishing boats and trawlers lie idle at Fringibazar Bridge terminal in 
Chittagong yesterday as the sea remains rough due to a depression 
over the Bay. Photo: STAR 
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The road link between Zakiganj, 
Balaganj and Beanibazar upazilas 
and district headquarters remained 
snapped as water inundated several 
points of Sylhet-Zakiganj, Sylhet-
Baroigram and Tajpur-Balaganj 
roads.The Surma was flowing 12 cm 
above danger level in Sylhet, 18 cm 
above at Sunamganj town and 95 cm 
above at Kanaighat while the 
Kushiyara was flowing 98 cm above 
at Amolshid border point and 79 cm above at Sheola at 3:00 pm yesterday, Water Development Board 
(WDB) officials informed. Erosion by the Surma and the Kushiyara took a serious turn in Zakiganj, 
Beanibazar, Golapganj, Balaganj and Fenchuganj during the last two days. Floodwaters submerged 
Zakiganj upazila headquarters for the fourth day yesterday causing much suffering to the people.  Many 
areas in Zakiganj municipality and Fenchuganj upazila headquarters are still under water.In Golapganj 
upazila, all villages in Budhbaribazar, Sharifganj and Badepasha unions have been badly affected.  In 
Balaganj, floodwater continued to enter villages through at least five breached points of Kushiyara dyke. 
Upazila complex and upazila health complex areas are now under 2-3 feet water.In Dakkhin Surma 
upazila, floodwater damaged about 2,000 hectares seedbed of Aush paddy, officials said. 
 
Landslide death toll rises to 56 
 
Source-The Daily Star,  
Date-17 June 2010, A Correspondent, Cox's Bazar 
 
The bodies of the missing army person and three others were crushed under landslides in different areas in 
Cox's Bazar on Tuesday (15/06/2010). With the recovery of the four bodies in Ukhiya upazila, the death 
toll in the landslides rose to 56 in Cox's Bazar and Bandarban. The namaz-e-janaza of army person Aslam 
of Himchhari barracks was held at 5:30pm yesterday. His body would be sent to his village home in 
Natore for burial.The other three victims are Abdul Jalil, 48, son of Sultan Ahmed of Pathuartek village, 
Md Arman, 16, son of Sirajul Islam, and Mostafa Kamal, 12, son of Md Hashem of Chowdhury Para. The 
district administration sources had earlier showed Mostafa Kamal as a victim in Cox's Bazar town. The 
three were buried yesterday morning.Cox's Bazar Deputy Commissioner Md Gias Uddin Ahmed said 49 
people died in the landslides in different areas. Of the victims, 33 died in Teknaf, nine in Ukhiya, six in 
Himchhari army barracks and one in Cox's Bazar town. The deputy commissioner said the families of the 
victims each would get financial assistance of Tk 20,000 and allocation of Tk 9.8 lakh is underway in this 
regard. He added a list of the houses damaged by landslides or washed away by flash flood is being 
prepared for giving the affected necessary assistance.The food and disaster management ministry has 
allocated Tk 10 lakh and 50 tonnes of rice for the affected in Cox's Bazar. Of the allocation, Tk 3 lakh and 
10 tonnes of rice have been allocated for Teknaf, Tk 2 lakh and three tonnes rice for Ukhiya and Tk 1 lakh 
and two tonnes rice for Ramu.During a visit yesterday it was found at least 60,000 people are living at the 
height of about 150 feet in the Baidyaghona hill in Cox's Bazar town amid severe risk. Most of them are 
environmental refugees. Several thousand Rohingyas of Myanmar who infiltrated into Bangladesh have 
also made houses on the hills.Besides the Baidyaghona hill, ultra-poor people have also set up about 
15,000 houses and other installations including business firms in Pahartoli, Light House Para, Saikat Para, 
Bus Terminal, Larpara, Kolatoli, Adarsha Gram and hilltops in other areas. About one lakh people live in 
these dwellings under severe risk.At least 30 people were killed and over 500 others injured in landslides 
in the last three years. In July last year at least 20 people were killed in several incidents of landslides in 
Cox's Bazar town, Teknaf, Moheshkhali and Ukhiya. 
 
High casualties, devastation if 7.05 magnitude quake strikes Dhaka city: Study 
 
Source-The Daily Star,  
Date-17 June 2010, Staff Correspondent 
 

 

Flood water submerges Sylhet-Beanibazar highway, snapping road link between the city and 
the upazila headquarters, right, inundates shops at Fenchuganj Bazar. Photo: STAR 
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Dhaka city may witness high civilian casualties and devastation if a 7.0 to 7.05-magnitude earthquake 
strikes the capital, according to a study. Citing the findings of the study, Food and Disaster Management 
Minister Abdur Razzaque said about 90,000 people would likely be affected if such an earthquake hits the 
city at night. In a scripted answer to lawmakers' queries, the minister said the number of casualties might 
be around 70,000 if the quake occurs at day.Razzaque said some 70,000 buildings in the capital would be 
destroyed completely while 85,000 partially. The study was conducted on 3.26 lakh houses situated in the 
Dhaka City Corporation area. He, however, said there is no sign of occurrence of an 8.0 magnitude 
earthquake in the city. But a fault existing at Madhupur, 60 kilometer off Dhaka, may cause a 7.0 to 7.05-
magnitude earthquake. The minister said there would be a loss of about $ 6 billion (half of national 
budget) for structural damage following this shock. Such a quake from the Madhupur Fault will generate a 
total of 30 million tonnes of debris; he said.The food minister also said the government is taking various 
measures to ensure food security for all. Those include increasing domestic food production and people's 
purchasing capacity, he said. 
 
Lightning kills 5, injures 16 
Source -The Daily Star,  
Date -17 June 2010, Star National Desk 
 
Five people were killed and 16 others injured by lightning in four districts yesterday. A man and his wife 
were killed as lightning struck them at village Shorabaria in Atghoria upazila under Pabna district early 
yesterday. The victims are Md Mohidul Islam, 30, of village Hapania and his wife Eti Khatun,25. Sources 
said, Mohidul came to his father-in-law's house at village Shorabaria on Tuesday. The lightning struck 
their room at about 6:00 am killing the couple in their sleep, reports our correspondent.In Thakurgaon, one 
person was killed and 12 others were injured by lightning at Chopradangi and Khutamara villages under 
Debiganj upazila in Panchagarh yesterday afternoon, reports our correspondent. The dead was identified 
as Abdul Malek, 32, son of Abdus Sobhan of Chopradangi village under Debiganj upazila in Panchagarh. 
Locals said, the thunderbolt struck one Abdul Malek's house while he was in the room. He died on the 
spot. In a separate incident, 12 students of Mirza Golam Hafiz High School of Khutamara village in 
Debiduba union under Debiganj upazila were injured when a thunderbolt struck the roof of their class 
room.In Kurigram, lightning killed one person and injured another in two separate incidents. Police, 
hospital and local sources said Hazrat Ali, 35, of Shapkhawa village of Rayganj union under Nageswari 
upazila was killed by lightning at about 9:45 am when he went out to catch fish amid rain. Lightning hit 
Marjina Begum, 40, wife of Nazrul Islam of Shatibari village in Sadar upazila injuring her seriously. She 
was admitted to Kurigram Sadar Hospital, reports our correspondent. In Sirajganj, one person was killed 
and three others were injured in separate incidents of lightning at two villages under Chouhali upazila 
yesterday. The deceased was identified as Samia Begum, 35, wife of Alek of Shailajana village, reports a 
correspondent. Another thunderbolt hit a house at Amarpur village of the same upazila leaving three 
housewives seriously injured. The injured were identified as Marium Khatun, 55, wife of Khorshed 
Mistree, Amena, 20, wife of Sanowar Hossain and Sakina, 30, wife of Salam of Amarpur village. 
 
. 
Flood situation in Sylhet worsens 
 
Source-The New Nation,  
Date-18 June 2010, Staff Reporter  
 
The flood situation in Sylhet region has further worsened as more fresh areas have gone under water. 
Several lakh people of the region have been marooned by the flood water and they have been experiencing 
untold sufferings.  
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Most of the upazilas of the region are flood 
affected. About one thousand educational 
institutions have been declared closed as many 
roads of the upazilas have been submerged by the 
flood waters. A number of markets in Sylhet 
division, including different upazila headquarters, 
are now under water. Due to this, normal life has 
been paralyzed and the people are leading a 
marooned life. It is alleged that the relief allocated 
for the people of flood affected areas is not enough. 
Even the allocated relief is not being distributed by 
the concerned authorities properly, it is further 
alleged. "The administration, local representatives 
and leaders and workers of ruling party are fighting 
to grasp the relief goods. They are not distributing 
the goods among the affected people properly," 

alleged the marooned people. The flood situation was created due to the onrush of water from the hills 
across the border in the river Surma and Kushiara and also heavy rain falls in the last consecutive days. 
The most affected upazilas are Kanaighat, Zakigonj, Beanibazar, Gulapgonj, Balagonj, Fenchuganj, 
Kompanigonj, Jointapur, Goainghat, Kulaura and Barlekha.Flood water submerged the major areas of 
Kanaighat and Zakigonj upazilas. Several markets of the upazilas, including Mamtajgonj Bazar and 
Saraker Bazar, went under water. Sources said that the flood situation in the two upazilas went to danger 
point due to breaking of an alternative road of Sylhet-Zakigonj road, which was constructed for 
completing the work of the bridge on the road located at Kuorermati under Kanaighat upazia.For this, the 
direct road communications from Sylhet to Kanaighat and Zakigonj was snapped. It was alleged that 
construction work of the bridge is not completed for dilly dallying of the contractor. Different educational 
institutions of the upazilas have also been declared closed.  The flood situation of Beanibazar, Golapganj 
and Fenchuganj is the same like Kanaighat and Zakigonj. Different places of Sylhet-Bianibazar-Golapganj 
road went under water following the flood. The Shodakhal Bridge on Sylhet-Beanibazar road had gone 
under water disrupting road connection. About three lakh people of the upazilas have been marooned by 
flood water while their sufferings increased due to scarcity of safe drinking water. Nearly 500 educational 
institutions, including primary schools and madrasas, in the upazilas have been closed due to the flood 
while different flood shelters have been opened in the upazilas. More than 70,000 day labourers are now 
without job in Companiganj, Jointapur and Goinghat upazilas as sand and stone quarries went under flood 
water.  
 
Lightning kills 8, injures 28 
 
Source-The Daily Star,  
Date-18 June 2010, Star National Desk 
 
Lightning killed at least eight people and injured 28 others in five districts yesterday and the day before. A 
farmer was killed by lightning at village Abhoytala in Tala upazila of Satkhira yesterday.  The dead was 
identified as Safiqul Islam, 32, reports our correspondent. Quoting local police said, Safiqul died on the 
spot as lightning struck him while he was at work on his cropland near his house at about 10:30 in the 
morning.In Faridpur, two people were killed and around 20 others hurt by lightning in two villages under 
Bahanga upazila on Wednesday. The dead were identified as Monirul, 28 and Kader 28, both day-
labourers from Natore, reports our correspondent. Locals said Monirul and Kader were struck by lightning 
while they were working on a field at Kawlibera village at around 11:30 am.  Meanwhile, around 20 
students of Maligram Pilot High School were injured as a thunderbolt hit their classroom. A farmer was 
killed and three others were injured by lightning on Wednesday noon at Jagusha village under Moheshpur 
upazila of Jhenidah, reports our correspondent. The farmer was working at a jute field during rain. He was 
identified as Rafikul Islam, 28, son of Abdul Goni of the village. Three others hurt are Swapan and his 
wife Saira Khatun of Balibhadrapur and Soyra Banu of Habashpur village.In Sirajganj, three people were 
killed and four others injured by lightning in separate incidents in Chouhali and Tarash upazilas 
Wednesday morning. Locals said Samia Begum, 35, wife of Alek of village Char Shoiljana in Chouhli 
upazila died on the spot and Mariam Khatun, 55, wife of Khorshed Mistri, Amena, 20, wife of Sanowar 

 

A schoolgirl rushes across a street in torrential rain in the capital's 
Motijheel yesterday. The monsoon, crucial to agriculture, hit the 
country on Tuesday. Photo: Star 
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Hossain, Sakina, 30, wife of Salam and Juran Ali, 50, of village Omarpur in the upazila sustained serious 
injuries when lightning truck them in the morning.In separate incidents, Mazeda, 18, daughter of Khalil 
Hossain of village Mulkandi in Enayetpur and farmer Bazlar Hossain, 35, of village Bastul in Tarash 
upazila died on the spot as they were struck by thunderbolts. Meanwhile in Manikganj, a farmer was 
killed and a housewife was injured by lightning at Trishundi village in Shibalaya upazila Wednesday 
morning. The deceased was identified as Tara Mia, 32, son of Kamar Ali of the village. Locals said Tara 
Mia died on the spot when a thunderbolt hit him at about 9:00am while he was working at his paddy field. 
Amena Begum, 32, wife of Abdul Aziz was injured by lightning when she was eating in her room. She 
was rushed to nearby Ghior upazila health complex. 
 
Bangladesh: Getting ready for the big one 
 
Source- IRIN,  
Date-18 June 2010  
 

The densely populated Bangladeshi capital of Dhaka, 
which lies dangerously close to a major fault line, 
comprises thousands of shoddily engineered buildings at 
risk of collapse in a powerful earthquake, experts warn. 
Almost 80,000 buildings would be destroyed if a six 
magnitude tremor originated beneath Dhaka, according to 
a government study. A 7.5-magnitude shake from the 
Madhupur Fault, 140km away, would kill 130,000 people 
instantly and cause structural damage worth US$1.1 
billion. "Dhaka will be hit by a major earthquake in the 
future, but nobody knows exactly when. It could happen 
any time. It could happen tomorrow or in 50 years," said 
Mir M Ali, professor and chairman of the structures 
division at the University of Illinois School of 
Architecture. Bangladesh recently topped the 2010 
Natural Disasters Index, compiled by the Maplecroft 

research group (Map Enclosed).Tectonic plate activity beneath Bangladesh has a lot of people worried 
and the Department of Geology at Dhaka University says the city is moving 30.6mm a year. "If something 
happens, it will cause a major catastrophe. People will be killed, infrastructure will be destroyed," Ali said 
by telephone from Dhaka during a recent visit. However, Ahsan Zakir, director-general of the 
government's Disaster Management Bureau, said the government was slowly but surely getting the city 
and its people in shape to respond to an earthquake. "We are preparing volunteers and we are looking to 
buy some equipment for search and rescue, search cameras, scavengers, locator systems," he said. "We are 
raising public awareness. We are doing workshops as a continuing process and training volunteers. We 
have already trained 1,000 volunteers and there will be 60,000."The UN Development Programme in 
Bangladesh has contributed $40 million for disaster preparedness activities that will begin in August. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo: Manoocher Deghati/IRIN  

A normal congested day in the overpopulated city of 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, July 2007 (file photo) 
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Rife with weak buildings 
The prevalence of "soft-storey" buildings on shaky 
foundations above garages or open commercial spaces 
poses a significant problem. "They are often built with 
a garage in the lower floor, and then you have an 
apartment complex above. This creates a very weak 
storey at the ground level," Ali said. 
The Dhaka metropolitan area has a population of 13 
million, growing at about 4.2 percent a year, all 
crammed into 300 sq km. Unplanned urbanization and 
construction are rife, and most structures are non-
engineered. Developers often ignore building 
regulations to cut costs. "The problem is the way Dhaka 
has grown over the last 50 years. Unplanned 
urbanization and construction of buildings have not 
followed regulations. It's a very risky way to build," 
said Dilruba Haider of  
the Bangladesh Disaster Preparedness Centre. With the 
city so densely packed, responding to emergencies is difficult - as evidenced this month when a fire ripped 
through apartment blocks, killing up to 150 people as rescue workers struggled to navigate the narrow 
streets. There have also been a number of building collapses in Dhaka recently, including on 2 June when 
a four-storey building crumbled, killing 25. 
 
Earthquake proofing 
A few basic engineering steps could reduce the risk of disaster. "They can minimize some of the problems 
by developing some kind of extra bracing system, but this will not be easy because there are so many 
buildings," Ali said. "For the soft-storey buildings you could [reinforce] the low storeys."While 
earthquake-proof buildings can be a selling point for high-end property developers, getting other 
developers to spend extra money on toughening up their structures will be tricky. "This time the 
government is taking it seriously. There are a lot of at-risk buildings, so the government has to take some 
action. Right now they are trying their best, but from one week to the next, we don't know what will 
happen," said Mehedi Ahmed Ansary, professor at the Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology's department of civil engineering. "The emergency services are not in very good shape. The 
capacity of the hospitals is not enough. If there is a disaster they would not be able to cope. The fire 
service has capacity, but it has limited resources and funding."In the event of an eight magnitude quake, 
Dhaka has enough hospital beds to handle only about two-thirds of the casualties expected, a government 
study found. 
 
 
Over 12,000 homeless in Cox''s Bazar flash floods and landslides 
 
Source-The New Today, 
Date- 18 June 2010, COX''S BAZAR  
 
More than 12,000 people are homeless and receiving emergency relief in makeshift camps after flash 
floods and landslides hit Bangladesh’s southeast, officials said Thursday, reports bdnews24.com.Dry food 
rations and bottles of water were given to thousands of people left homeless in the country’s southeastern 
tip, which borders Myanmar, after the worst rains in decades struck Tuesday, killing 55 people.  Across 
the border in Myanmar, 46 have been killed, according to state media.  "We have set up 15 camps where 
12,000 victims of the floods and landslides are staying-they have lost their homes. We are providing them 
with shelter and food rations," Cox''s Bazaar district administrator Giasuddin Ahmed told AFP. Ahmed 
said 50 people had died in his district, and police said another five people were killed in the neighboring 
Bandarban district. "It was the worst rain in three decades and was particularly devastating as 12 
centimetres (4.5 inches) of rain fell in just three hours," Ahmed said, adding that hundreds of houses had 
been destroyed.  The country’s flood warning centre said Thursday that heavy rain had stopped in the 
southeast, with no expectation of further rain in the next 24 hours. Rescue workers have cleared debris 

 

Photo: Manoocher Deghati/IRIN  

People climb up and down a flight of stairs in one of the 
corners of the busy city, Dhaka, Bangladesh, July 2007 (file 
photo 
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from roads and accessed the hardest-hit area, Teknaf, which is home to hundreds of thousands of ethnic 
Rohingya refugees. Around 15,000 Rohingya refugees living in camps-both legal and illegal-around 
Teknaf have been affected by the floods, Firoz Salauddin, the government’s spokesman on Rohingya 
issues told AFP. Described by United Nations as one of the most persecuted minorities on Earth, 
thousands of Rohingya from Myanmar’s northern Rakhine state stream across the border into Bangladesh 
every year. "We have ordered repairs for the houses of the legal refugees," he said, but declined comment 
on what would happen to the illegal refugees-whom Bangladesh maintains must be sent back to Myanmar. 
Conditions for the unregistered refugees were dire, Mojibur Rahman, a Rohingya refugee who lives in an 
official refugee camp, told AFP.  "Several thousand unregistered refugees have lost their houses and there 
is no sign of government or NGO help for them," he said. Registered refugees and local Bangladeshis 
were receiving food aid and tarpaulins, but the unregistered refugees, who are viewed by the Bangladeshi 
government as illegal economic migrants, are given nothing, he said. "They are living under the sky, their 
houses have been destroyed and they have no food," he said.  Landslides triggered by heavy rains are 
common in Bangladesh''s southeastern hill districts where thousands of poor people live on deforested hill 
slopes. 
 

Bhutan   
 
20 schools closed for 2 weeks 
 
Source: Kuensel Newspaper 
Date:  16 June 2010 
 
With hundreds of students in Samtse reporting sick with flu like symptoms since the beginning of this 
month, the 20 schools in the dzongkhag will shut down for two weeks, as a preventive measure against the 
spread of influenza A (H1N1). The two weeks will also be considered as their summer break, which starts 
today. Students will sit for their midterm examinations after the summer break, according to the 
dzongkhag education officer. The midterm examination will begin on July 1 and July 2. “Most of the 
students, who were ill, haven’t recovered still,” said the education officer. Normal classes would resume 
right after the midterm examination. A teacher of Samtse lower secondary school said that the students 
will not be affected much with such changes. “But if influenza A (H1N1) spreads fast, it would be a 
problem for schools and students alike,” he said. Three days after 339 students of Dorokha middle 
secondary school, who reported flu like symptoms, were treated, students of Chengmari lower secondary 
school also fell ill with similar symptoms. Dr PM Pradhan of Sibsoo hospital, who led a team to 
Chengmari LSS, said that about 156 students were examined and treated on June 13. “We collected 
around seven samples that were sent to the public health laboratory in Thimphu,” said the doctor. 
Meanwhile, Samtse district hospital officials are still awaiting reports on the samples collected from 
students in Dorokha, while about 90 percent of the 190 students of Taba Dramtoe community primary 
school in Samtse that reported sick with flu like symptoms since June 2 are diagnosed with influenza A 
(H1N1), according to Samtse district hospital officials. 
 
Light shower brings much relief 
 
Source: Kuensel Newspaper 
Date: 17June 2010 
 
As indicated by the satellite images, northwestern Bhutan, including 
Thimphu, experienced some midday showers on Tuesday afternoon, 
June 15, helping to cool temperatures that had, in the past few days, 
soared to 30 degrees Celsius in Thimphu valley. “The Indian 
meteorological department had predicted the monsoon to start from 
June 5,” said an official of the hydro met services division, department 
of energy. “But satellite images indicated some rain only from June 15 
onwards,” he told Kuensel on Monday. Bhutan in the past few weeks 
was drier than normal and, although there had been some rain late in 
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the evenings, it was just too little to affect temperatures. Southern and eastern Bhutan was however 
recording normal temperatures with a good amount of rain at night. It was the dry weather, coupled with 
cloud cover that was leading to high daytime temperatures. “When it’s very sunny and there are clouds but 
no rain the cloud cover just traps the heat making the next day warmer,” a weather forecasting official 
explained. So June 10 and June 13 recorded a temperature of 30.5 degrees Celsius measured by the station 
within the economic affairs ministry complex, which is at an altitude of 2,380 metres. In June 2009, the 
hottest day was 28 degrees Celsius. Hydro-met officials said that it was not unusual for Thimphu valley 
temperatures to touch 30 for a few days in a year. According to records, maintained by the division since 
1996, Thimphu valley has experienced nine days in the past 15 years where temperatures have soared to 
30 and beyond. Although Tuesday’s rain did not last very long, it did have a cooling effect that a cloudy 
sky kept to the valley. “Thank God it rained,” said Tempa, an IT officer in Thimphu. “My chili plants had 
already started to wilt.” According to hydro-met officials, rain is expected in the coming days, but light 
showers and not heavy downpours. 

India  
 
Flood situation in Assam’s Barak Valley improves today 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 14 June 2010 

 

The overall flood situation of Barak Valley of Assam is fast improving due to continuous recede in the 
flood waters in almost all the rivers of the valley. Flood waters from the number of flood affected areas of 
the valley have also started receding. Meanwhile, the Assam Chief Minister, Shri Tarun Gogoi has said in 
Guwahati that the Government is for a permanent solution to the problems of flood and erosion in the 
State instead of the ad-hoc measures to tackle the twin problems. With such an approach, the State 
Government has moved the Central Government and the Planning Commission as well. Around 5.62 lakh 
people of the seven districts of Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Jorhat, Darrang, Morigaon, Cachar and Karimganj of 
state have already experienced flood. The worst hit among these districts is Karimganj. The Government 
has set up 300 relief camps, the Chief Minister further stated. 
 
35 feared dead as boat capsizes in Ganges 
Source: The Times of India 
Date: 14 June 2010 
 
LUCKNOW: At least 24 people drowned and 11 others were missing after a boat capsized on the Ganges 
river in early on Monday, police said. The crowded vessel was carrying 60-70 people traveling to a temple 
for a religious function, according to local police official Shivendra Yadav. Passengers on the boat, which 
was meant to carry about 30 passengers, were mostly women and children from Ujveria village in Uttar 
Pradesh, who were going to visit a temple across the river, Yadav said. As the boat entered the midstream 
it failed to take the weight of the people and collapsed,'' Yadav said. Twenty-five people managed to swim 
to safety. Yadav said rescuers had recovered 24 bodies by late on Monday afternoon and were still 
working in the area.  The rescuers were searching for at least 11 others, Yadav said. Ten of the survivors 
were still being monitored at a local hospital, he said. The incident took place in Ballia, 250 miles (400 
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kilometers) southeast of Lucknow, the state capital of Uttar Pradesh. Boat tragedies are common in the 
impoverished state. Vessels used to ferry passengers are generally rickety and overcrowded and people 
seldom use life jackets. 
 
Rain damages 18 houses, school in Udupi district 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 15 June  2010 
 
53.6 mm of rainfall in Udupi, 110.4 mm in Karkala 
 

 
MONSOON FUTY:People run for cover as heavy rain lashes Udupi on Monday. 

 
Udupi: Eighteen houses and a school were damaged in Udupi district in heavy rain on Monday. Of the 
three taluks in the district, Kundapur recorded maximum damages. According to the Kundapur tahsildar's 
office, 13 houses were damaged in different villages of the taluk. The roof tiles of the Government Model 
Higher Primary School were damaged at Uppunda and the damage was estimated at Rs. 40,000. Four 
houses — one each belonging to Annapa Kharvi, Nagappa, Bhavani Poojary and Gowri Poojary — were 
partially damaged at Uppunda village and the damage taken together was estimated at Rs. 12,500. Two 
coconut trees, two mango trees and a jackfruit tree were destroyed at Uppunda. Three houses — one each 
belonging to Nagu Kottari, Gowri Poojary and Narayana Poojary — were partially damaged at Yelajit 
village. The damage to these three houses taken together was estimated at Rs. 15,000. Three houses were 
damaged at Bijur and the damage to these three houses taken together was estimated at Rs. 5,000. A house 
each belonging to Bharati Madivala and Vasudeva Ganiga were damaged at Gopady and the damage 
taken together was estimated at Rs. 21,000. The house of Baby Poojarti was partially damaged when a tree 
fell on it at Hombady-Mandady village, and the damage was estimated at Rs. 5,000. According to the 
Udupi tahsildar's office, three houses were damaged in Udupi taluk. The house of Sundara was partially 
damaged at Yenagudde village. The damage was estimated at Rs. 15,000. Gulabi Sherigarti's house was 
partially damaged at Mattu and the damage was estimated at Rs. 10,000. In Kuthpady village, the house of 
Girija H. was partially damaged and the cost of the damage was estimated at Rs. 6,000. In Karkala Two 
houses were damaged in Karkala taluk, according to the Karkala tahsildar's office. The house of Lalita 
was partially damaged at Nakre-Kukkundur village and the damage was estimated at Rs. 9,000. Nearly 
half the portion of Dinesh Shetty's house collapsed at Nire and the damage had been estimated at Rs. 
5,000. According to the Control Room at the Deputy Commissioner's office in Udupi, Udupi received a 
rainfall of 53.6 mm in 24 hours ending at 8.30 a.m. on Monday. Kundapur and Karkala towns received a 
rainfall of 66.6 mm and 110.04 mm, respectively. 
 
Rs.19.1 crore released for relief work 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 15 June 2010 
 
Rain claims four lives in State 
 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Water level in the backwater stretches of the rice bowl of Kuttanad was 
inching towards danger mark on Monday as the rivers Pampa, Achencoil, Manimala and Meenachil began 
emptying their flood flow into the region. Villages in this low-lying region are already waterlogged and 
the Alappuzha district authorities have declared two days' holiday for schools in the area. Rough sea 
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conditions along the Kochi coast prevent the flood waters from draining smoothly out of the Vembanad 
Lake, which stretches from Kochi up north to Kuttanad towards the south. At the southern end of 
Kuttanad, the Irrigation Department has opened the Thottappally spillway and cut open the narrow stretch 
of sand bar separating the sea and the backwaters to facilitate the drainage of floodwaters from the region. 
The sea was rough along the Thottappally stretch also. There are no reports about the collapse of any of 
the bunds that protect the sprawling paddy fields of the region. Farmers who have launched Kuttanad's 
second crop are on a day-night vigil on the bunds. In the northern districts there was a relative respite in 
the monsoon downpour on Monday. India Meteorological Department (IMD), in its outlook for the next 
two days, has warned about the possibility of heavy to very heavy rainfall in isolated places in the State. 
Four persons lost their lives in rain havocs in the State during the 24 hours ending at 12.30 on Monday, 
according to the calamity monitoring cell of the State government. Two of these deaths were in 
Pathanamthitta district and one death each was in Alappuzha and Ernakulam districts. The government 
released Rs.19.10 crore to the rain-affected districts for relief operations, Revenue Minister K.P. 
Rajendran said on Monday. The district collectors have been directed to release an assistance of Rs.1 lakh 
to the relatives of each of those who had died in monsoon-related incidents. 
 
Heavy rains in Mumbai affects normal life, 8 killed in wall collapse at Thane 
 
Source: DD News 
Date: 16 June 2010 
 

             
Heavy rains on Wednesday lashed different parts of Mumbai affecting normal life; eight persons were 
killed and four injured in a wall collapse in neighbouring Thane district Wednesday morning, police said. 
People of the financial capital faced difficulty commuting as waterlogging was reported from several parts 
of the city. The boundary wall of Birla company fell on the slums at Dnyaneshwar Nagar at 0500 hours, 
they said. Fire brigade sources rushed to the spot, police said adding the victims were removed from the 
debris and are rushed to a nearby hospital. Four persons, who were injured in the mishap, were admitted to 
Kaushila hospital in Thane district. They were identified as Seema Bhagat (35), her son Rohit (10), 
husband Dudhnath (36) and Sunny Thakur (8), hospital sources said. While Dudhnath has been admitted 
to ICU with serious injuries, the other three sustained minor injuries and have been admitted in the general 
ward, they said. Seema, whose slum is next to the wall that collapsed, said she was sleeping when the 
mishap took place. The Bhagat family had returned from their native place in Uttar Pradesh only two days 
ago. Seema's husband Dudhnath works in a nearby factory. Adding to the rain woes, railway and air 
transport were also hit. Currently, both the incoming and outgoing flights from Mumbai airports are 
running late. The BMC has alerted a high tide of 4.70 metres at 1521 hours on Wednesday. “Any tide 
above 4.5 metres is coupled with heavy rains and is a matter of concern,” Joint Municipal Commissioner 
S. S. Shinde said. Another tide of 4.07 metres is expected at 1421 hours, the civic body said. “We appeal 
to Mumbaikars not to venture into the sea and stay away from the coastline area as a high tide has been 
predicted today,” Mr. Shinde said. The civic body had earlier said that the city would witness high tides 
measuring about 4.70 metres till 17th June. In the month of June, there will be tides from 13th June to 17 
JUne measuring between 4.58 m to 4.73 m, the BMC had said. On 26th July, 2005, the metropolis saw 
unprecedented floods as 944 mm of rainfall coincided with a 4.48 m tide. 
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More number of deaths due to H1 N1 fever reported in Kerala 
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 16 June 2010 
 
More number of deaths due to H1 N1 fever has been reported from different parts of Kerala. A three 
member central team is reaching Kerala today to assess the situation. So far, after the onset of monsoon on 
31st of last month, Kerala received 20 per cent extra rain fall than usual. Even if intensity of rainfall has 
slightly come down, as per the met department it is likely to further strengthen by Saturday. Meanwhile, 
spread of viral fever especially the deadly H1N1 fever has become a matter of serious concern for the 
health authorities. A three member health team from the centre is reaching Kerala today to assess the 
situation. All facilities including mobile medical teams are in place across the state to contain spread of 
viral fever. However, the number of fever related deaths are going up day by day. 
 
Heavy rain claims 46 lives in Maharashtra; Monsoon hits Madhya Pradesh  
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 17 June 2010 
 

 
Life has returned to normalcy in Mumbai as the intensity of rainfall reduced over the night. Normal life 
was thrown out of gear in the city on Wednesday after incessant heavy rains led to water logging in 
several areas. According to Met department, till 5.30am Colaba station of south Mumbai recorded 39.3 
mm of rainfall while suburban Santacruz station recorded 20.3 mm of rainfall. The weather bureau has 
predicted that spells of rain or thundershowers accompanied by strong gusty winds would occur in parts of 
city and suburbs with possibility of heavy rain in some areas. Meanwhile, government authorities have 
issued high tide alert and cautioned fishermen not to venture out into the seas. AIR Mumbai 
Correspondent reports, life has limped back to normalcy in Mumbai as there was no intense rainfall over 
the night. However, the city continued to receive intermittent rains on Thursday morning. The disaster 
control room of Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation said that both the suburban rail services and road 
traffic are running normally as there were no fresh reports of waterlogging in the city. The weather bureau 
has forecast heavy rainfall, accompanied with thundershowers and strong winds, in parts of city and its 
suburbs for the next twenty four hours. Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra Chhagan Bhujbal on 
Wednesday informed that the death toll from landslides, flooding and electrocution has touched 46 across 
the state till now. He also said that though water tankers are still in operation in some parts of the state, 
catchment areas have received good rainfall. In Madhya Pradesh, the south-west monsoon struck some 
parts of the state on Wednesday. AIR Bhopal correspondent reports extensive rains were experienced in 
Indore, Betul, Khandwa, Seoni and some other districts under the influence of the monsoon. Several parts 
of the state witnessed rains in the last 24 hours. Seoni received a maximum of 8 mm rains while Indore 
and Raisen received 7 and 5 mm respectively. Onset of monsoon has led to considerable drop in day 
temperature. The temperatures in various divisions have fallen below normal. According to the Met 
department the monsoon might reach in other parts of the state in the next couple of days. 
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Viral fever: 53 rapid response teams set up in Idukki 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 17 June 2010 
 
Hospitals equipped to meet any eventuality 
8,061 cases of viral fever reported this year ‘Precautionary steps taken in estate lanes of Peerumade' 
Kerala, KATTAPPANA: The Health Department has set up rapid response teams in 53 primary health 
centres (PHCs) and community health centres (CHCs) in the district to counter the spread of viral diseases 
and other epidemics. A special team with experts from the Kottayam Medical College will evaluate the 
action taken and the kind of diseases spreading in various areas, in addition to the measures needed to 
streamline the supply of medicines. Talking to The Hindu on the steps taken to counter the spread of 
monsoon-related diseases, District Medical Officer Siby Thomas said that awareness campaigns and 
mosquito eradication steps like fogging has been intensified in areas prone to the spread of viral diseases. 
Compared to the same period last year, the total viral fever cases has gone up with 8,061 cases reported 
from January till June 15 this year. The total dengue fever cases reported so far this year is 94. Seventeen 
cases of leptospirosis were reported—five cases in May and six cases during the first half of June. 
Eighteen cases of Malaria, contracted from outside the State, were also reported. Only one case of H1N1 
disease was reported so far this year. During the same period last year, 53 cases of H1N1 fever with two 
casualties were reported. According to the DMO, mobile medical units have been set up in nine CHCs and 
funds allotted to conduct camps at the ward-level. There has been a high incidence of mosquito-spread 
diseases in Thodupuzha taluk and fogging operations have been intensified there. Similar cases have also 
been reported from Upputhara and Kanchiyar areas also. The taluk hospitals in Adimaly and 
Nedumkandam and the district hospital at Painavu are equipped with facilities and enough medicines to 
provide emergency treatment in case of a major epidemic outbreak. Health officer S. Shanmughavel said 
that the mobile medical units in ward-levels have been of great help to the people in rural areas. He said 
that all precautionary steps had been taken in the estate lanes in Peerumade taluk to prevent the spread of 
viral diseases. 
 

Maldives  
 
Maldives suffering worst coral bleaching since 1998 
 
Source-Minivan News,  
Date-14 June 2010  
 
The Maldives is currently suffering the most serious incidence of coral bleaching since the major 1998 El 
Niño-event that destroyed most of the country’s shallow reef coral. Coral bleaching is caused when rising 
water temperatures stress the coral, leading it to expel the algae it uses to obtain nutrients. When water 
temperatures rise even slightly, algae leaves the coral polyp and enters the water column, causing the coral 
to lose its colour and eventually die.Reports of bleaching have been trickling in from marine biologists 
and researchers across the country. Hussein Zahir from the Marine Research Centre (MRC) has been 
collecting reports of the bleaching, and said that based on his estimates, “10-15 percent of shallow reef 
coral is now completely white, while 50-70 percent has begun to pale.” Senior Marine Biologist Guy 
Stevens, based at the Four Seasons Resort in Landaa Giraavaru, said that he had noticed that bleaching 
was beginning to occur last year “after a change in the weather linked to El Niño. The last one in 1998 
was pretty catastrophic, and reefs in the Maldives have been recovering ever since.” “It had a huge impact 
across the Indian Ocean, and the Maldives was most affected – pristine reefs suffered coral mortality rates 

of 95 percent,” Stevens explained. “At the time people were 
mortified and scientists were predicting the end of the reefs – 
coral is the foundation of the whole reef ecosystem.”Since 
the devastating El Niño in 1998, marine biologists in the 
Maldives “have been holding their breath for the next one. In 
the meantime the coral has been slowly recovering. It was 
pretty depressing in 2003, but roll forward to 2010 and it’s 
starting to look good again. It recovers 
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exponentially.”Meanwhile, colleagues of Stevens based in Thailand, which escaped largely unscathed in 
1998, have reported coral mortality rates “of up to 100 percent.” “The hot spots move around, but they 
cover a big area and the coral here could easily take another hit,” Stevens commented.Zahir noted that 
temperatures this year were following similar patterns to those of 1998, with a surface temperature in 
April of one degree above the long term average. However the recent drop in temperature, brought on by 
rain and the onset of the southwest monsoon, has lowered the surface sea temperature and brought some 
relief, “and may give the coral time to recover.” “Now the temperature has dropped from 32 degrees to 
29-30 degrees, so hopefully things will improve. The conditions are right for the coral to become healthy 
again,” Zahir noted, however he emphasised the need for the tourism industry to assist with monitoring 
the bleaching. “Here in the Maldives we have a vast reef area, and the MRC has very little capacity to do 
surveys. From the very beginning we’ve been running a bleach-watch reporting programme with the dive 
industry, but for some reason the feedback has been very disappointing. There’s a hundred resorts, but I 
can count on my fingers the ones who are working to raise awareness. I know it might impact on their 
marketing, but this needs to be documented.”All the MRC required was GPS coordinates and an 
indication of how much bleaching was occurring, he explained. In the meantime, both Stevens and Zahir 
noted that there was little that could be done to prevent further bleaching. “There is very little we can do, 
especially in a resort environment, other than reducing human impact on the reef while it recovers – that 
means ceasing things like sand-pumping and beach renewal on a daily basis, while the reef is especially 
vulnerable to sedimentation,” Zahir explained.Verena Wiesbauer, a marine biologist at Male-based 
consultancy Water Solutions, said she had just returned from visiting two islands in North Male’ Atoll and 
had documented heavy coral bleaching. “The reefs had only just recovered, and now it’s struck again. It’s 
a big setback,” she observed. “Fortunately it’s not as bad as 1998, and now the temperature is dropping. 
But I hope someone will keep track of the paling coral, to see if it gets its colour back.”Wiesbauer added 
that the bleaching did not appear to have affected fish numbers yet, and suggested that “many fish don’t 
need live coral as long as the structure is there for them to hide in, and many algae feeders don’t mind 
[bleaching] at all. But there are some specialist coral feeders we need to watch for changes.” Meanwhile, 
like Zahir, Stevens observed that the tourism industry appeared to have been in no hurry to report that 
bleaching was occurring. “That’s something the resorts obviously don’t want to publicise,” Stevens 
commented. “But I don’t think it’s any good burying our heads in the sand, when there’s going to be no 
sand left to bury our heads in.”The artificial coral breeding programs run at many resorts were well-
intentioned, “but rather like putting a band-aid on a gushing wound.” “It doesn’t address the issue. Rather 
[breeding programmes] are a tool to raise awareness and alleviate pressure on the local reef. But there are 
things like sand-pumping that resorts should halt during periods of bleaching because it makes the 
problem worse,” he said, concurring with Zahir. “Otherwise there’s very little we can do – it’s really a 
global issue. We haven’t seen a reduction in fish life, turtles and mantas, and it seems those parts of the 
ecosystem can survive while the reef structure is at least in place, but overall I think we’re going to see a 
gradual decline. Coral reefs may be the first ecosystem we’ll lose on our planet.” 
 
 
US signs MoU for $4.5 million Climate Change Adaption Program 
 
Source-Miadhu News,  
Date-17 June 2010 
The Maldives has signed a memorandum of understanding with the US Agency for International 
Development (USAID) to launch a ‘Global Climate Change Adaptation Program’ in the Maldives.The 
program includes a US$4.5 million assistance grant over the project’s three year lifespan ends to provide 
up to $4.5 million of grant assistance under the 3-year program, intended to increase the Maldives’ 
adaptive capacity to cope with the impacts of global climate change.USAID Mission Director Rebecca 
Cohn said in a statement that “under this new program, USAID will collaborate with the Maldivian 
government to develop adaptation strategies and interventions that will enhance the country’s climate 
resilience. It is our hope that the Maldives can serve as a global model for climate change 
adaptation.”Mohamed Aslam, Maldives Minister of Housing, Transport, and Environment, said the 
Maldives stood at the frontline of the battle against climate change. “USAID’s new Global Climate 
Change Adaptation Program in the Maldives will assist us in our struggle to survive as a nation on these 
islands,” he said. 
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Nepal 
 
Water crisis hits Far West hills  
 
SOURCE: - MY REPUBLICA NEWS, Dipayal 
DATE: - 17 June 2010 
 
DIPAYAL, June 17: The hilly districts of Far West are facing acute water shortage as the sources have 
dried up due to prolonged drought.“The water supplied by the state-run utility does not even suffice for 
cooking purposes, let alone washing or cleaning,” said Tirtha Raj Bhandari of Dipayal. He said the locals 
fetch water from Seti river. “Most of the locals are being forced to go to Seti to bathe and wash clothes,” 
he said. Regional headquarters Dipayal, Rajpur, Pipla and Doti headquarters Silgudi fare no better.“Most 
of the water sources in the nine districts of Far West have dried up due to drought,” said engineer at the 
Regional Monitoring and Supervision Office Grishma Thapa. “The sources have dried up to 80%. Salena 
Gaad, Linde river and Samuha gaad --that provides drinking water to Dipayal -- have dried up,” Thapa 
added. He revealed that the source that provided five liters per second previously only gives one liter. 
He attributed the water shortage to climate change and claimed that newer sources have not originated due 
to delay in the rainfall. “The Seti river would be full by this time in the past but the water level there now 
is similar to that in the months of winter,” he said.The lack of water has also affected plantation of maize, 
rice and millet, according to Madan Bhandari of Doti. “We have not been able to sow seeds in most of the 
places while the rice saplings have dried,” he added.Meanwhile, Achham district headquarters is also 
facing power shortage, along with drinking water problems, as Kailash River Hydroelectricity Project has 
also stopped functioning due to water crisis with Mangalsen currently receiving power for just five-six 
hours daily. “We have not been able to publish daily newspapers due to irregularity in power supply,” 
Achham journalist Narendra Rawal said. 
 
Heavy rains lash Parbat 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Parbat 
DATE: - 18 June 10 

PARBAT, JUN 18 - Floods and landslips triggered by a heavy rainfall on Wednesday evening wrecked 
havoc in various places of Parbat district. A mudslide swept away a cowshed belonging to Kumari Pariyar 
at Shibalaya-9. Four goats and 10 chickens were buried alive while the disaster damaged Pariyar’s house. 
The flash flood in Gajaute stream damaged a shop belonging to Keshab Bahadur Shrestha. According to 
the victim, mud crashed onto his shop and damaged goods worth thousands of rupees. The flood also 
damaged crops in the area. Maize planted in about 20 ropanies of land was destroyed. Meanwhile, 40 
Nepal Army personnel from Bhairabidal Company were mobilised in the affected areas to help out. 
Punam Basel, a local, said 35 houses face collapse threat due to the landslide. “The houses will be 
displaced if the danger is not averted on time,” she said. Similarly, a landslide buried school building of 
Bhagawati Primary School in Saraukhola VDC on Wednesday. Headteacher Kamala Tiwari said the 
school was closed for an indefinite period as landslide had buried a five-room building. 

Joint team rules out Koshi threat 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Kathmandu 
DATE: - 20 June 2010 

KATHMANDU, JUN 20 - There is no serious threat of erosion along the eastern embankment of the 
Koshi River, said a joint team comprising officials of Nepal and India on Sunday. Following an inspection 
of the Koshi River site on Saturday, the technical team concluded that there is no potential danger due to 
eroding of spurs along the embankment in Dharahara Tapan of Prakashpur VDC in Sunsari district. There 
were reports of a breach of the eastern embankment at Prakashpur posing inundation threats to dozens of 
villages in Nepal and India. Dhurba Kumar Shrestha, senior divisional engineer of the Department of 
Water Induced Disaster Prevention (DWIDP) said, besides minor erosion along the spurs at Prakashpur 
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where porcupine (a plant species) was used to divert the Koshi waters towards west after Koshi breached 
its embankment in 2008. Meanwhile, a joint team of technicians from Nepal and India has started repair 
works here from Saturday. Shrestha visited the Koshi River site on Saturday to inspect the situation of 
spurs. During the monsoon, the river had started breaching the newly reconstructed 12 number spur at 
Pulthegauda, Barahachhetra in Sunsari. "The situation is normal at this place," Shrestha said.  

Flood kills mother, daughter 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Syangja 
DATE: -20 June 2010 

SYANGJA, JUN 20 - Two women died when they were swept away by a flood in Birkharkha Khola in 
Syangja district on Saturday. The District Police Office, Syangja, identified the deceased as Mina Poudel, 
42, of Aruchaur-4 and Maya Poudel, her 17-year-old daughter. Incessant rainfall after a long spell of 
drought triggered flooding in the river. The river swept away them last evening while they were heading 
to home after planting paddy. Locals found their bodies this morning at Thulapadhera, two kilometers 
down from the place they tried to cross the river. Meanwhile, lightning killed two oxen, two buffalos and 
three goats at Rapakot VDC-7 of the district. The thunderbolt struck the houses of Yek Narayan Poudel 
and Nada Lal Poudel and killed their cattle, the police said. Two locals – Rita Poudel and Tika Ram 
Poudel – sustained minor injuries in the incident, former VDC chairman of Rapakot Shadananda Poudel 
said.  

Landslide obstructs road in Dang 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Dang 
DATE: - 20 June 2010 

DANG, JUN 20 -  A landslide triggered by incessant rainfall since Saturday evening has obstructed Dang-
Holeri road stretch here in the district. According to Duikholi Police Station, the road was obstructed at 
Koilakhani of Sigaha VDC from Sunday morning after the mudslide hit the road. All vehicles coming and 
going from Ghorahi to Holeri in Rolpa and Swargadwari in Pyuthan have been affected following the 
blockade. So far, no measures have been initiated to resume the road.  

Fears of flood rises as Koshi start breaching embankment; 6 VDC's inundated in Saptari 
 
SOURCE: - NEPAL, Prakashpur 
DATE:  20June 2010 
 
The Saptakoshi River has been continuously eroding Prakashpur section of the eastern embankment for 
the past four days, state-owned news agency RSS reported.Rising water level in the river with the onset of 
monsoon has been lashing Pillar No 23 at Prakashpur Tapoban area. The breaching has forced the people 
rehabilitated in Prakashpur to leave the area.Chief of Koshitappu Wildlife Reserve Shiva Narayan Yadav 
said the authorities concerned, including Indian officials, have been informed about the problem, but no 
action has been taken yet to control the breach.Concerns raised by Nepali officials is said to have fallen on 
stony ground on the Indian side while Nepal Koshi Embankment Committee has also not heeded 
warnings.Yadav said that the situation will worsen if the Prakashpur section is not repaired 
immediately.Meanwhile, a swollen Khado Khola has inundated nearly half a dozen of VDCs in Saptari 
district.The flooded river has entered villages, submerging hundreds of bighas of land. Dumari Shivathan, 
Dhigawa, Rampura, Malhaniya, Sakarapura, Tilathi and a few other VDCs have been inundated.Similarly, 
flood in Mahuli Khola has submerged 500 bighas of land at Bhardaha VDC. The under-construction 
diversion along Kunauli road section in Rajbiraj has also been damaged.The Khado River gets flooded 
and inundates villages every year, but authorities concerned have not shown any interest to adopt 
preparedness measures. 
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Pakistan  
 
Glacier blocks nullah in Hunza, forms another lake 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, Lahore 
DATE: - 14 June 2010 

LAHORE: Another lake has been formed at Shamshal to the north of Attaabad lake as a glacier in the area 
continues to melt, a private TV channel reported on Sunday. According to the channel, Shamshal nullah 
was blocked in the wake of the melting of a glacier, some 60 kilometres from the Hunza lake. 
Consequently, another lake has been formed, wherein the water level, the channel said, is continuously 
rising. The newly-formed lake has put in danger some 170 villages in the area. Meanwhile, teams have 
been sent to the area to review the situation pertaining to the newly formed lake, said the channel.  

Cyclone victims end protest, accept compensation 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, Gwader, Quetta 
DATE: - 15 June20 10 

QUETTA: The cyclone-affected people in Gwadar have finally decided to accept the amount offered by 
the government after losing all hope that it will increase the amount of relief money.The provincial 
government had announced an assistance of Rs 5,000 per family to meet their initial expenses following 
the devastating rains and floods earlier this month. Buckling under governmental indifference, the 
protesting people decided to accept the money from the government.Calm prevailed in Gwadar and people 
accepted money and relief goods in an orderly fashion. However, eight people, including four Levies 
personnel and four women, were injured when enraged people attacked the Levies Thana in Pishokan 
where relief items had been stowed away. They looted the consignment following an altercation with the 
law enforcers, eyewitness accounts said.  

Six C-130 transport planes, 15 trucks as well as two Fokker planes carrying relief goods have reached 
Gwadar so far and distributed tents, medicines, edible items and other necessities of life among the 
affected people of different areas. Government and other nongovernmental organisations sent these relief 
items. 

Erosion of Attabad spillway accelerates 
 
SOURCE: - THE NEWS, Hunza 
DATE: - 17 June 2010 
HUNZA: Increased water flow from Attabad Lake into the spillway 
has upped the pace of its erosion leading to the weakening of its 
embankments while heli service has resumed in the area after 
remaining suspended for three days due to inclement 
weather.According to sources, the inflow into Attabad Lake has 
reached 5,800 cusecs while the outflow through the spillway has 
exceeded 6,000 cusecs.Heavy flow of water is steadily widening the 

passage of spillway by eroding its embankments.After resumption of heli service, three choppers are 
engaged in airlifting the people to Shashkat, Gulmit and Phisu. The Gilgit-Hunza section also remained 
opened till 4:00 PM today for goods transport as well as commuters’ traveling. 
 
 
Water level rising continuously in Attabad lake 
 
SOURCE: - DAWNNEWS, Hunza 
DATE: - 18 June 2010 
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HUNZA: The water level in Attabad lake is 
rising continuously because of a difference in the 
inflow and outflow of the lake. The inflow was 
more than 6500 cusecs while the outflow from 
the spillway was recorded at 6430 cusecs on 
Thursday.During the last 24 hours, the rise in the 
water level was 3.1 inches and had become a 
concern for the residents of the Gojal area. 
The helicopter service in Hunza could not resume 
because of bad weather. Owing to lack of 
transportation, the supply of food, medicine and 

other goods has been stopped in the area 
 
 

Sri Lanka  
 
Severe drought in Ampara district  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Ampara 
DATE: - 14 June 2010 
 
When almost all the regions in Sri Lanka have started receiving considerable rainfall, Ampara District 
shows signs of a severe drought setting in. Already a large number of villages including Pannalgama, 
Muwangala,Malwatte and Kotawehera are facing a severe shortage of drinking water. Although steps 
have been taken by the Divisional Secretariat Office to provide drinking water, the villagers in the 
affected areas have complained that the remedial measures taken are not adequate. The reports say that the 
people from Kotawehera had already held a demonstration at Kotawehera Junction in this regard. In spite 
of the fact that there are two tanks closer to Kotawehera village and almost 50 years have passed since the 
village was established, this crucial problem has not been solved. This shortage of water has affected even 
the school attendance and the villagers expect the attention of the authorities to be drawn urgently and a 
solution for the problem found. 

Gale force winds cause much damage 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Gale 
DATE: - 14June 2010 
 
At least 152 houses had been damaged in various parts of the country due to powerful gale force winds 
that tore through the country during the last three days, the Disaster Management Centre said. According 
to available statistics, during the period June 11 to June 13, the number of houses damaged in Colombo 
District had been 117 and is considered to be the area worst hit by the winds while Nuwara Eliya followed 
with 30 houses damaged, Galle, Matara and Puttalam where 2, 2, and 1 houses respectively were reported 
to have been damaged were the other districts affected. The two houses damaged in the Matara District 
had been damaged beyond repair while the rest were partially damaged, the Disaster Management Centre 
said in its report. 

Misleading alert causes panic 

SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: - 15 June 2010 
 
*People had not identified the correct signal - DMC  
*‘Consult NARA, GSMB before evacuating public’  

The tsunami alert in the early hours of Sunday was to warn the people of a possible tsunami. Misreading 
the warning as a tsunami was on the way, people had started fleeing in panic. There also seem to have 
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been lack of coordination among various institutions that were monitoring the seismic activities. An 
official of the Disaster Management Centre (DMC) told the Daily News that the DMC had released 
tsunami warning only to alert the people. “The people had mistaken the tsunami alert for preparedness. 
The people had not identified the correct signal and began fleeing,” he said Evacuation of people from 
possible tsunami affected areas should be done after consulting the Geological Survey and Mines Bureau 
(GSMB) and National Aquatic Resources Agency (NARA). Such a coordination will be useful to 
minimize inconvenience and avoid unnecessary panic by the people during the early tsunami preparedness 
period, GSMB Chairman Dr. N.P. Wijayananda told the Daily News yesterday. “No communication had 
been made with NARA or GSMB before releasing alert warnings or evacuation warnings to the people of 
the coastal areas via early warning towers throughout the country,” Dr. Wijayananda added. He said no 
sudden decisions should be taken in releasing evacuation signals to the public without a proper exchange 
of ideas about the real situation. It inconveniences people living near the sea coastal belt creating 
unnecessary panic, Dr. Wijayananda said. The DMC had released tsunami warnings of a strong 
earthquake with a magnitude 7.5 in the Indian ocean off Nicobar Islands at about 1.05 am Sunday.  

Invest in disaster preparedness than on emergency relief - official  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: - 16June 2010 

Sri Lanka should focus more on investing in disaster preparedness than spending on emergency relief as 
the country is prone to worse natural disasters in the future, a veteran in the country's disaster management 
field Dr. Ananda Mallawatantri said. Based on the preliminary findings of a study to extend the global 
climate change predictions in a Sri Lankan context, Dr. Mallawatantri said, "We realized that the general 
trend is that wet areas in Sri Lanka are going to get wetter gradually and dry areas are going to get dryer. 
And by 2050, the approximate levels of the above would increase by a margin of 15-20 per cent." "This 
means wet areas would be increasingly vulnerable to floods and landslides and in dry areas both plants 
and animals would face problems due to water scarcity. In addition the soil close to coastal areas would 
get more saline," he added. "Disaster patterns do vary between districts according to the last 30 years of 
event data compiled by the Disaster Management Centre." "Some areas are more prone to landslides and 
floods than others while some areas are in the cyclone path. More recently the vulnerability for 
earthquakes has also been highlighted, especially in urban areas. So we need to address the disaster risk 
reduction considering the disaster calendar for different areas while strengthening Early Warning Systems 
and advance preparedness," he said. In this area Sri Lanka should not only look at methods of mitigation 
and risk reduction to man and property but should also plan ahead to protect food crops and find 
alternative ways for their growth in expected extreme weather conditions, Dr. Mallawatantri said. Some 
experiments in search for paddy varieties and agriculture management practices which ensure paddy 
cultivation in saline soil and in sub-merged conditions have been a success, he said. The experiments were 
carried out in Puttalam and Kalutara by the Rice Research Development Institute of Sri Lanka with 
financial support from UNDP through the Disaster Management Centre.  

 
CLIMATE CHANGE :  Dry zone invades wet zone  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: - 17June 2010 

Considering the climatic conditions in the areas near the boundary line of the wet and dry zones of the 
country, it is clearly visible that the dry zone is gradually extending into the wet zone, Colombo 
University Geographical Department Head W.N. Wilson said. “Throughout history this boundary line was 
stable and did not shift. But during the recent past, we can observe that the dry zone is invading the wet 
zone. The studies of the rainfall and temperature patterns carried out in those areas prove this fact,” he told 
the Daily News. Sri Lanka’s wet zone consists of splendid biodiversity with high density of fauna and 
flora. High rates of rare and endemic species are recorded in this zone. The invasion of dry zone into the 
wet zone has become a threat towards the existence of these species, Wilson said. “We can observe that 
Puttalam, Negombo, Matale, Kandy, Mahiyanganaya, Badulla, Nuwara Eliya, Ampara, Moneragala and 
Matara are in the process of this shift. The regional climatic changes can occur in these areas such as low 
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rainfall and high temperature resulting in high evaporation and low ground water level,” he said. ”The 
reason for this change is the impact of global warming. Within the past three decades, Sri Lanka also 
pursued a fast industrial development. Large-scale development projects, urban development and road 
development took place, and the use of vehicles increased rapidly. During that time, we have lost 50 
percent of our forest cover. As a result, today the natural set up in the country has also changed.” he said. 
“This has become an environmental problem as well as an economic and health issue. It affects the 
country’s agriculture. Certain viral illnesses such as malaria, which could be seen mostly in the dry zone 
may spread on to the wet zone as well,” Wilson said.  


